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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The very existence of libraries affords the best evidence

that we may yet have hope for the future of man

— T.S. Eliot

Libraries have been the repository of knowledge and information, and are among the
oldest institutions involved in disseminating knowledge. Since ancient times, humans
have maintained libraries for some indispensable reasons. They were the main agencies
through which the importance of traditions and cultures percolated down to the newer
generations. They also preserved the history of a kingdom, an empire, and other human
communities, thereby, served as archives of the generations that have gone by, and at
the same time, as chroniclers. Religious texts, which were the sources of knowledge at
one point of time in human history, were archived and preserved in the form of libraries,
therefore, they became institutions that simultaneously safeguarded and dispensed
knowledge.

Over the years, libraries have become an integral part of the education system and a
dynamic force for the development of the society. The modern education system
encourages independent learning which in turn requires heavy reliance on library for a
wider and continuing access to knowledge. As a result, they are now a fundamental part
of the present day education system. The role of public library has also changed from
being a custodian of knowledge to the disseminator of knowledge, from being a store
house to a service institution. These vital roles of providing wide spread and inclusive
access to knowledge has been commonly acknowledged. They play a vital role in
disseminating information as a local centre of information and learning to being a
gateway of national and global information.> And with society increasingly dependent

on widespread access to knowledge of the past and present, to carry out research and

! National Knowledge Commission, Report to the Nation, 2006, Government of India, New Delhi, 2007,
p.8.


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/18540.T_S_Eliot

discovery, libraries are considered the greatest resources. Like any other social
institutions, libraries have also evolved and developed with time and circumstances. It
has evolved in response to the needs of the present day society and it has also been
shaped to suit the demand of modern education.

In India, the earliest known libraries to have existed were the ones maintained by
Buddhists and Jains. The main commission of these libraries was to preserve valuable
hand written manuscript of their religious teachings. These libraries were referred to as
Jnan Bhandars or ‘knowledge warehouse.’® India has been a seat of learning since
ancient time and libraries has been repositories of knowledge and information. There
was a rich tradition of having libraries in the palaces of Kings, monasteries, temples and
at the important centre’s of learning but the public libraries are the creation and
phenomenon of modern time. Early libraries of ancient India and modern public
libraries vary significantly in terms of composition and collection of materials and due
to the advent of printing press in the modern era; hence there was a shift in the
collections and holdings of library from hand written books or manuscripts to printed
books.

With the advent of European in India, public library was introduced and it closely
existed along with educational development policies they followed. Public library as an
instrument of mass education is credited to the European when they began to set up
public libraries in Bombay, Calcutta, Madras and later to different parts of the country.
Since then, libraries have acquired a renewed importance, and especially after India

gained independence.

The establishment of the Calcutta Public Library (CPL) heralded a new dawn in the
history of public libraries in India. Libraries, which hitherto, were privilege of
Europeans and elite natives, was opened for everyone irrespective of class, caste and
creed for the first time with the establishment of Calcutta Public Library in 1835. The
Calcutta Public Library which is now the National Library of India was established with
the ‘aim to supply the wants of the entire community in every department of literature.”*

2 John E. Cort, ‘The Jain Knowledge warehouses: Traditional Libraries in India,” in Francisca Orsini’s
(ed.) The History of the Book in South Asia, London, ASGATE Publishing Limited, p.55.
3 -
Ibid, p.16.
* General Proceedings, 23 September 1835, No.35.p.760.

8



It aimed to bridge the gap in Indian society with the promise of imparting knowledge to

the society.

A study of the evolution and transformation of the Calcutta Public Library is vital on
several counts. Firstly, it is a library which started as a humble public library, and it
later proved to be a milestone in the formation of Indian intellectual class and also as
symbol of a modern nation. Secondly, it is also an example of colonial institution
mediating conflicting interests of the colonial and the native. Lastly, the study of the
transformation of this library is significant not just in terms of its relation to the history
of National Library of India but also because of the role it played in terms of publishing

books, manuscripts, and making knowledge accessible to the masses.

The study on the origin and development of libraries in India is still a less explored area
in academic research works. The present work is an attempt to trace the origin and
transformation of Calcutta Public Library to National Library of India (NLI). This study
gives due importance to the role of the library and looks at its development from 1835-
1953 in terms of the administration, management, finance, location, readers,
subscribers, its transformation from the Calcutta Public Library to the Imperial Library
and finally to the National Library of India, and most importantly its role in the

production and dissemination of knowledge.

Background of the study

The research on libraries comprises not only their purpose and functions, but also the
social set up which made the environment conducive for their establishment. Home to
various intellectual movements, Calcutta was the intellectual hub of European India in
the nineteenth century where education, western cultures and habits started to progress.
Indian intelligentsia living in Calcutta who saw the benefits responded in a most
creative way to aspects of western culture that became available to them in the city.> As
reading was a part of their culture and a habit they began to work on creating the similar
environment after coming to India. They felt the need to establish a library where all the
inhabitants of Calcutta could benefit from using it. It was also evident that being the
capital city of European India, Calcutta could not be left destitute of the Public Library

for long.

5 Marshall, P. J, The White Town of Calcutta under the Rule of the East India Company, Modern Asian
Studies, Vol. 34, No. 2 (May, 2000), pp. 307-331.



The stimulus for reading in Calcutta largely came with the spread of English education
members of the Calcutta intelligentsia showed themselves to be widely read in western
literature. Their access to such books was provided by the libraries as bookshops were
still rare in Calcutta and had only begun to be opened in the mid 1850s and moreover
the English books were literally prized and ‘they were much sought after, extremely
expensive, and in fact, hard to come by.”® Bayly notes that Public libraries for English
and Indian language books, modeled on the Calcutta Public Library, had sprung up in
most North Indian stations before 1857.” Thus ‘the second half of the nineteenth
century, saw a rapid increase in the number of libraries and reading rooms in the smaller
towns and cities as well as in the Presidency capitals of Calcutta, Bombay, and
Madras.”® Recognizing the importance of library, and the necessity for maintaining
libraries in educational institutions, most of the education commissions and committees
recommended that every education institution should have libraries of their own. For
instance, this importance has been highlighted by W.W. Hunter in the Report of the
Indian Education Commission (1882): ‘No plan seems better fitted to encourage
students to rely upon their own existence.’® This quotation essentially points out the
reliance on library by the students. The report further went on to say that ‘we cannot
doubt that the more extensive the library to which a teacher has access the more life-like
minded and effective will be his teaching. Nor should the direct benefit of a library to
the pupil themselves be altogether overlooked.’*

The Company maintained one in the old Fort William which was the only library open
to the people even though a number of commercial libraries were already in operation in
the late eighteenth century, they were not meant for the common people. Unfortunately,
this library was closed due to shortage of fund. With the dissolution of this library, the
citizens of Calcutta were left without any kind of library where they could satisfy their
intellectual thirst. It was at this juncture that Stocqueler, editor of the local daily
‘Englishman,” who had experimented in Bombay in establishing a public library
proposed that a public library be established in Calcutta as well. For that he drafted a

® Joshi,Priya, Trading Places: the Novel, the Colonial Library, and India in Abhijit Gupta(ed.) Print
Areas: Book History in India, 2004,Perminant Black, Delhi.p.17.

" Bayly,C. A, Empire and Information: Intelligence Gathering and Social Communication in India: 1780-
1870, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 1996.

® Joshi, Priya, ‘Culture and Consumption: Fiction the Reading Public, and the European Novel in
Colonial India,” Book History, Vol. 1 (1998), p.204.

® Hunter Committee Report, 1882, p.116.

19 1bid, p.239.

10



scheme for the establishment of a Public Library at Calcutta in 1835; both Indians and

Europeans supported the scheme.

It was unanimously decided and agreed that ‘it is expedient and necessary to establish
in Calcutta a public library of reference and circulation that shall be opened to all ranks
and classes without distinction and sufficiently extensive to supply the wants of the
entire community in every department of literature.’** Thus, Calcutta Public Library
came into existence by the resolution taken at a general meeting on 31% August 1835
but was formally opened to the people on March 21,1836.

Just after two decades of its establishment, financial condition of the Calcutta Public
Library soon deteriorated with the withdrawal of a large number of Europeans. The
decline in the number of subscribers was also attributed to the burgeoning of public
libraries and reading rooms in and around Calcutta in the later stage of its existence.
Many societies and institutions had also set up libraries and reading rooms in and
around Calcutta, by the late 1850’s the Calcutta Public Library was going through hard
times financially as well as in terms of readers and membership. In spite of numbers of
measures taken, the library could not be revived to its former glory, fortunately at this
point the library found a savior in Lord Curzon, who came as the Governor General of
India in 1899. Curzon, on seeing the priceless treasures in the dilapidated library,
expressed his desire ‘to create in Calcutta an Imperial Library worthy of the name, and
to place at its disposal, as the nucleus of the collection, the Library of books and records
now kept in the Home Department.’12 However, he desired that the library ‘should be a
library of reference and a working place for students... the future historian of India

should come and find their material there.”*?

Thus, he saved the dying institution by buying off the rights of the proprietors and
amalgamated the library to the existing Imperial Library in 1900. Curzon rechristened
this library as the new Imperial Library. This library was opened to the people on 30th
January 1903. With the opening of this library Curzon remarked, ‘I have opened the
recreated Imperial Library in the Metcalf Hall, which is now a beautiful place, well

11| etter from W.P. Grant, Curator of the Calcutta Public Library to G.A. Bushby, Secretary to the
Government, 23 September 1835, General Proceedings, No. 35.p.760.
12 Curzon Paper, N0.73,1899,14 March 1899, p.52,
13 H
Ibid.
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appointed, well furnished, and with a library collection of 100,000 books.’** Thus, an
important landmark was created in the history of Calcutta as well as the libraries in
India by setting as an example for the future public libraries to be modeled on this line.
To show appreciation and gratitude to his Excellency’s work, the Hindoo Patriot wrote
on 2nd February 1903 that ‘the least the resident of Calcutta can do is to abundantly
avail themselves of the facilities offered.’*® Curzon’s legacy continues to live till now,
however with India’s independence the name was changed to National Library in 1948.
The change of name and location delayed the opening of this library by five years and
finally Maulana Abul Kalam Azad opened the library in its new home to the public on
February 1, 1953.1° With emergence of National Library a golden age of library was
heralded in the Indian history.

Other Significant Libraries in India

In 1784, Sir William Jones, a distinguished scholar and linguist founded the Asiatic
Society in Calcutta, but its library was opened only in 1808 after the society moved into
its own building. The objective of the Society was to ‘enquire into the history and

D . . 17
antiquities, arts sciences and literature of Asia,’

therefore, collections of the library
comprised mainly of books, old and rare oriental manuscript, this makes the library
unique and only one of its kinds in this country during that period. The first accession of
any importance of the oriental books in this library was a gift from Seringapatam Prize
committee, which includes among its collection many old and rare illuminated
manuscript of Quran, Gulistan and Padshanama collected from the palace of Tipu
Sultan. A large number of Sanskrit, Arabic, and Persian works mostly in manuscript
which were transferred from Fort William College library were kept under the custody
of the society. Besides, this library has in their collection several palm leaf manuscript
of Burmese, Siamese, Javanese and Ceylonese. Chinese and Tibetan Xylographs were
also in the possession of the society. These rich collections of Oriental works make this

library a perfect place for scholars who are interested in the oriental studies.®

% Curzon Paper, February 5, 1903.p.130.N0.165.

1> The Hindoo Patriot, February 2, 1903, No., 164, p.47.

1% Amrita Bazar Patrika, February 1, 1953, No.32.

7 Abulfazal M.Fazle Kabir, The Libraries of Bengal, 1700-1947, London, Mansell Publishing
Limited,1987.p.72.

'8 Bimal Kumar Dutta, Libraries and Librarianship of Ancient and Medieval India, Atma Ram and Sons,

1970, p. 99.
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Indian witnessed a cultural revolution which took place as a result of an interaction
between East and West. One of the most important centres of this interaction was Fort
William College which was established by Governor-General Wellesley in 1800.
Wellesley promulgated the regulation for establishing Fort William College in July
1800.

The regulations clearly spelled out the purpose and objectives of the College and
contained a note on the provision of facilities and required premises. The regulations
were the following two points™®:

I. A college is hereby founded at Fort William in Bengal for the better
instruction of the junior civil servants of the Company, in such branch of literature,
science and knowledge, as may be deemed necessary to qualify them.

I1. A suitable building shall be erected for the college, containing apartments for
the superior officers, for the students, for a library and for such other purposes as may
be found necessary.?°
Those who came as junior civil servants were boys mostly in the age group of 13-16
and were at a very impressionable age, therefore, soon arriving in India they very often
‘embarked upon a way of living which in some cases led to dissipation and physical
decline.”® Hence in order to train them in the knowledge and culture of the natives, a
course consisted of six vernacular languages, besides Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit was
taught. Some of the important English laws were also taught to the students.

Upon establishing the College at Fort William, Wellesley also contemplated to establish
a well-stocked and valuable library for the institution .To form the nucleus of this
library, he decided to acquired Tipu Sultan’s collections, which had a valuable royal
library in Seringapatam. At the defeat of Tipu Sultan, the European acquired this
library’s collections. Hence, the Governor-General decided that in the interest of the
Company and for pursuance of knowledge and literature, the collection would serve the

purpose better if it were located in the College.?

19 Abulfazal M. Fazle Kabir, English Libraries in Eighteenth-Century Bengal, the Journal of Library
L-Oﬁstory (1974-1987), Vol. 14, No. 4 (Fall, 1979), University of Texas Press, pp. 449-450.

Ibid.
2! David, Kopf, European Orientalism and Bengal Renaissance: The Dynamic of Indian Modernization:
1773-1835, University of California Press: Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1969, p. 47.
2 Abulfazal M. Fazle Kabir, English Libraries in Eighteenth-Century Bengal, the Journal of Library
History (1974-1987), Vol. 14, No. 4 (Fall, 1979), University of Texas Press, pp. 449-450.
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Gradually this library expanded. In a speech in 1806, George Hilaro Barlow, then
Governor-General at Fort William, ‘expressed his satisfaction that so extensive and
valuable a collection enriched the College library. He said that preservation and
augmentation of Eastern manuscripts afforded the only means to arrest the destruction

of oriental learning. 23

The college later on emerged not only as centre for all literary related activities but also
a centre for printing and publications. Since there was a focus on printing and
publication the college’s collection of books, manuscripts grew by leaps and bounds. In
order to house these collections for the use of the students as well as for college faculty,
a need for a library was felt and consequently the ‘first institutional library of oriental
books and manuscripts in India was founded at the college of Fort William in 1801-
1802.%

In 1805, William Hunter was made college librarian. Upon assuming his duty as a
librarian, he immediately set out to reorganize the library. Hunter was largely
responsible for the success of the library as learning centre for oriental knowledge. The
college library was benefited not only by students and faculty but a large number of
enterprising Indians in Calcutta were also borrowing books from the library®® which
otherwise was not within the reach of the common people. Perceiving the college library
as a public institution, David Brown announced in the press that with the inception of
college library a public library was founded and at the same time taking it as privilege to
appeal the public to donate books to the library.?® Therefore, the role of library was as
important as any other educational institution in imparting and disseminating European

culture in India as well as restoring Indian vernacular languages.

The Fort William College’s library continued to cater to the literary needs of the people
of Calcutta and this task was made easier for the common people when the private
holdings of the college were made available to the general public on 23" October 1818.
This was a historic landmark because for the first time ‘modern India’s first public

library opened its door.”®” Unfortunately the life of this library was cut short with the

2 \bid., p. 451.

2 Kopf, European Orientalism, p. 118.

% bid.

% Abulfazal M.Fazle Kabir, The Libraries of Bengal ,1700-1947, London, Mansell Publishing
Limited,1987.p.38.

%" Kopf, European Orientalism, p. 119.
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arrival of William Bentick as the Governor-General of India; this occurred due to a
financial shortage as finance has always been a problem for most public libraries
especially in their establishment phase.?? Governor-General Bentick dissolved the
college council on 1* March 1831, and with the dissolution of this council, the library
also soon dispersed. Fortunately, the collections of the library found a new home in the
Asiatic Society’s library as ‘most of the valuable college-library collections were
gradually absolved into the Asiatic Society’s library.’?® Latter with the establishment of
Calcutta Public Library in 1835, most of the European collection of the library of the
college of Fort William was transferred to the new public library which later formed the
nucleus of the that library. The college of Fort William was officially and completely

dissolved by the Governor-General Dalhousie on January 24, 1854.%

Khuda Baksh library was established in Patna in 1876 but opened for the public only in
1891. This library was one of the significant and premier libraries of the 19™ century.
The library has an excellent collection of Arabic and Persian manuscripts and master
pieces of oriental studies. As a result today Khuda Baksh library is the foremost
Orientalia manuscript library in India.®* In 1969, it was declared under the act as an
Institution of National Importance.®* In Madras Presidency, the Adyar library was
founded in 1886 with the aim of making a temple of all faith as its founder, Col. H.S.
Olcott, intended to be, with collection of the texts and pictures of great religious
teachers worshipped throughout the world. The library was opened on 28 December
1888 with a gift of his personal collection of about 200 books. The collections in
archaeology, art, history, philosophy and religion are considered as veritable treasures in
this library.*® Realizing the importance of library, Lord Connemara, the then Governor-
General of Madras decided to established a public library. Therefore in 1890, the
Governor laid the foundation for the library. The library was formally opened on 5
December 1896. The library so founded was named after him in recognition of his

%8 This can also be seen in the establishment and later phases of the Calcutta Public Library.

% Kopf, European Orientalism, p. 233.

% Ibid., p. 135.

31 Mohamed Taher and Donald Gordon Davis,JR, Librarianship and Library Science in India, New
Delhi, Concept Publishing Company,1994.p.84.

%2 Jashu Patel and Krishna Kumar, Libraries and Librarian in India, London,Greenwood press,2003, p.
80.

% Jogesh Mishra, History of Libraries and Librarianship in Modern India since 1850, Atma Ram and
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efforts.3* As per the Madras public library Act the library was declared as State Central

Library in 1950 and become one of the four depository libraries in 1955.

In Tanjavur, the Saraswati Mahal Library is one among the few medieval libraries
existing in the world. This library was built by a successive dynasty of Nayaks and the
Marathas of Tanjavur. It contains very rare and valuable collections of manuscripts,
books, maps and paintings on all aspects of Arts, culture, and literature. Maharaja
Serforji assisted the library with funds. The Encyclopaedias Britannica in its survey of
the libraries of the world mentions this library as ‘the most remarkable library in India.’
In 1918 this library was made as a public library. The library receives fund from the
Government of Tamil Nadu for its maintenance and is funded by the Government of
India for developmental activities. The library has the riches collections of manuscripts
in Sanskrit, Tamil, Marathi, and Telugu.®

Objectives of the Study

In the nineteenth century Bengal witnessed Cultural Revolution as a result of close
encounter with the West. It also became a seedbed for various intellectual movements
due to early association with western education. The period between 1835-1953 is
characterized by emergence of several important institutions in Calcutta, four epoch-
making events marked the year 1835 in India, they were, the establishment of the first
Medical College in India at Calcutta on 1 February, declaration of English as the official
language of India on 7 March, Liberation of Press in India on 3™ August and
establishment of a Public Library.*® The present study attempts to comprehend and
analyze factors and reasons that led to the establishment of the first modern Public
Library in Calcutta. In examining the forces that spurred the evolution of public
libraries in Bengal (Calcutta), the main focus would be to analyze to what extent the
establishment of CPL as centre of dissemination of knowledge and information affected
in the intellectual development of the local reading population.

The Calcutta Public Library was established on a principle of universal access. This

was the first public library to be opened to all class, caste and rank. The study explores

% Saheb Singh, Library and Library movement for National Development, New Delhi,Concept Publishing
House, 2003, p. 50.

% Ibid, p. 51.

% p.T.Nair, Origin of the National Library: Days of Calcutta Public Library, Kolkata, National Library,
2004, p.4.
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how far the universal access to the library proved helpful for the general reading
popuation. The CPL was a subscription library; the only source of sustenance was the
subscription fee. In the absence of government support, the future of the library was
bleak; this eventually led to the decline and amalgamation of the CPL to the Imperial
Library in 1902 by Lord Curzon. The study will investigate the objective of Curzon in
amalgamating of the CPL and elaborate the fundamental differences in the functioning

of the two libraries.

Research questions:

The thesis introspects upon some pertinent questions that will eventually encapsulate

the entire research findings.

1. What factors influenced the establishment of (public) libraries in Calcutta?

2. How did the advent of print facilitated the growth of libraries and what was the
role of print in the dissemination knowledge?

3. How did Calcutta Public Library motivate reading and in turn helped in the
education of the disadvantage group?

4. How did the Europeans use local support to achieve the objective of the library?

5. How Calcutta Public Library helped in bridging the gap between the information
rich and information poor society?

6. What was the use pattern in the CPL?

7. Who selected the books for the CPL? Was it based on the taste of the Europeans
or on the demand of the larger population of the society?

8. What was the intention of Curzon for amalgamating the CPL to the Imperial
Library of India?

9. What was the focus of the Imperial library and was there any fundamental
difference in the working of the library from the CPL?

10. Did the focus change after the Imperial Library became the National Library?

Review of Literature

The history of the library of India has not been a favorite area of study for many of the
academic scholars. In spite of it being one of the oldest knowledge institutions, the area
is relatively less explored, and therefore, the secondary sources on the history of
libraries in India and particularly on National Library of India are perfunctory and scant.
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Thus the study seeks to explore the prevalent literatures on the development of public
libraries in India in general and origin and development of National Library of India in
particular. This research analyses the relevant studies that have looked at this area of
study. It is necessary for us to look into texts, reports, proceedings and so on to draw a
clear picture of or understanding of these vital issues. The work based on the growth
and development of the library movement has been historically analyzed and critically

explored in this study.

History of libraries in India did not receive proper attention till Subodh Kumar
Mookerjee explored the history of the evolution of libraries from ancient times to the
modern libraries in his monumental work on development of libraries and library
science in India. He traced the important centre of learning in India and also looked at
libraries against the backdrop of educational development in contemporary India. He
discusses how the establishment of libraries in India was influenced by the introduction
of western education. Further the work analyzes the role played by the public libraries
in socio-political fields in the 19" and early part of 20" century.*” Also equally
noteworthy is the work of A.M.F. Kabir, who traced the historical development of
libraries in Bengal. His account on the development of libraries is presented in a phase
wise beginning with church library to the emergence of academic libraries. He points
out that among other key factors that influenced the development of libraries were
spread of education, social growth, and rise and expansion of new communities.*®
Notable others like Jogesh Mishra,®*® Ohdedar,*® Trehan** and Khurshid** throw
considerable light on the same theme. However, their research mainly focuses on
aspects of library history and development from the perspective of librarianship and

library science.

In ancient India learning or gaining of knowledge was confined to the Brahmins.

Hindus were never committed to writing down their religious text for fearing that the

7 Subodh Kumar Mookerjee, Development of Libraries and Library Science in India, the World Press
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% Jogesh Mishra, History of Libraries and Librarianship in Modern India since 1850, Atma Ram and
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Calcutta, 1966.
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sanctity of the scripture would be undermined if committed to writing. Knowledge and
information was handed down orally and preserved in human mind. How knowledge

was transmitted in the pre-print era was critically examined by Ananda E.Wood.**

K.R.Rao argued that it was Jainism and Buddhism who exhorted the art of copying
manuscripts, and they were the first to establish libraries in India to preserve and care
for their manuscript which became popular and renowned in different parts of the
world.** Similarly, R.K Bhatt, also looked at libraries from ancient to modern period
and concluded that the early libraries were just a store house of knowledge and
contained only of handwritten manuscripts or hand written books, but as modern
libraries emerged with the introduction print and western education, there has been a
shift in the collection of the library and consequently the role of library changed from
custodian to disseminator of knowledge.*

Before the introduction of printing libraries were mostly owned and maintained by the
wealthy class or by religious institutions. Accesses to these libraries were limited to few
classes because of the existence of caste, which had prevented the common people from
reading and gaining knowledge. These classes were prohibited by cultural or religious
practices from becoming literate. Thus, libraries were the only refuge for them

providing access to knowledge and information for improving the quality of life.

Jashu Patel and Krishan Kumar maintained that early libraries were more like a storage
warehouses. Modern concept of library being a service institute was missing. Jashu
Patel and Krishan Kumar* argue that though several public libraries have come up well
during the nineteenth century, however, the irony of the situation was that there was no
effective Public Library which provided service to the masses. The services were
primarily oriented to serving the thin layers of the society. They further argue that the
libraries established during these period cannot be regarded as free public libraries in
the true sense as they loaned books for home readings only to their members, who paid
subscription fees and also deposited money as a security against loss of books. In fact,
the membership was confined to the upper classes of the society only. The admission

* Ananda E.Wood, Knowledge Before Printing and After: The Indian Tradition in Changing Kerala
Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1985.

* K.R. Rao, Library Development in India, the Library Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 2, April 1961, p. 137.

** R.K.Bhatt, History and Development of Libraries in India, New Delhi, Mittal Publications,1995

*® patel Jashu, and Kumar, Krishan, Libraries and Librarians in India, Greenwood Press, London, 2003.
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and services for the common people have to wait till the 20" century, for the arrival of

the scholarly Viceroy Lord Curzon.*’

A.R. Venkayachalapathy has observed that before the arrival of print, reading was
limited only to a few sections in the society and the concept of private reading did not
exist for the common people. Familiar reasons like the physical disadvantages of palm
leaf manuscript and limited social accessibility made it essential to make special effort
for them to read.*® The introduction of printing brought about a tremendous impact in
the growth of public libraries in India. According to Ulrike Stark, the arrival of
protestant missionaries following the East India company charter of 1813 paved the way
for the burgeoning of print and publishing production in India. It was the missionaries
who introduced print and printed text and opened up a space for the interaction between
Europeans and the natives through the medium of print. Printed text played a critical
role in reaching out to both Hindus and Muslims community as during this period series
of restriction on the mingling of different castes were existed. She claimed that natives
first come in contact with printed text through the missionary tracts and school books as

there was no any printing press before the arrival of the missionaries.*

The power of print in the diffusion of knowledge was highlighted by Stuart Blackburn.
He remarked that ‘no scholar can ignore the influence of print, especially its power to
cast oral traditions in new forms, to new audiences, across linguistic and geographical
boundaries.”*® But this idea was contested by Anindita Ghosh, who argued that although
print literature reached larger audiences but its spread was limited in important ways
and the availability of the multiple copies did not lead to the demise of communal
reading. Manuscript publications continued to exist alongside print texted. >* Abhijit
Gupta and Swapan Charkrarborty also argued that introduction of print did not provide

equal access to everyone; access to literature was regulated by factors such as caste and

*® A.R.Venkayachalapathy,Readers,Reading Practices,Modes of Reading, in Francesca

Orsini (ed.) The History of the Book in South Asia, U.K, Ashgate publishing company,U.K. 2013,
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* Ulrike Stark Benares Beginnings: Print Modernity, Book Entrepreneurs, and Cross-Cultural Ventures
in a Colonial Metropolis,in the ed. Book of Abhijit Gupta and Swapan Chakravorty, Founts of
Knowledge, Delhi, Orient Black Swan,2016.
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gender.®® It was through the medium of public libraries which provided access to
literatures available in the library to all classes in the society that afforded the chance to
come in contact with books especially those who had never had acquaintances with
books. According to Priya Joshi, public libraries function at times as an extension for
schools and at other times as their substitute. As a result ‘libraries became almost
immediately visible within the colonial landscape with more established libraries often
helping to start a newer institution in their cities, thus increasing the numbers of

libraries substitute.’>

But public libraries as an agent of mass education were introduced by the European.
P.T. Nair, chronicled the account of the first modern public library established in
Calcutta in 1835, the first public library to be opened to all classes of the colonial
society which went on to become the National Library of India after independence in
1948.>* The establishment of the Calcutta Public Library was considered as the
landmark in the history of public libraries in India. This paved the way for library
movement in India. The year 1903 was a watershed because the government for the first
time took responsibility of providing free library services to all. Lord Curzon opened
the Imperial library on 30" January 1903 which was an amalgamation of the CPL and
remnants of East India Company Library and number of secretariat libraries known as

the Imperial library formed in 1891to all classes for free.

The modern library movement started in India at the beginning of the twentieth century.
According to A.K. Dutta, there were three important forces which led to the library
movement in India. The first was the introduction of western education, the second
force was the wider used of printing press to publish books right in India, and the third
was coming of the steamship and railways making it possible to obtain books cheaply
and quickly from England. He further points out three aspects of library movement
namely, establishment of a chain of public libraries, having trained personnel in

libraries and finally securing proper status for the library staff.

%2 Gupta and Chakravorty (ed.), Founts of Knowledge, p.7.
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Dutta claimed that the establishment of Calcutta Public Library gave a great thrust for
the establishment of similar libraries throughout the country especially where English
education spread first. It became an agent to promote the reading habit of the people and
also highlights that one of the most potent impacts it has on the society was that it
invoked the growth of nationalism. While most of the collections of the library were
Bengali translation of books about the great freedom fighters in the world and literatures
of nationalist leaders, these books were mostly proscribed by the Government and these

books were instrumental in fostering the growth of nationalism in India.>

But, according to N.C. Chakravarty the first library movement was introduced in India
by Prince Sayajirao Gaedwak of Baroda,who made free and compulsory education in
his state. To enlighten the masses he chose public library as an agent to provide lifelong
education and he linked primary school with free public library with the help of
American Librarian, W.A. Borden in 1910.°° Soon, the movement spread in three
presidencies including provincial capitals such as Delhi, Punjab, and many districts and

towns also witnessed similar movement through government initiatives.

Kesavan,®’

studied the role played by Lord Curzon in turning the Calcutta Public
Library into a real cultural centre for everyone. The library which was exclusively
hitherto enjoyed by the privileged few only was opened to all for the first time in 1903.
He argued that prior to the arrival of Lord Curzon; there was hardly any library which
was worth the name to be called public library in the true sense of the term. By
amalgamating Calcutta public library into Imperial Library, Curzon rechristened it as
Imperial Library and it was so designed that it should be a working place for students
and a repository of materials for future use. He argues that due to the historical tradition
of lending practice since the time of Calcutta Public Library, an anomaly is found to be
prevailing in the National library; that is the existence of lending section in the National
Library as no national library in the world has this system of lending out books to the
readers. Since one of the roles of the national libraries throughout the world is to allow
readers access to books the Calcutta Public Library was a pioneer in terms of its lending

practice.

> Ashin Kumar Dutta, The public movement in India, in K.M. George. (ed.), India Libraries: Trend and
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Library movement gained a wide recognition after India’s independence in 1947. The
Imperial Library was transformed into National Library in 1948. P.N. Venkatachari and
M.N.Nagaraj *® argues that with the formal opening of the National library in 1953, the
golden age of library was heralded in the Indian history. This phase was marked with
the phenomenal increased in the collections of the library which they argued that no
libraries in the world would achieve such a feat within a short span as accomplished by
the National Library of India. He argued that prior to the arrival of Lord Curzon; there
was hardly any library which was worth the name to be called public library in the true
sense of the term. By amalgamating Calcutta public library into Imperial Library,
Curzon rechristened it as Imperial Library and it was so designed that it should be a

working place for students and a repository of materials for future use.

But this observation was criticized by P.N. Kaula>® who argued that the mere change of
name of the then Imperial Library to National Library after India’s independence in
1948 did not bring any changes in the working of the library. It still functions like a big
public library. The National Library also fails to provide its national services as it is
intended to. He therefore urged for a reappraisal of functioning and a more active role to
be considered worthy for a true National Library. He opines that unless there is change
in the location of the library, the main problem will continue to remain the same and the
institution will continue to have unequal towards its responsibility. The National
Library of India right now has dual functions, as National Library as well as public
library that stemmed all anomalies in the functioning of the library. Another anomaly of
present national library is that it is not situated in the national capital because of this
accessibility is quite an obstacle. National Libraries all over the world are situated in the
national capital of the country.

Public libraries have come a long way in India, according to K.M. George there has
been tremendous revolution in the library development from the clay tablets to the
microfilm down the centuries, and therefore, one of the main problems of today’s
libraries is how best to serve and help the readers. George argues that despite having
large collection of information material of various kinds, it is undoubtedly the print

media which constitute the bulks of library collections. He further points out that the

%8 Sen, N.B, (Ed.), Development of Libraries in New India, New Book Society of India, New Delhi,
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Renaissance in literature, the national resurgence and the spread of education in the 20™
century were all responsible for the escalation of print media and all these factors

contributed to the establishment of new libraries and expansion of the existing ones.*

Mohamed Taher and Donald Gordon argues that by 19" century the appearance of
public library in many parts of the country started and the sense of public library was
already felt but low level of literacy and lack of financial support led to the stagnation
of the growth of libraries during this period. After India’s independence in 1947 the
development in science and technology received a great impetus which had a great
impact on the development of libraries in the country and therefore all types of libraries
came into existence in the country. However, despite of their adequate appearances,
these libraries needs to catch up with the best library system practice elsewhere in the
world. Taher and Davis further claimed that the reasons for the stagnancy in the growth
of the libraries in India have been mainly due to the lack of participation from the

government side.”

From the perusal of the available literatures on the theme, it emerges that scholars who
worked on the history of libraries in India are mostly cursory in nature. They traced the
history of India chronologically and looked at from the perspective of library and
information science and librarianship. Therefore, studies dealing on the history libraries
from the educational perspective are yet to be explored. Therefore, this study opens up
new vistas to locate a larger discourse of library in the educational perspective in the

historical narrative.

Rationale of the Study

One of the primary reasons why a study on Calcutta Public Library was taken up is
because of its significant character of being the first public library established in India.
The rationale behind taking the time period 1835-1953 as the period of my present
study is because this period is considered as the golden period in the history of public
libraries in India. The establishment of Calcutta Public Library heralded the

establishment of other similar public libraries all over the country and the library which

% George,K.M (ed.) India Libraries: Trend and Perspectives, Orient Longman Ltd., Calcutta, 1985.
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was hitherto enjoyed by the privileged few of the society was opened to all for the first
time in 1903 by Lord Curzon.

The year 1835 is significant. Some factors helped in shaping the establishment of the
first public library in this continent, which are the establishment of the first Medical
College in India at Calcutta, the ratification of English Education Act of 1835 and the
Liberation of the Press in India. These factors coupling with the absence of any public
library in this continent were reasons that gave impetus to the founding of the Calcutta
public library. By 1835, Calcutta had produced many educated natives in good numbers.
Many educational institutions of higher standard were functioning from the city. The
Hindoo College (1817), The Sanskrit College (1823), the Madrassa (1781) and several
schools were already in existence in Calcutta.®* Since these institutions were devoid of
libraries attached to the institutions, a need for library was felt which resulted in the
increasing demand for books and reading materials to enhance their understanding of

the subject taught in the class.

The intent of this study is to expand upon the of history of the CPL. The institution
therefore acted as both locus and agent for dissemination and production of knowledge.
This library served as a centre for the encouragement and development of scholarship
among the native students. It also served as an extension of educational institution and
imparted continuous learning by giving access to books to those who had left schools
and colleges. In addition to benefitting upper classes it also served to open the doors of
knowledge to poor students ‘whose means do not afford them opportunities of

purchasing books. 63

The study gain pre-eminence, with an aim at exploring various measures taken up by
the pioneers of the library with respect to its educational policies and programs. Within
the growing body of literature of library history one finds that scholars are focused
merely gathering the historical events rarely focusing on their functions. Although some
literatures on the history of this library exist, it has many imbalances and gaps. The
scholars are dispersed in their interests and aspect of looking at the historical accounts
of the Calcutta Public Library. While the study of education with the emphasis on the

contributions of missionaries have drawn the attention of the historian of India in recent

62 Nair, Origin of the National Library, p.5.
83 Calcutta Monthly Journal, October 1835, p. 277.
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times, history of libraries and its educational role is relatively neglected area. This
study uncovers the important role of the institution both as locus and agent of

dissemination and production of knowledge.

Sources and Research Methodology

The study has applied historical method of analyzing the documents. The historical
research drew heavily upon primary sources, archival material, and related published
documents. This study is primarily empirical by nature, and as a result, it has to depend
mostly on the primary sources in crafting history for a sound historical research. To
trace the historical background of the origin of Calcutta Public Library, apart from
personal private letters and correspondences which convey raw and reality of events,
various archival documents like proceedings of the Home Department (Education
Branch, Public Branch and other Miscellaneous Branch), proceedings of the Finance
Department at the National Archives of India, proceedings of the Municipal
Department and dispatches from the Directors and relevant papers at the West Bengal
State Archives provided valuable information. Reports on various education
commissions and committees and Annual Reports of the Calcutta Public Library,
Imperial Library, and National Library of India would throw light on the nature and
policies regarding the functioning of the libraries would be very important for the

proposed study.

Apart from these sources/materials available in various repositories in India, the
substantial amount of material collected from the India Office Library which is a section
of European Library in London proved to be of major contributor for this study. The
private papers of Lord Curzon, letters and correspondence between person from India
and persons in England preserved in the European Library formed as core of the study
which helped in the understanding of the objectives behind the establishment of the
Calcutta public library and administrative policies pursued in amalgamating the

Imperial library with the CPL.

Contemporary Journals and Newspapers accounts are a great of primary sources which
provides reality of historical events. Some important ones are: Amrita Bazaar Patrika
(February 1, 1953),Calcutta Monthly Journal (October 1835-1840),Calcutta Review,
Reformer, The Bengal Hurkaru (July 1838-February 1861),The Dawn, The Englishman
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(1835-1852),The Friend of India, The Hindu Patriot (1865-1903),The Star of India (21st
April, 1947),The Statesman (Julyl, 1948- February 2nd, 1953) etc. Besides the above
journals, the Native Newspapers translated into English are also used to get an idea of
the natives’ responses to the proposed establishment of the Calcutta Public Library and
in understanding the sentiment/reaction towards its amalgamation to the Imperial library
in 1900 and to the Transformation of National Library of India in 1948. The Reports
and proceedings collected from the National Library and Central Secretariat Library
have been useful in exploring the process and functioning of the library. Contemporary

(news) papers and Journal are other archival sources to substantiate my thesis.

As with any other studies, the used of secondary sources, like published books, articles

and newspaper reports were incorporated in this study also.

Limitations of the Study

The study limits itself to the origin and transformation of Calcutta public library. It is
limited to a particular time period that is from 1835 to 1953. The study does not cover
the recent development of National library of India. Also the study focuses primarily
only on Calcutta Public Library and its subsequent transitions to the Imperial Library
and does not deal with other public libraries. The access to primary resources was
difficult due to the condition of the handwritten documents and other data related to the
time period. Some documents though available could not be issued because it has
become too brittle to be handled. Due to the humid weather as well as lack of proper
preservation many documents were unreadable and many a time these documents were
made inaccessible by the library administration. Another limitation is the lacked of
unpublished documents such as the letter of correspondence between persons in India
and abroad, like Curzon and secretaries of state for India which are shelved abroad. Yet
another limitation of the present study is that it focuses only on the evolution of Calcutta
Public Library and its subsequent transformations the National Library of India, and it
does not look at other types of libraries, partly because inclusion of other types of
libraries would have divert the focus and may be too wide a scope to be effective.
Therefore, the study has to be seen in the light of these limitations.
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Framework of the Study

The study has been divided into six chapters. The first chapter introduces to various
dimensions of the study such as the objectives of the study, the research questions raised
in the study, the rationale behind undertaking the study and methodology followed in
this study. The chapter evaluates the context of the evolution of Calcutta Public Library
and locates historically important questions related to its role and its impact on the
society. The origin of the libraries in India has been explained in detailed as a
background to the establishment of the Calcutta Public Library. The reasons for probing
into the genesis of the public libraries are to offer some background for understanding

the process of development of public libraries in India.

Chapter Two - Pre-Print Culture, Introduction of Printing and Growth of Libraries in
India

This chapter discusses the concept of library and modes of transmission of knowledge
in the pre-print culture. How printing of books facilitated in the growth of public
libraries in general and Calcutta Public Library in particular. This chapter also examines
the advent of printing press in India, the role of printing in the proliferation of libraries
and the easy access provided to books which were hitherto inaccessible to the masses,
the role that printing played in the dissemination of knowledge is also a major focus of
this chapter. Printing has been a tool of learning, the preserver of knowledge and the
medium of literature and was the great means of communication.** Introduction of
western technology of print was a great boon for the human civilization through which
disseminations of knowledge was made possible in all nook and corner of the world.
Through this, knowledge is easily available to all classes in the society transcending
boundaries of caste, class and creed. Thus, it is undeniable that printing serves equally
the rich as well as the poor class and it was rightly termed as ‘divine art’ for the urban

rich and ‘poor man’s friend’ for the humble rural people.65

Chapter Three -Evolution of the Calcutta Public Library
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This chapter documents the establishment of the first modern public library in India, the
Calcutta Public Library in1835.The establishment of CPL was a landmark on several
counts, and first of all, it was the first modern public library to be established by
concerted effort of the European and the Indian communities. It was the first public
library to be opened to all ranks and classes in the colonial society and its eventual
absorption to become the Imperial Library in 1900 and finally following country’s
independence CPL was transformed into the National Library of India in 1948. The
chief factor that contributed to the growth of the CPL was the active participation of the
native elites the largest contribution to endow was from prince Drwarkanath, who
became the first proprietor of the library in 1835.However, in spite of the robust support
of the public, CPL started to face decline in its membership. The reasons for the decline
will be discussed in this chapter. This chapter will provide an elaborate description of
the socio and cultural context of Calcutta in the period of interest. The introduction of
English education and its impact and consequently the demand for public libraries is

focused in this chapter.
Chapter four -Transition of Imperial Library to the National Library of India

The transition of Imperial Library to the National Library of India was examined.
Curzon amalgamated the Calcutta Public Library to the then Imperial Library of India in
1900 and transformed it into a Library worthy to be at the capital of Indian Empire.
When Curzon came to India as the Governor General in 1899, he was very disappointed
that there were no libraries where he could study about India. As an avid reader, he was
a regular visitor at European Museum, London. He, therefore, decided to amalgamate
the two dysfunctional libraries and create a library worthy for the capital. Hence, rooted
on the commitment with which Curzon acted to attain his objective, the CPL merged
with the old Imperial Library in 1900, and formally opened it to the public on 30
January 1903. The establishment of the Imperial Library was considered as the first
library movement in India because this was the first public library in the real sense of
the term with no membership subscription fees at all. The Imperial Library became a
reference and repository of material for the future historians of India, in which so far as
possible, every book written about India at any time can be seen and read. Curzon’s

cherished dream of establishing a ‘state library worthy of the capital of an empire’66 had

% Home, Public-A, 28 February 1899,N0.96-D,p1.
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finally been realised with the transformation of Imperial Library into a National Library
in 1948.°" Curzon’s legacy continues to live on even today in a new avatar as the

National Library since 1948.

Chapter Five- Emergence of National Library and Post Independence Development,
examines the post-independence developments of the National Library of India in the
context of its post colonial rule and the growth of the library through its vicissitude and
the turmoil following the country’s independence in 1947. The National Library of
India came into existence, symbolizing the nation’s commitment to collecting,
preserving, and disseminating of knowledge by giving access to its entire citizens in the
pursuit of knowledge and information. Various government policies and programs
implemented by the Government are also discussed. It also deals how Imperial Library
was changed into National Library after India’s independence and gives more light on

the role of National Library in the development of the public libraries in India.

Chapter Six is the conclusion. It will summarize the entire findings of the researc

%7 The Statesman, 1 July 1948.p3.
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CHAPTER TWO

PRE-PRINT CULTURE, INTRODUCTION OF PRINTING AND GROWTH OF
LIBRARIES IN INDIA

This chapter provides a historical background of the early indigenous concept of
libraries and the modes of transmission of knowledge in the pre-print culture. What
were the roles of the libraries in diffusing printed words? What were the modes of
transferring of knowledge? Who can access those printed materials? And what was the
impact of printing on the growth of libraries? These are some of the pertinent questions

that will be probed into and discussed in this chapter.

Consequently, the conclusion of the above discussions will be applied to find how the
advent of printing facilitated the growth of libraries in general and Calcutta Public
Library in particular. The chapter will also examine the advent of printing presses in
India and its role in proliferation of smaller libraries in and around Calcutta. The
objective is to explore the pathways and the institutions involved in providing access to
printed books which hitherto, were inaccessible to the masses. This has resulted in
providing the backdrop to the proliferation of public libraries, and the dissemination of
knowledge, which is a major focus of this chapter. In India, the history of Library is
incomplete without exploring the history of print. It is the underlying character of this

dependence that will form the focus of this chapter.

Printing, the innovative technology of the west, had been a vital agent through which
Indian society underwent massive transformation in respect to dissemination of
knowledge. Through this technology, mass production of texts was made possible and
libraries became the medium through which the pattern of reading was inculcated. In
other words, libraries have bridged the gap between books and readers and made

learning easier.

In the later decades of nineteenth century, Calcutta witnessed a surge in book markets
and the rise of indigenous printing presses. This however, did not provide the privilege
for the masses to afford and own books. This is where libraries filled in the gap, by

providing materials for general readers from different socioeconomic strata for free. In
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the absence of materials to read, newly acquired skill of reading would be useless, and
education will render no help in elevating a person’s ability to develop. Therefore,
libraries began to fulfill responsibilities in areas of education as much as formal
schooling catered to intellectual development of a person.

Libraries have existed in India since ancient times. Early libraries known to exist were
maintained by Buddhists and Jains. According to a Svetambara Jain tradition, the first
libraries were built in the late eight century in order to preserve valuable handwritten
manuscripts of Jain knowledge. The libraries were referred to as Jnan Bhandars or
‘knowledge warehouse.”* Manuscript writing had been practiced by Buddhists and Jains
as part of their religious culture. Similarly, Stuart Blackburn also propounded that,
‘writing, in the form of Brahmi script was probably first brought to south India by Jains
and Buddhists during Ashoka’s reign in the third century before Christ’?and to preserve
these collections, libraries were built. Subsequently, it was believed that Buddhists were
the first to built libraries in India. Buddhist universities’ libraries such as in Nalanda,
Valabhi and Vikramasila had collections of thousands of valuable handwritten
manuscripts which were consulted and also copied by teachers and students not only
from India but also from abroad. This was one of the reasons why Chinese scholars
spent months and years in Nalanda copying religious texts and other works of

Buddhism, *which was one of the integral parts of the course of study.

The Historical study about the origin and purpose of such knowledge institution is very
rare and still in gestation period. Like any other social institutions, libraries have also
evolved and developed with time and circumstances. To understand the evolution of
such knowledge institutions it is important to trace their historical background. It is
even more important to unearth their history when the study is about the keeper of our

past, culture, and the origin of a nation’s reservoir of knowledge.

Oral Tradition, Writing, and Manuscript

Since ancient times, India has a long standing indigenous tradition of learning and

dissemination of knowledge. When written records were unfamiliar to humankind, the

! John E. Cort, ‘The Jain Knowledge warehouses: Traditional Libraries in India,” in Francisca

Orsini (ed.) The History of the Book in South Asia, London, ASGATE Publishing Limited, p.55.
2 Stuart Blackburn, Print, Folklore and Nationalism in Colonial South India, Delhi, Permanent Black,
2003. pp.19-20.
® T.M. Thomas, Indian educational reforms in Cultural Perspective, New Delhi, S. Chand & Co,
1970.p.77.
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main mode of transmitting both religious and secular knowledge was through oral
narratives- people lived in a traditional society where knowledge was handed down
orally by the previous generations to the younger generations.* They were considered as
the most important treasure trove of knowledge.

Although writing was known in India since 3rd or 2nd century B.C., it did not become
a prevalent art because of the prohibition in writing down religious scriptures. Indians
were also aware of the art of writing on paper which was introduced by the Muslims
invaders around 11th century A.D.> In spite of possessing knowledge about the newly
introduced art which could help in the transmission of instructions and knowledge
easily and help in the wider diffusion of knowledge, Hindus were never committed to
writing down their teachings. The tradition involved a strict disciplinary regime in the
reproduction and transmission of religious knowledge orally and through performances.
There were many modalities in literary transmission through performances which
required special attention and effort to personally ensure that the details of forms were
correctly maintained.® The same strenuous practice had to be followed by the recipients
for the maximum accuracy of the forms from the transmitters. Besides involvement of
many technicalities in the process of transferring of traditional knowledge and wisdom
through oral medium, the sources could not be treated as analogous to written document
as Sturges and Neill argued ‘for although documents may be open to a variety of
interpretations, each interpretation is capable of justification on the grounds that it is

based on equal access to the full written text of the original document.””

The major drawback associated with oral method of transmitting a messages lies in the
fallibility of human mind as the longer the distance it travels, the greater will be the
error® because human memory has its own limitation. Rogers and McChesney also
argued that ‘no instrument is able to survive the immediacy of the spoken words or the
memory of several generations of individual, word of mouth is soon subjected to

omissions, modifications and, quite frequently, the introduction of error and makes

* Ananda E.Wood, Knowledge Before and Printing and After: The Indian Tradition in Changing Kerala,
Delhi, Oxford University Press, 1985, p.1.
:Reminisces of the National Library, Director National Library of India, Kolkata, 2006.p.11.

Ibid.p.3.
" Paul Sturges and Richard Neill, The quite struggle: Library and Information in Africa, London, Mansell
Publishing Limited,1990.p.9.
8 Raymond Irwin, The Heritage of the English Library, London, George Allen & Unwin Ltd..,1964,p.16.
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personal memory imperfect.”® Another disadvantage of oral tradition is that the secret
knowledge and wisdom that a person possess perish with the death of the person.
However, despite various drawbacks associated in the literary transmission through oral
medium, it still predominate the Hindu society. As a result, print culture could not
pervade in the Hindu society for a long time despite its long years of existence. A close
study of the cultural history of ancient and medieval India enables us to understand the

factors that worked against introducing the art of printing in India.

It was believed that in Hindu tradition, texts were not written down because of the
Brahmins’ apprehension of losing their monopoly over knowledge. They not only
prohibited the non-Brahmins from reading the scriptures but also proclaimed that the
sanctity of the scripture would be undermined if they were committed to writings.™ In
the same manner the cultivation of memory that was central to the Vedic tradition also
discouraged the practice of writing for the reason that learning Veda in concrete form,
text or artefact by means contrary to reason, such as from a written text could never
achieve the efficacy of the Veda learned in the authorised way, but believed that the
only way to achieve the efficacy was by ‘repeating precisely what has been pronounced

in the mouth of the teacher.’!

The role of hearsay and memory art continued to be practiced in transmission of all
forms of knowledge in Hindu tradition for a long time in spite of strict discipline regime
required in maintaining it. Thus, Hindu religion’s practices who believed in the sanctity
of oral transmission of knowledge was a deterrent to the change brought by a print as a
result manuscript and scribal culture remain impermeable to print which was brought to
India by Christian missionaries.*> Conversely to Hindu practices, monastic libraries
took an active interest in the development of the new technology and promoted its use
and growth as a means to serve the needs of the scholar community in the early era of

printing."®

% A. Robert Rogers and Kathryn McChesney, The Library in Society,Colorado,Libraries Unlimited
Inc.1984,p.8.

9K R. Rao, Library Development in India, the Library Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 2, April 1961, p. 137.

1 Sheldon Pollock,Literacy Culture and Manuscript Culture in Pre-colonial India, in Francisca Orsini
(ed.), The History of the Book in South Asia,2007,p.5.

12 Francisca Orsini, introduction, in Francisca Orsini (ed.), The History of the Book in South Asia, p.xii.
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However, heterodox religions like Jainism and Buddhism which revolted against
Hinduism exhorted the art of copying manuscripts and strongly maintained that
preserving knowledge in memory alone was precarious because of the fallibility of the
human mind. Such realization led to gradual relaxation of the tradition among the
learned Hindus.* Written copies of manuscript have long played an important role in
Jain intellectual, ritual, and community life. In the absence of any enlightened teachers
according to Jain cosmological doctrines, texts containing the teachings of Mahavira are
essential for the guidance of Jain community.”> Same as Jainism, Buddhism was also
committed to writing its religious teachings. Different writing materials were used
before paper was introduced in India which include palm leaves, metal plates, wooden
boards, and prepared clothes. The method of writing changed with the advancement of
scientific technology. One such writing material which sustained for centuries both in
North and south India was the talipot palm (Corypha umbraculifera) till it was replaced

by paper.'®

It was believed that manuscripts were mainly of religious teaching as stated by David
Wyatte, ‘certainly 90 percent of the manuscripts are religious but that still leaves ten
percent which covered just all about every subjects, from poetry to other literature to
law and medicine, History and veterinary science,’’’ but manuscripts in these
monasteries libraries comprised of various sastras embodying philosophical, religious,
and allied discourses of both Brahmanism and Buddhism. According to K.R. Rao, the
Buddhists were the first to establish libraries in India, which became popular and
renowned in different parts of the world. Foreign scholars and travelers came for
learning and access these libraries. Nalanda University had a splendid library known as
Dharma-ganja or the ‘mart of knowledge’ which was situated in three huge buildings

called as Ratnasagra, Ranodadhi and Ratnaranjaka.*®

Whether to recognize those monastic university libraries as ‘library’ in the true sense of
the term requires Gordon’s elucidation. According to him, ‘in modern terminology the

very first collections would probably be classified as archives rather than as libraries,

YK R. Rao, Library Development in India, the Library Quarterly, Vol. 31, No. 2, April 1961, p. 137.

> Jon E. Cort, The Jain Knowledge Ware Houses: Traditional Libraries in India, in Francisca Orsini
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% Blackburn, Print, Folklore, p.21.
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since they were primarily records of rulers and business transactions. But libraries in the
sense of collections of science, literature, medicine, religion, and the like are apparently
almost old.”*® He further enunciated that libraries seem to have come into existence not

long after the invention of writing itself.?’

And with the discovery of the magic of the
art of writing that wisdom of the community were written down and preserved for the

future generations to learn. It is thus, for the care of these records that libraries emerged.

The advent of mass produced printed books elevated libraries into a new position
altogether. A library is no more simply a store house of books but a service institution
and with this responsibility; libraries have also assumed a greater role and
responsibilities in the society. The role of libraries in providing widespread and
inclusive access to knowledge has been widely acknowledged today and as a result,
libraries are at present expected to ‘serve as a local centre for information and
knowledge and to be a gate way to national and global knowledge.”?* After the advent
of printing, dependence on oral systems of transmission has diminished to the point

until they become no more than trace element in language and value.?

Introduction of Printing and the Growth of Libraries

Printing has been the tool of learning, the preserver of knowledge, the medium of
literature, and a great means of communication.?® Introduction of western technology of
print was a great boon for the human civilization through which disseminations of
knowledge was made possible in all nooks and corners of the world, through which
knowledge became easily available to all classes in the society transcending boundaries
of caste, class and creed. Thus, printing serves equally the rich as well as the poor class,
and it was rightly termed as ‘divine art’ for the urban rich and ‘poor man’s friend’ for
the humble rural people.?* Stuart Blackburn has highlighted the power of print when he
remarked that ‘no scholar can ignore the influence of print, especially its power to cast

oral traditions in new forms, to new audiences, across linguistic and geographical

23 Williams R. Gordon, ‘The Role of the Library in the Growth of Knowledge.” p.58.
Ibid.
2L National knowledge Commission Report to the Nation 2006, Government of India, New
Delhi,2007.p.8
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Knowledge in South Asia. Oxford University Press, New Delhi.p.62.
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24 Elizabeth L. Eisenstien, ‘Some Conjectures about the Impact of Printing on Western Society and
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boundaries.”**Printing also enabled certain text and information to transmit faster and
widely than previously possible by speech or writing and greatly facilitates in the

proliferation of public libraries.”®

The culture of publishing texts was, like most other items of everydy modernity,
introduces into India by Europeans.?” Printing was brought to India in 1556 by
Portuguese Jesuit missionaries when they set up the first printing press in Goa,?® and
was initially used for missionary’s enterprises. It was the Christian missionaries who
appealed for printing presses to be dispatched to the mission stations for evangelizing
purpose. Printing press was needed for multiplying of the Bible and other Christian
literatures and also for translating in different Indian languages. For missionaries
realized that translation of gospel in their own languages would be more effective in
understanding the gospel in the most meaningful and in a personal way. Through
printing text, the gospel was spread to wider social class. It could pervade to places
where physical presence was not possible at times owing to various reasons. Printing
thus, became the most vital instrument in spreading the gospel among the Indian

natives.

The arrival of printing in northern part of India was marked as the important landmark
in the history of printing in India. Though print was already introduced much earlier in
southern part, it came to this part of the country only after the arrival of William Carey,
a Baptist missionary in 1793. Driven by zeal to translate the New Testament into Indian
languages as he acquired mastery over 15 languages already including Sanskrit, Carey
bought a wooded printing press in 1798 for this mission. The arrival of wooden printing
press by boat at Madanbati in Bengal was received with great jubilation by William
Carrey and his colleagues convincing villagers to believe that it was the idol of the

Europeans.®

% Blackburn, Print, Folklore,p.1.
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The establishment of the Serampore Mission Press, started by William Carey, Joshua
Marshman and William Ward in 1800, may be considered a watershed in the movement
from scribal to the printed word.*® In the same year, the Forth William College also
established printing press for printing texts for the young officers of the East India
Company to learn the local languanges.®* Thus, began a fertile period for publishing,
fostered by Governor General Warren Hasting and led by Sir William Jones and his
generations of great Orientalist.*® Even though it was the missionaries who introduce
printing and the books to the Indian, it was the Colonialism which eventually got
credited for the novelty of this innovation.*® However, the ‘crucial role missionaries
played everywhere in India in the establishment of printing presses and the creation of
fonts for Indian languages and script, in early prose writing, Bible translations, and
Textbooks fostering in a religious culture through their large production and

distribution of polemical tracts is undisputed.’ 34

Scarcity of printed books in the initial years of printing era often meant books were not
for reading but to stand as respect of artifact signifying authority.® In the absence of
book shops in Calcutta till the last decade of the nineteenth century® printed texts were
very hard to come by. Due to the limited availability of printed artifacts and restricted
literacy on account of social factors such as caste, class, and religion, a printed book

was quite novel,*’

and admired for their novelty value and used for decorating
bookshelves in living room of prosperous households.®® Besides these factors, other
reasons that contributed to make printed text dearer in the initial years were the pricing
policies followed by Paternoster row which controlled and regulated the book market.

This was coupled with the issue that nascent publishing industry rendered books either
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to be too expensive or too elusive for purchase.*® As a result the usefulness of the print

could not be realized in the early period of print.

The power of the print could be best realized only when the printed books were
duplicated and circulated for public readings by making easily accessible to all for
public consumption. However, this idea ran contradictory to the Hindu traditional
practice of limiting access to only certain classes of the society. Eisenstein also
maintained that ‘the notion that valuable data could be preserved best by being made
public, rather than by being kept secret, ran counter to tradition, led to clashes.”*® The
printing text gave the people a wider access to knowledge which in turn helped in the
spread of literacy. But, the nineteenth century literacy was not synonymous with the
literacy acquired through formal schooling, which Orsini strongly suggest. However,
books of entertainment reproducing oral forms were crucial in bridging the transition to

print and instilling a habit of reading. *

The dynamic power of print was most effectively used by the Christian missionaries in
India to further their religious interest. The missionaries needed the press for
evangelical purposes in propagating their faith with the objective to translate and
popularize the scripture in Indian languages.*? Print was not only a key to spreading the
gospel and Christian propaganda, but it was also crucial to the missionaries’ mission of
proselytizing through education. Print also further helped the missionaries to bring
about a propagation of a religion in a more personal and easy way because the printed
word could pervade easily to any individual or group. At times when the missionaries
faced barriers in spreading the gospel in certain Indian society due to class existence,
printing by multiplying texts struck right at the heart of person to person in the
transmission of Christian knowledge.*®* Nevertheless, missionaries became the pioneers
of vernacular printing in India. The first book printing in India was in Tamil in 1577 by

the Portuguese. Books such as catechisms, confessionary, and the lives of the saint were

% Joshi, Priya, ‘Reading in the Public Eye: The Circulation of Fiction in the Indian libraries,1835-

1901,’in Francisca Orisini (ed.) The History of the Book in South Asia, 2013,Ashgate publishing
company,London,.p.433.

0 Eisenstien, Elizabeth L. The Printing Revolution in early modern Europe,1983, Cambridge University

Press, Cambridge, p.81.

1 Francesca Orsini, Print and Pleasure: Popular Literature and entertaining Fictions in Colonial North

India, Delhi, Permanent Black, 2009.pp.231-232.

2 Kesavan, History of Printing in India, p.190.

* Francis Robinson, ‘Islam and the impact of print in South Asia in Nigel Crook (ed.), Transmission of

Knowledge in South Asia, Oxford University Press, New Delhi. p.69.

39



produced and the same was true of the books printed by the protestant in the eighteen

century.**

Printing received a momentous boost when Charter Renewal Act of 1813 opened India
to missionary activity. Until 1813 it forbade the initiation of missionary activities within
its territories. Prior to that, it was only in the Danish enclave of Serampore that the
Baptist missionaries like William Carey, Joshua Marshman, and William Ward could
engage in proselytization and start to spread the gospel in printed form. Opened in 1802,
the Serampore mission soon grew into the largest printing press in south Asia,
inaugurating a period in the history of Indian language printing that was dominated by
missionary activity.* The removal of the press law by the Governor General Lord
Metcalf in 1835 was the opening of flood gates of printing for the native printers. The
first publication issued from this pioneering press was the Carey’s translation of Gospel
of Mathew in August 1800 printed in 125 demi—printed pages. The mission press was
involved in two kinds of printing; Biblical literature and text books for the Fort William
College, and elementary vernacular school.*® Accordingly, a large number of people
first encountered the printed word through missionary tracts and school books. Tithi
Bhattacharya had pointed out the power of print to immortalise all literary and
knowledge. The technology of print thus found the required compatibility with the idea

of print as a devise for civilizing.*’

The advent of the print in India was followed by unprecedented growth in the printed
word which was once unreachable to many in the Indian society. From the new culture,
created by the coming of the print, emerged an enthusiastic class of reading group who
had never had an access to written book before the advent of print since reading
practices were restricted only to a limited class such as Kayastha and Brahmin in the
Hindu society. Religion prohibition coupled with the scarcity of manuscript during
these periods led to even more limited diffusion of literary ideas to other classes.
However, barriers of all kinds hindering to access to reading were removed by the
arrival of print and the rapid spread of literacy. Thus, the availability of cheap print

** Blackburn, Print, Folklore p.9.
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technology made for a much broader social initiative and participation in the production

of literatures which led to setting up of a number of libraries.*®

The impact brought about by the print culture is observed by the Friends of India in
1821

the multiplication of printed works as has excited a taste for reading hitherto
unknown in India...compared with preceding years when manuscript alone
existed, books are now exceedingly common men of wealth and influence
begin already to value themselves on the possession of a library .Even
among the inferior gentry, there are few who do not possess some of the
works which the press has created.*

Rapid spread of literacy to the wider social group led to a ‘substantial rise in neo-literate
readership in Calcutta and its neighborhood in the last quarter of the nineteen century.
Their reading appetite needed food,”*® but outside libraries their access to books was
limited as books during the nascent period of printing were not only expensive but
seldom found in the shop. A visit to libraries was the only solution for this class of
people who wants to read but could not afford to purchase books. Orsini also pointed
out that though rural folks were also benefited from the printed text with a little literacy,
books, novels, which were marginally more expensive, were mostly borrowed from
public libraries. And books mostly for pleasure reading, like novels were absent from
the lists of popular book sellers, while they feature prominently in public libraries.>
Thus, she argued that, public libraries became important spaces for the circulations of
novels.>® Public libraries, thus, became a vital social instrument to bridge the gap
between the people/reader and the printed material. Books and other reading materials
which were far beyond the reach for ordinary people were provided by the libraries and
thereby providing access for wider popular exposure to the text.®® In this context,
Calcutta Public Library was one through which most Indian readers who could not
afford benefited, and so also many British at least through 1920s.>* Libraries which

were once in the private domain of the priests and the rulers and mostly housed
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handwritten manuscript turned into a public institution serving all classes of people. As
a result Libraries became both the benefactors and beneficiaries of the new art called

printing.

Before the arrival of print, reading was limited only to a few sections in the society and
the concept of private reading did not exist for the common people. Familiar reasons
like the physical disadvantages of palm leaf manuscript and limited social accessibility
made it essential to make special effort for them to read.> Therefore, reading for all
genres emerged as a consequence of the spread of printing technology whereby,
religious reading practices were extended to the common people. Post printing, concern
over proper and correct reading not only remained the focal point, there emerged
pressing anxieties as print technology created the potential of readily available all kinds

of texts for literary consumption.>®

The practice of reading within indigenous educational systems such as tols and pathsala
were also closely associated with memorization. The culture of reading was to read out
loud for which there were more or less specifically defining arena- students read under
the tutelage of teachers, scholars read in monasteries.”” The handiness of printed volume
that allowed individual readers to use them at times and places of their choice without
having to assemble at a predetermined time,>® and spread of literacy to less privileged
social group made it possible to read leisurely and at their convenience. Thus, easy
access to books led to an emergence of a significant reading population and resulted in
increased demand for reading. As a consequence the few existing libraries that were
freely accessible to the public were quite unable to supply.>® And there were not many
enterprising publishers willing to cater to the needs of those who having been taught to
read and were eager to make use of their newly acquired accomplishment. During the
years when development of libraries was still nascent, the arrival of printing marked the
beginning of a prosperous era for the growth of libraries in India. The growth of

libraries was hampered by the non existence of adequate written literature before the
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advent of printing. This paved the way for a renaissance in library movement with
remarkable extensions and innovations, both in building and in service. The public
demand and appreciation of libraries increased enormously, and in response, old

methods were revised and new ones introduced.®°

Library provides access to various texts for those who could not afford, and libraries
function at times as an extension for schools and at other times as their substitute.®* And
thus, ‘libraries became almost immediately visible within the colonial landscape with
more established libraries often helping to start a newer institution in their cities
increased the numbers of libraries.”®® For instance, Calcutta Public Library enabled
many societies to establish means for public benefit by donating duplicate periodicals
and books for institutions such as Howrah Institute and Sailor’s Home. Besides helping
these institutes, Curators of the Calcutta Public Library assured that they will be
provided duplicate periodicals and books, to the village libraries within the vicinity of
Calcutta, from time to time as it was considered important that libraries should be
multiplied in and out of the city.®® The Fort William College (1801-1802), the Asiatic
Society Library (1808), and the Calcutta Public Library (1835) were some of the earliest

libraries established under the patronage of Europeans in Calcutta.

A need for library arose in effect of the newly emerged print culture. However, library
in the modern sense emerged with the advent of the European educations and cultures in
India. The British East India Company had a tradition of providing reading materials to
their servants. ‘Books were originally sent on the early voyage with the intention that
they be left in India for the company’s employee so as to provide them with some form
of recreation’® and books were also brought by Britishers coming to India and very
often donated to circulate in libraries or schools. Later missionaries took initiatives to
start schools and colleges with libraries attached for the teachers as well as students.
Books provided by these institutions were the only sources for them. Since books were
not easily available outside these libraries, especially English books, they were imported
from England and were therefore, sold at exorbitant prices. The absence of public
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library in Calcutta was a grave anomaly given the importance of the location, and the
residents who were mostly Europeans and the literate natives. The inconveniences
caused due to absence of public library were raised by J.P Grant, in the public meeting
of the inhabitant of Calcutta in 1835:

| believed this is the only society of the same extent which has no library of
some description: at the cape at Bombay, they are better provided, and
Madras has its literary society, but here in Calcutta, we are without the
means of reading, except by purchasing books... is a very great
inconvenience.®

Emma Roberts, a writer on India also echoed the same problem. She said, in Calcutta
‘English books were literally prized...they were much sought after, extremely expensive
(even for the British) and hard to come by.”®® In the absence of book shop in Calcutta
till the last decade of the twentieth century, hawkers as we have mentioned, before were

the most common agent for distributor.

The effort to encourage students to use school and college libraries had been in practice
since the time of Lord Auckland’s governorship in India. Students were encouraged to
develop reading habits through the use of library. In 1839 Lord Auckland gave away
prizes to those students who greatly benefited ensuing from the use of the school or
college library.®” The same practice was followed by Council of Education in 1848 with
slightly modified rule of selecting the deserving student for awards for thorough

understanding of the subject.®®

The importance of libraries in the schools and colleges had also been highlighted in the
Hunter commission Report of 1882 which states, ‘We cannot doubt that the more
extensive the libraries to which the teachers has access the more the life-like minded
and effective will be his teaching, nor should the benefits of a library to the pupil
themselves be altogether overlooked.”®® The report further goes on to say that ‘school
cannot be regarded as properly equipped without a library.’”® The report later observed

and concluded that since the establishments of libraries in the schools and colleges, a

% Calcutta Monthly Journal, Public Library Meeting, October 1835, p.277.
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perceptible taste for general reading had sprung up among the students though, confined
to a very narrow range, being almost entirely limited to the books which have some

bearing on the subjects of examinations.

The commission recommended that a small grant be made for the formation and
maintenance of libraries in all the high schools and colleges in all the provinces.”
Therefore, following this recommendation there was an increase in the number of
establishment of libraries in the educational institutions. But it was not so in the case of
earlier universities in the three presidencies of Bombay, Calcutta and Madras which
were established in 1857. Libraries of these universities came long after their
establishment. Bombay University was the first to have library in 1872, followed by
Calcutta University in 1879, and in Madras University the first library was opened after
a gap of 50 years from its inception in 1907.

Readers and their Reading Taste

With the establishment of schools and colleges, and many institutions following the
wide spread introduction of English education, demand for library surged to a new
height. There was substantial increase in the number of literacy and members from the
lower classes constituted in no significant measure to the literacy rates.”> The newly
literate class having acquired minimum literacy at least to understand the content of the
text started putting their interest in books and their confidence in libraries as educational

institution.

Calcutta was then an intellectual hub of the British Empire and being the capital city of
British India, it was a transit point where any European coming to India had to halt, and
in their brief sojourn prefer to spend their time in the library. According to the Report of
Imperial Library, ‘it has become the custom for native visitors in Calcutta from all parts
of India to visit the library and in most cases to use it also during some parts of their

stay’73
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Following the introduction of English education in the early nineteenth century, there
was growing administrative, political, and economic opportunities available in
Calcutta.” Many of the educated youth from the nearby villages came to avail the
opportunities offered by this city. They were from diverse backgrounds who responded
to the opportunity opened to them. This newly liberated class made up a sizeable
reading population of the Calcutta Public Library in particular because other libraries
like Asiatic Society Library were limited only to its member and library of the Fort
William was closed down by the time Calcutta Library was established in1835.

Readers of the Calcutta Public Library in the nineteenth century comprised of mixed
background ranging from Governor General to the poorest native students. The
Governor Generals were normally appointed as patron of the library. They were much
willing to be part of the CPL; an overwhelming instance in 1856 was that, on the
departure of Dalhousie, the office of Patron of the library became vacant. Shortly after
the arrival of Lord Canning, an application was submitted to him to do the honour for
filling the vacant office, to which he replied,

I willingly accept the proposal you have made to me to become the patron
of the Calcutta public library and | request you will have the goodness to
place my name on the List of the proprietors of the institution.”

It had been the tradition of CPL to appoint governor generals as patron of the library
since its inception till the time when CPL was put under the management of Calcutta
Municipality Corporation. Rest of Europeans settled in Calcutta for various reasons and
purposes were also associated with Calcutta Public Library in different capacities. Study
from the reports of the library indicates that majority of the library subscribers were
Europeans and they were mostly male with the exception of three European females
who probably were admitted in the place of their late husbands who were proprietors of
the Calcutta Public Library. There are no records of native female readers in the reports.
However, it is believed that native females also had access to printed books as female
education started picking up during this time through their relatives who were male
readers of the library, as proprietors and subscribers, they can have books issued to

them in their houses.’® Number of native subscribers in the CPL was not as encouraging
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as their European counter part in spite of marked increased in the literacy among the
native by this time. But by 1850, there had been steady increased in the numbers of
native subscribers. In any case, the Curators were of the opinion that:

this augmentation is by no means commensurate with that of the educated
portion of the native community. It also to be regretted that there are many
natives (ex students of the metropolitan college students and schools) who
are employed and in public offices and or engaged in other pursuits, who
apparently consider READING unnecessary or useless. It must be well
known that subscription to this library is extremely low; and, while there is
but one public library in this metropolis, it is a reproach on native character
that the institution should not receive more extensive support from the
native population.”
Apart from the record of the books consulted in the reference collection, analysis of

various other reports of CPL reflected the taste of the reading public. Though the taste
varied from time to time, but Literature, Law, and History remained one of the favourite
subjects amongst library readers. Examining the reader’s type of consumption from the
early reports of the Calcutta Public Library, it emerged as a complex or rather startling
revelation on the choice they made in the selection of books for their use. The pattern of
readings between the Europeans and the Indian significantly differed from each other.
Most Indian readers’ choices were made driven by the desires to enhance their
knowledge to read from a superior work available in the library which they could not
afford to posses otherwise. However, it was not so in the case of European readers. The
Europeans mostly consumed prose work of imagination and some light readings. The
application of natives’ Curators of the Calcutta public library was the perfect testimony
proved to this effect. Thus:

One of the great objects of formation of this institution is the dissemination
of European literature and science in this country. As the promotion of real
interests of India and we may add the real happiness of the inhabitants,
mainly depend upon the successful prosecution of those efforts which have
been made for some years past to foster a taste for elegant literature and
sound knowledge of the west. It may be consider a duty incumbent on every
Englishman, whatever may be his station, in furthering this object.”

From the above statement, it became quite clear that for natives, their aspiration was to
secure knowledge from the collections of the library. Unlike the Europeans who used
the library for recreational purposes, for the majority of native Indians the CPL was the
only recourse where they can derive knowledge. Therefore, they appealed to the

" Ibid.,pp.6-7.
"8 Report of the Calcutta public Library for the year 1850,p.xxvi
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Curators of the library to make available of those books which can add to their
knowledge of sciences and literatures of the west within their reach. Soon enough there
were significant increase in the number of those books pouring in the library ‘as several
learned societies of Great Britain responded to the application made to them for their
transactions and journals.’79 The native’s preference for ‘a taste for elegant literature
and sound knowledge of the west’ prevailed in the collections of the library. The
objective of the Europeans, as remarked by Minchin who was a member present in the
meeting, was that ‘the institution of this library, not only so far as the community of
Calcutta concern are but as society likely to benefit the natives of this country generally
for by extending to them the literature of England we induce them to cultivate the
knowledge of our language and afford them the means both of improving their literature

and their moral.’®

However, considering the nature of the library which was intended to be a ‘general
library combining the advantages of reference and resort with those of circulating

*8Ljt was perceived incomplete without the collection of fictions and novels in the

library,
library holdings. There were complaints regarding the ‘paucity of fictions in the
library’®” from the readers. Report of the Finances of the Calcutta public library pointed
out the existing disparity:

It has been shown in previous paragraph that % of the circulation consist of
Novels and Periodicals, while it appears here that nearly 2/3 of the books
purchased in 1870 and 1872 consisted of a graver reading, so that the
purchase did not harmonise with the prevailing taste.®
The measures to improve the collections were taken up and were duly noted. The
instructions regarding selection of books were also revised by the book selection
committee, ‘with the view in meeting increased demand for works of the most popular
novelist, the committee has ordered...”®
When the holdings of the public library did not reflect the reader’s taste it was
inevitable to expect drastic fall on the membership. This called for immediate attention

of the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library to take measures concerning the issue.
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The subcommittee, appointed by Finance committee suggested for a favourable solution
to this problem. According to the subcommittee;

a mere increase of fund for buying books will however be of little avail in
making the library popular, unless the taste of the subscribers, who in fact,
support the library are consulted by allowing the subscribers to be fully
represented in the governing body, as required the selection and purchase of
books.®
Ultimately, various measures taken up by the Curator’s yielded in the increase of
membership as found in the later Report of the Calcutta public library 1873. ‘The
percentage of Indian members increased three—fold from a low of 10% total subscribers
in 1873 to almost 30% in 1893 when purchasing trends converged with reader demands

for fiction.”®®

Rise of the Readership in the Library

With the spread of education to a wider social class, there was rise in literacy among the
rural folks, who were till then belonged exclusively to the ‘hearing public.” They started
to put their interest in reading with limited knowledge of writing and reading altered the
literary culture of nineteenth century Calcutta. The literary culture which was once
enjoyed only by the upper classes of the society permeated to other classes with the
coming of the print. The new literary practices enhanced by print contributed to the rise
of the reading population and that of readership in libraries as well. Rossini claimed that
‘the commercial success of the detective novel may be linked not to a widening habit of
book-buying but to a more intensive use of public libraries.’® The easy access to
printed materials which were made available in the Calcutta Public Library was
recourse to their poor background, for most of the newly literate were from the lower
strata of the society. Visits to libraries perhaps provided vicarious satiety to readers who
wanted to possess books but did not.®
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With the opening of Imperial Library in 1903, the number of readers doubled to that of
CPL. Being the first public library directly managed by the government it was more
attractive in terms of its collections as well as its building. Every citizen who sought for
knowledge was welcome in the Imperial Library for free. Therefore, with the growing
realisation of the usefulness of the library, the native readers appealed to the Governor
General of India for the relaxation of the cast iron rule of the library to ‘enable the
reading public to reap unhindered the benefits of the treasure of knowledge stored up
therein.”® Taking consideration of the native reader’s request various measures were
taken by the proprietors and Curators of the library to encourage the native readers to
use the library and seize the opportunity to fully explore the knowledge which is within
their grasp and thereby expand the horizon of their knowledge. Besides other measures,
a special attention was also given to the Oriental Department for the benefit of natives

whose numerical strength has increased gradually in the library.®

The significant increase in the number of readers testify to the liberality of the pioneers
and Curators of the library in extending the usefulness of this institution to the natives, a
majority of these people were those who have received their education in the
vernacular. To ensure that everyone gets equal advantages form Calcutta Public Library,
collections in each department was taken care of, and special efforts were initiated to
look into the collections in the oriental sections for native readers. When the addition in
the oriental section was reported, it was believed that it would enhance the usefulness to
those who received their education in the vernacular. Hence, in 1950, Report of the
Calcutta Public Library Stated that, ‘the collection of vernacular book has increased and
the library is therefore useful also to those who are not English scholars.”*'Individual’s
role also greatly contributed to the usefulness of the library, effort of J.Macfarlane was
one such example. J.Macfarlane, the librarian of the Imperial Library occasionally
translated passage from French and German books relating to India for the benefits of

students- latter demand had sprung up for instructions in those tongues.*

In spite of remarkable increase in the number of readers, Curators of the library

expressed their concern over the ill representation from a certain section of the
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community in the library namely, the educated natives. It appeared that the habit of
reading for the natives was yet to be adopted as second nature unlike the Europeans.
Number of native subscribers in the CPL was not as encouraging as their European
counter part in spite of marked increase of literacy among the native. By 1850, there had
been a steady increase in the numbers of native subscribers, nevertheless, to the
Curators, the increase was not substantial. Consequently, in the Report of the Imperial
Library, 1904, the librarian had remarked,

this augmentation is by no means commensurate with that of the educated
portion of the native community. It also to be regretted that there are many
natives (ex students of the metropolitan college students and schools) who
are employed and in public offices and or engaged in other pursuits, who
apparently consider READING unnecessary or useless. It must be well
known that subscription to this library is extremely low; and, while there is
but one public library in this metropolis, it is a reproach on native character
that the institution should not receive more extensive support from the
native population.*®

The Calcutta Public Library was established with the objective to benefit all classes of
the community, by no means excepting those young men, natives of this country, who
are most meritoriously pursuing their studies and whose means do not afford them
opportunities of purchasing books.** The advantages ensued from the Calcutta Public
Library benefited all sections of the society, and especially the disadvantaged class. The
easy accessibility of books has resulted in cultivating a taste of reading among the
common people, for which it was also attributed to the affordability of books fostered
by the Calcutta Public Library. Having access to printed materials has innumerable
benefits to the native citizens not only in acquiring knowledge about the literatures and
sciences of the west but also improved the mental habits and attitude entailed by access
to printed materials.

Commenting on the benefit of reading, Samuel Smiles said, ‘amongst those who read,
unquestionably there had been an improvement in their habits or order, temperance and
character generally.” He further argued, ‘give a man an interesting book to take home
with him to his family, it is probable that the man will stay in his house to read in
preference to going out and spending his time in dissipation and or in idleness.”®® The

advantages of reading and its effects on the reading public was also described by John
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Imray, an advocate of the library movement; ‘Have you known persons apparently came
with habits of disorder gradually reclaimed, in consequence of reading in the library, to
habit of order? | have known men of from 20-30 who, when they came, in the school
room, smoked their pipes in the school room, overturned the forms, and did all
mischief, and now they are perfectly quite and orderly, and they dress better; instead of
rags, they came with whole clothes(though of the poorest kind), and they sit down in the
library with the greater quietness and decorum and read the book.”® This is an ample
proof of their interest in books and their confidence in the efficacy as educators. It is
commonly accepted that next to school, the greatest influence is that of the public
library.®” The need for more libraries was a sign of the growing usefulness as educators

and dispensers of knowledge.

Printing has revolutionised the world of literati, reading, and writing, and by which
mass production of books and other reading materials were made possible for wider
access. Without the print, the purpose of library would have been rendered useless and
would not have had the profound impact as have witnessed in modern days. The growth
of libraries in other parts of the country soon became a popular landscape in the colonial

India.

The introduction of print articulated the concept and the emergence of public library. As
already mentioned above, before the invention of the printing press, libraries were in
private possessions of the monarch or the religious institutions mainly due to scarcity of
books and in the absence of printed books, there was no activity in the library. The role
of libraries were just confined to safeguarding and acted as a repository house of the
collective human memory. It was only with introduction of printed text that put libraries
into action, and when there is activity in the library there is development. In India
access to literary and sacred books were regulated by some crucial factors such as caste,
class, sect, and gender.”® But with the introduction of printing, every barrier in the path
of literacy was mitigated and through public library, access to reading and knowledge
became attainable for every individual. The aim of the public libraries is to ‘promote

knowledge, education and cultural activity by providing books and other suitable
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material free of charge.”®® And moreover, in the use of the library, there is no feeling on
the part of the student that he is under an authority which sets him the pattern of study,
and accordingly there is engendered in him a feeling of independence which in turn
inspires self-confidence and self-discipline.*®

Library Movement in India: Towards Mass Education

Libraries play an important role in the education of millions of people. The library
movement is by far the most important movement in the modern age. It represents the
important revolutions in the field of communication. It could be rightly said that the first
revolution took place when human beings began to communicate with his fellow being
through the spoken word. The second evolution marked the era when the spoken word
was reduced to writing and books began to be printed. A library movement brought a
tremendous revolution in the field of education and human knowledge. A library is a
real source of real knowledge and no education can be regarded as complete in the

absence of libraries. Thus, a library is a key to the world of knowledge.

The modern library movement started in India in the beginning of the twentieth century.
According to Ashin Kumar Dutta, there were three important forces which led to the
library movement in India. The first was the introduction of new education, the second
force was the wider used of printing press to publish books right in India, and the third
was coming of the steamship and railways making it possible to obtain books cheaply
and quickly from England.'®* The year 1808 is considered a landmark in the history of
public libraries in India when for the first time Government initiated responsibilities for
the development of libraries in India. Then, the government initiated a proposal to
register libraries which would receive free copies of books published from the ‘Funds
for the Encouragement of Literature.”'® It was in the year 1835 when the Calcutta
Public Library was established with the help of the Europeans, that the modern library

movement gained momentum.
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The establishment of CPL was a milestone in the library movement which brought in
the concept of public library system based on the western lines to introduce modern
methods. Another watershed in the history of library movement in India developed on
the work of Maharaja Sayaji Rao Gaekwad, the ruler of the princely state of Baroda,

who built village libraries and travelling libraries.

Maharaja Sayaji Rao brought W.A.
Borden, an American librarian from New Haven, Connecticut, to organise an elaborate
library system composed of central library, village libraries, and travelling libraries and
an agency to impart visual education to the illiterate masses. Borden, a pioneer of
library movement in India, introduced many distinct features in the professional
scenario. His contribution to the development of public libraries and more specifically
in making public libraries accessible to masses was the most innovative.'® Borden also
started the first library classes on 6 March 1911."® Commenting on the historic
achievement ,the Report on Public Instruction for the year 1910-11 remarked that
‘nowhere in India has there been up to now a single library class attached to any of the
libraries where young men and women could be trained in the most up to date

. . 1
requirements of Library economy.’ 06

In Madras, S.R. Ranganathan, who is regarded as the father of Indian library
movement, endeavoured to give it a proper shape when he started a certificate course in
library science in 1929, under the auspice of Madras Library Association which was
founded in 1928. What Ranganathan started as certificate course in library science
blossomed into a degree course in 1947 when he was invited by Maurice Gwyer,
Chancellor of the Delhi University, to start library services at Delhi University and to
set up a separate department of library science. Thus, Delhi University became the first

107
d.'?

university where degree course in library commence William Alanson Borden was

also instrumental in establishing the Baroda Library Club and its journal called Library
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Miscellany in 1912.1% With all his initiatives and contributions, library movement in

India advanced.

The movement also spread in three presidencies including provincial capitals such as
Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, Delhi, and Punjab, and many districts and towns also
witnessed similar movement through government initiatives. The establishment of
Andhra Provincial Library Association in 1914 was the outcome of the library
movement which gave impetus to the growth of libraries in Andhra. Similarly, many
regional library associations were also formed. What William Alanson Borden had
accomplished in Baroda, Asa Don Dickinson, an American librarian, also did the same
in Punjab. Asa Don Dickinson, inspired by the success in Baroda under the stewardship
of Mr. Borden, founded the Punjab Library Association in 1915 and published ‘the
Punjab Library Primer’ in 1916, the second library science publication in India.’®® Asa
Don Dickinson, like his counterpart in Baroda introduced professional training program
at the university level in Punjab University in 1915."°The Bengal, library association

was founded by Manindra Dev Rai in 1927.

The turning point in the library movement was the formation of the Indian Library
Association (ILA) in 1933, mainly due to the effort of Khan Bahadur Asadullah. With
the birth of ILA, library workers found a status and a voice. Following this, other
provinces also set up their associations.'** One of the remarkable developments that
took place resulting from the library movement was the coming out of the Report of the
Library Development Committee, Bombay 1939-40, headed by Sri A.A.A. Fyzee, in

which it put forth a scheme of developing libraries in the provinces in six stages:
1. Setting up of Central and 3 regional libraries,
2. Added 15 District libraries,
3. added 167 taluka or peta libraries and 100 libraries in town,

4. added 979 libraries for villages of populations 2,000 and more
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5. added 2696 libraries for villages of 1000-2000 populations and final stage
6. added 17753, libraries for villages below 1,000 population.

To implement this scheme, the government of Bombay fought shy of the financial
implications, resulting in partial implementation in the latter four stages."> Another
milestone during this period was the founding of the Delhi Public Library (DPL) in
1950, as India-UNESCO pilot project. The library was opened by the then Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 1951. Its main purposes were to give public library services
using modern techniques with special emphasis on the problem of service to new
literate and less educated class.™ It is one of the largest public libraries in India. DPL is
also one of the depository centres of the four national depositories in India. As a
depository library, it receives a copy of each books, magazines, newspapers and
periodicals published in India for free.

Library movement gained wider recognition after India’s independence in 1947. The
Development of Library Legislation after independence has made an impact on the
history of libraries and their growth and development. According to Bhatt, ‘the
legislation is an essential need in any country because it puts structure, management and
finance of library system on proper footing.”'** Post-independence, the Madras Public
Library Act was passed in 1948. This was the first legislation of its kind in India. Soon
after Madras, other states also followed suit. However, there are many states which are
yet to enact library legislations. So far only18 states have passed the library legislations.
Ranganathan avowedly advocated for the enactment of public library legislations in
every state, because it is a vital instrument in setting up of a net work of public libraries
in the country and a public library system derives its strength from the state library
legislation, therefore states that have enacted library legislation have been

comparatively more successful.*®

Notable major event after independence was the appointment of National Library

Committee in 1947 by Sir John Sargent, the then education advisor to the government

112 Report of Advisory Committees for Libraries, Government of India, Ministry of Education, 1959.p.3.
3 Frank M Gardner, The Delhi Public Library: An Evaluation Report, Paris, Unesco, 1957.p.13.

14 R K.Bhatt, History and Development of Libraries in India,New Delhi,Mittal Publications,1995,pp,-
115-116.

115 jashu Patel and Krishna Kumar,Libraries and Libraianship in India,London,Greenwood

Press,2001.p.103.
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of India with Ranganathan as one of its members. This was followed by another
important landmark when University Education Commission was formed in 1948 under
the chairmanship of S. Radhakrishnan. The importance of libraries in higher education
was accorded in the Report of the Commission on University Education (1948-
1949); Libraries is the heart of the University’s work directly so, as regards its research
work, and indirectly as regards its educational work which derives its life from research
work. Scientific research needs a library as well as laboratories, while for humanistic
research the library is both library and laboratory in one.”**® In 1948 the Radhakrishnan
Commission reported on the unsatisfactory condition of the university libraries, ‘it was
distressing to find that in most colleges and universities the library facilities were very

poor indeed.”*’

Various committees and commissions were also appointed to examine problems and to
adopt measures for the development of libraries. University Grants Commission was
appointed in 1953, to assist and advice the UGC in matters relating to libraries, review
committee headed by Ranganathan was appointed. From its inception, UGC has been
extending financial support for the development of university libraries. In the same year
in 1953 the Secondary Education Commission, also known as Mudaliar Commission
was appointed for the development of school libraries. It recommended that the ‘library
should be made the most attractive place in the school, should be adequately supplied
with properly selected books, and periodicals, and should have the service of a highly

»118

qualified and trained librarian. In 1957, the government appointed the Advisory

Committee for Libraries to strengthened development of public libraries in India.**

At the dawn of independence and the democratization of the educational system,
government of India started to take keen interest in providing public services to the
masses. As a democratic country, every citizen has right to education/learn and to be
informed of happenings around him/her. To meet this end, democratisation of

knowledge through books, newspapers, periodicals, visual aids etc. should be made

1 1hid. p.51.

17 Jashu Patel and Krishna Kumar, Libraries and Librarianship in India, London, Greenwood
Press,2001,p.51.

“8Arabinda Biswas and Suren Agrrawal (eds.), Indian Educational Documents since independence :
Committee,Commissions,Conferences, edited by,New Delhi, The Accademic Publishers,p.452.

19 Jashu Patel and Krishna Kumar, Libraries and Librarianship in India, London, Greenwood
Press,2001,p.12.
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freely available in the libraries. Libraries alone can serve this purpose and it is the duty

of the government to maintain libraries and to make it an effective public institutions.

Public library in particular is the product of political democracy and belief that self
education based on the free flow of information through books is an essential feature of
democratic way of life.”® Unless, education are provided to the masses through public
libraries by giving free and equitable access there cannot be real democracy. Therefore,
growth and development of public libraries should be given due emphasis. The
objective could be realised only with the help from the government. This point has been
suggested rightly in the Report of the Library Committee, Bombay, 1939-40 as, ‘if the

movement is taken up by government, it will certainly be a success.” '

For the first time, central government was directly involved in the development and
growth of public library after gaining independence by including the scheme for the
‘Improvement of Library Service’ in the First Five Year Plan (1951-1956). This was
considered an important landmark in the history of public libraries in India. During the
First Five Year Plan (1951-1956) the emphasis were given on the improvement of
library services for the educational development. The objective was to set up a national
central library, a state central library in each state. The scheme targeted every area
selected by the government for intensive educational development. The experimental
project was meant to monitor the impact of the number of educational institutions in
area covering 100 villages. Each area was to have five model community centres, plus a
main library with branches to distribute books to 20 villages. This project was

implemented in 29 areas in the country.

By the end of the First Five Year plan, nine states had prepared plans for setting up their
State Central Libraries and eight states had either set up or were in the process of setting
up District Libraries of the requisite pattern in hundred districts.** It was also proposed
under this plan to set up a National Central Library and one Central library in each state.
Some of the important achievements during this plan were the establishment of Delhi
Public Library in 1951 and INSDOC in 1955 with the joint efforts and assistance from

120ghodh Kumar Mookerjee and Benoyendra Sengupta, Library Organisation and Library
Administration,Calcutta,World Press Private LTD.,1977.p.48.

121 Report of the Library Committee, 1939-40, Bombay, Government Central Press ,1941.p.5.
122G.D.Bhargava, Public Libraries in India-a Review, in N.B.Sen (ed.), Development of Libraries in New
India, New Delhi, New Book Society of India,1965.p.254.
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the government of India and UNESCO. In 1952, Government of India initiated the
community development program in which social education was assigned an important
role. Gradually, the pattern of the social education programme took a clear shape and
libraries including circulating libraries occupied an integral place in this programme.

The community development programme thus gave a fillip to rural libraries.'?®

In 1954, the Delivery Books Act was passed and later the Act was amended in 1956 to
include newspapers. The Act obligated every publisher in India to deposit a copy of its
publication with the National Library in Calcutta, the Asiatic (Central) Library Bombay,
Connemara Public library, Madras, and the Delhi Public Library. On the basis of books
received under this Act, a National Bibliography is prepared by the central Reference
library in Calcutta which was set up in 1955.** Government continued to support for
strengthening of public library services in the country by implementing various schemes
in the subsequent Five Year Plans. However, in recent past, many of the public libraries

in the country are in pathetic condition due to paucity of funds from the government.

Until conditions of public libraries are improved, literacy of the masses could not be
improved. As according to Murrison, next to school ‘the greatest influence is that of the
public library on the people.”*?* He further quoted from the Report of the Third Interim
Report of the Adult Education Committee, Libraries and Museums, on their shared
responsibilities of schools and libraries that ‘The schools, libraries and the museums are
an allied institutions, each of will fulfil its responsibilities and realized its aim through
the development of others.'?® Although libraries were not sufficiently equipped to take
the place of an educational agent in India, nevertheless, their educational role cannot be

totally overlooked.

Conclusion

Before the introduction of print, libraries were just a store of house of knowledge. The
roles of libraries were just confined to collection and preservation of the written records.

The absence of printed text rendered libraries just a store house of knowledge. These

123 Report of Advisory Committees for Libraries, Government of India, Ministry of Education, 1959.p.5.
1241 1a;

Ibid.
125\.J.Morrison, The Public Library: Its Origin, Purpose and Significance, London, George G. Harrap
&Co.LTD.1971.p.155.
126 As quoted by W.J.Murrison in his book , The Public Library: Its Origin, Purpose and Significance,
London, George G. Harrap &Co.LTD.1971.p.82.
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libraries were mostly owned by Royals, priestly classes, and religious institutions and
monasteries. Therefore, common people could not get access to the early libraries and
there were not many libraries due to the non-availability of books. It was only after the
introduction of printing in India that common people come in contact with printed
books and functions of libraries assumed dynamic. The modern concept of public
library as a service institution started due to the introduction of print and subsequent
proliferation of printed text led in the establishment of several public libraries in the
later period. Thus, the significant importance of libraries as educational institution came

to be recognised only with the introduction of print.

The introduction of printing by the Christian missionary in India was a boon especially
for the ordinary classes. Before the introduction of printed, manuscript reading or
reading of any kinds of books was limited to only upper classes for reasons such as
caste and paucity of printed text. The mass production of text made it possible by print
resulted in the demand for establishment of public libraries to have access to those
printed text. Even though books started to appear in the market in abundance after 1857,
especially when vernacular presses were established, the exorbitant prices of books
were beyond the reach of common people. Visit to public libraries were the only
solution to their problem. Therefore, Calcutta public library was established to meet the
literary needs of the inhabitants of Calcutta. There is no doubt that Calcutta had become

the epicentre of the print industries, education, and cultural centre in the later period.

Public libraries in India have come a long way. What began as a storehouse of
preserving written religious texts has now become the dispenser of knowledge to
millions of Indians, both young and old. At one time the perennial issue of caste had
prevented the common people from reading and gaining knowledge. But the advent of
colonial rule brought massive revision in the existing format of dispensing knowledge

in India.

The introduction of printing mobilised the flow of writing and producing books, which
in turn benefited institutions which maintained the books. Then the cycle continued to
benefit the people who relentlessly desired to read or gain more knowledge. In the later
years, the need to formally institutionalise such establishments became a necessity for
easy access to knowledge without any prejudices and discrimination against any group

of people or community or gender. The books, which were considered rightfully
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belongs to the rich and powerful, became affordable and accessible for every individual,

barring divisions of the society, with the foundation of public libraries.

As a consequence of these developments, public libraries began to grow and flourish
not just in the major cities but also in small towns, across the country. Simultaneously,
when the British introduced Western education, it became imperative to generate ample
of texts for the students. Once this educated young people become professionals, it
created a faction in the society who wish to continue reading. The only impediment that
thwarted the growth of public library during those years was the scarcity of funding to
maintain the libraries. In subsequent years, measures were introduced and decisions
taken to address and redress the issues, and to make public libraries an epicentre of
dispensing knowledge for every individuals who thirst to read and seek more
knowledge.
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CHAPTER THREE

EVOLUTION OF THE CALCUTTA PUBLIC LIBRARY

This chapter documents the establishment of Calcutta Public Library (CPL), the first
modern public library in India, and its transition from a modest public library to its
amalgamation to the Imperial Library in 1900. The chapter also examines various
challenges that confronted the library in the initial stage of its establishment and also its
later stage of existence when most of the Europeans withdrew their membership. It
investigates the role of library’s administrators in the growth of the CPL. Important
themes like how this institution functioned, how it was managed, and what were its
contributions to the society are also being discussed. Since the successes of any
institutions depend mainly on the objectives of its establishment, therefore, in order to
realize the objective of the CPL the roles of founders are examined. The study also
looks at the transfer of Calcutta Public Library to the Hall and its eventual decline

which led to its amalgamation to the Imperial library in 1902.

1835 was a landmark in the history of public libraries in India for it heralded a civic and
institutional ideology beginning to be practiced throughout India.! Before 1835,
libraries were mostly owned and maintained by rulers and higher caste in India, and
they were mostly private possessions. Public were denied access to the written record
for various reasons. It was meant only for a few classes of the society and for the
Europeans. The establishment of Calcutta Public Library in 1835 altered the history of
public libraries in India. This establishment symbolizes the dawn of the modern public
library in India and it became a cornerstone for Indian intellectual and a hallmark of

civilized nation growing into a modern age.?

! Priya Joshi, ‘Reading in the Public Eye: The Circulation of Fiction in Indian Libraries: 1835-1901", in
Francesca Orsini (ed.) ‘The History of the Book in South Asia’. 2013,London,Ashgate publishing
company,p.443.

2 Joshua Christopher Mika, Discriminating Taste: Editing Siam’s Patrimony and the Birth of the
‘National Library’,1905-1925, Master thesis, University of Hawi’i , 2012.p.39.
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Calcutta Public Library: Historical Reflections

In the early nineteenth century, Calcutta was a trade centre- a commercial city and the
capital city of British India. Maximum Europeans were concentrated in Calcutta for
many reasons and purposes. The city under the British rule continued to expand and
flourish. With the coming of British and other Europeans in the city, they brought with
them their culture and practices and introduced them in the city. They also adopted
Indian cultures and traditions. The cultural exchange between the natives and Europeans
became quite inevitable as they worked in close proximity. One of the habits of
Europeans which they fervently exercised even in a foreign land was leisure reading.
However, reading was an expensive leisure as books were not easily available in India
and the books which they brought along with them were insufficient to quench their
thirst to read. There were no public libraries where they could borrow or read books. By
this time, reading population increased because of the introduction of English education.

Demand for books also increased simultaneously.

The newly literate citizens were not only interested in reading but were also pompous to
show off their newly acquired skill of reading and also to retain reading practices. For
many poor students library was their only refuge. Because of poverty they were unable
to buy books, and they began to use this library for their studies and made the best
opportunity to exploit the knowledge present therein. But in the absence of public
library in this part of the country they had no means for reading except to purchase
books which was exorbitantly priced and therefore, beyond their means. This
inconveniences caused due to lack of public library were raised by many of the
inhabitants of Calcutta. In relation to this problem, J.H. Stocqueler, the editor of the
local daily ‘The Englishman’ suggested in the public meeting of 20 August 1835, to
establish a public library where everybody would be welcome to take advantages it
offers. The matter was further raised by J.P Grant in the next public meeting of the
inhabitants of Calcutta on 31 August 1835:

I believed this is the only society of the same extent which has no library of
some description: at the cape at Bombay, they are better provided, and
Madras has its literary society, but here in Calcutta, we are without the
means of reading, except by purchasing books... is a very great
inconvenience.?

¥ Calcutta Monthly Journal, Public Library Meeting, October 1835, p.277.
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J.H. Stocqueler had earlier set up Bombay General Library before venturing into
Calcutta as the editor of the local daily The Englishman. Bombay was also deficient of
public library before Stoqueler founded General Library and Reading Room on 15
November 1830 which was opened to all ranks, classes, and castes without distinction.
A respectable character, a decorous demeanour, and strict adherence to the rules
constituted the only requisites for admission to this library.* The library, under his
patronage prospered, but unfortunately, after his departure it was never heard of.
Stoqueler, coming to Calcutta in January 1833, noticed that not even a single public
library in Calcutta existed to which all classes might have equal access. Also, unlike
other presidencies, Calcutta had maximum English educated Indian natives. It was
considered that the time for establishing a library was conducive as the population of
educated natives were also numerous to constitute a reading public. Apparently,
Stocqueler had brought forth the same project before to Calcutta, but had not succeeded
in his first attempt. He therefore, suggested the public meeting of the inhabitants of
Calcutta to discuss how to commemorate the emancipation of Indian press by Lord
Metcalf, the then Governor General of India. The Public meeting of the inhabitants was
organised on 20 August 1835, to establish public library in Calcutta. Stocqueler
presented the scheme in the meeting as:

a considerable inconveniences is sustained by almost all classes of the
community of Calcutta, owing to the absence of anything like General
Library, combining the advantage of Reference and Resort with those of
Circulating Library, it is proposed to take measures of immediately
establishing such institution, upon scale commensurate with the interest and
wants of the reading population.®
There was overwhelming respond to the proposition of establishment of public library
in Calcutta. The scheme was well appreciated by both Europeans and the Indian natives,
and people believed that ‘it will be highly advantageous to the inhabitants of Calcutta.”’
A unanimous decision regarding the establishment of public library was thus adopted in
the meeting and hence, in the next public meeting of the inhabitants of Calcutta held on
31% August 1835 it was resolved that.-

It is expedient and necessary to establish in Calcutta a public library of
reference and circulation that shall be open to all ranks and classes without

*P.T. Nair, Origin of National Library: Days of the Calcutta Public Library, Kolkata,National Library of
India, 2004, p.8.

> Ibid.

®Ibid.

" Calcutta Monthly Journal, Public Library Meeting, October 1835, p.277.
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distinction and sufficiently extensive to supply the ones of the entire

community in every department of literature.®
By this resolution, the Calcutta Public Library was established in 1935. Thereafter, ‘in
the same meeting a Committee was appointed to consider of the best means of
accomplishing the objects stated in the first Resolutions to frame a set of Rules and
Regulations for the management and to report the same together with their opinion to a
meeting to be called as soon as they are prepared with their Report.’gThe Committee
requested the Bengal government to allow the use of William College Library’s
collections. This was ‘in consequence of the government having resolve to discontinue
the keeping up of the Fort William College, there is a probability that the library
belonging to that institution will be disposed off, and we ventured to ask of the
government to allow, under such rules as it may approve of the subscribers to the
projected library to enjoy the use of such books of the college library.’*°

Our aim is not to supplant other public institutions but to create one we shall
supply a want which is daily felt by the public here, and which as existing
institution has the means of supplying and we trust that the government will
think it not an unworthy application of public property to commit the care of
it to those whose only object to make it as exclusively useful as the
necessity preserving it will allow.**
The government of Bengal willingly consented for the use of the college library’s
collections having full confidence that the books in their disposal would make a
difference in the lives of the common people by giving unrestricted access to those in
need. It was reported that ‘the governor of Bengal being desirous of rendering the
college library as extensively as useful as possible will be prepared to make over to the

proposed library society.”*? With the college library’s collection as the nucleus, a newly

established library was formally opened to the public on 21 March 1836.%

Mr. Stoqueler was fortunate to have revived it at a time when society was starting to

realize its true interests and when the rights of men were more readily recognized and

8 Letter from JP.Grant to G.A.Busby,Secretary to the Government of India, General
g’roceedings.No.35.Dated Forth William.23 September 1835, p.760.
Ibid.
19 General Proceedings 23 September 1835, No.35, Letter from W.P. Grant to G.A. Bush, Secy. to
government.p.760.
™ Ibid.p.761.
12 General Proceedings 7" October - 30" December, 1835, No.15.p.188.
23 September 1835, N0.35, Letter from W.P.Grant to G.A. Bush, Secretary to government.
3 K.N.Dhar, The Imperial Library Calcutta, The Calcutta Review, 1920.Vol.No.p.68.
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better appreciated.'* Establishment of Calcutta Public Library was watershed in the
history of public libraries in India. The administrators of the CPL had high confident
that it will be highly advantageous to the inhabitant of Calcutta, and through its free
access, will yield in the promotion of literacy of the masses.™ Initially the Calcutta
public library did not have its own habitation, it was the generosity of Dr. Strong who
offered the lower part of his house to use as library for the ‘present reception of all
works that may be purchased or presented’!” and to use as storehouse for any books that
might accumulate in future until a proper place was ready for them.® The offer was
accepted by the library committee and thus, CPL continued to function from there till
July 1841.

After a successfully establishment, a provisional committee was appointed to consider
for the best means of accomplishing the objects and to frame rules for the management
of the library.®® The committee was formed with persons drawn from various
backgrounds representing interest of various whose experience and attachment to
literature and science would help in rendering the most important services, and enable
each particular section to have its own representative. Thereby, it might be considered,
congress of the republic of letters-gentlemen who are acquainted, and familiar with each
section and from we may hope that the institution will derived the most beneficial

result.?°

A Provisional Committee was formed with the following as members, Edward Ryan,
J.P. Grant, Mr. W.H. Macnaghten, C.W. Smith, Colonel Dunlop, The Rev. H. Fisher,
Dickens, Dr. Ranken, The Rev. James Charles, J.C. Marshman, John Bell, Ruseekrishen
Mullick, W.P. Grant, The Rev. Dr. St. Leger, James Kyd, Capt. D.L. Richardson, Capt.
Thomson, James Princep, W.M. Wollaston, R. Scott Thomson, B. Harding, W. Carr,

Wale Byrn and Russomoy Dutt.**The members in this provisional committee were

“ Ibid.

1> Calcutta Monthly Journal, October, 1835.p.277.

16 K.N.Dhar, The Imperial Library Calcutta, The Calcutta Review,1920.Vol.No.p.68.

YGeneral Proceedings, No0.33, Letter from Stocqueler to Prinsep, Secretary to the Government of
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18 Calcutta Monthly Journal, October 1835.p.278.
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%0 Calcutta Monthly Journal, Asiatic News, October 1835, p.279.
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further divided into sub-committees of four or five persons, each sub-committee taking

different sections, striving towards the prosperity of the library.

Soon the library began to prosper with donations of books pouring in from various
individuals for the use of the library and thereby, making it popular for its usefulness.
The testimony of its usefulness to the people were published from the collective report
of the library beginning from the year 1836 to1839 which reads, ‘with respect to the
occasion of subscribers, the circulation of books and the collection made in every
month, the operation of the last year, exhibit a decided superiority, and cannot but be

gratifying to those who are interested in the prosperity in the institution.’?

In order to establish the correctness of this remark, the following tabular statement,

collected from the reports furnished at the different annual meetings had been sub joint.

Table 1: No. of Subscribers and subscription amount received

Year No. of subscribers Amount received per month
(in Rs)

1836 5 22

1837 38 200

1838 59 310

1839 100 498

Source: Calcutta Monthly Journal, 4 March 1839, p.142.

22 Calcutta Monthly Journal,4 March 1839,p.142.
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Table 2: Amount of Subscription collected during 1835-39

Year Amount of Subscription collected
C.Rs paise Anna

Sep. 1835 —Feb 1839 2193 0 0

19™ Feb 1837-10™ Feb 1838 3325 0 0

11" Feb 1838- 31 January 1839 5211 0 0

Average monthly collection of 1839 453 2 1

Average monthly collection of 1838 277 1 1

Source: Calcutta Monthly Journal, 4 March 1839, p.142.
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Table 3: Circulation of Books and Journals 1837-1839

Item Period of circualtion No. of Volumes
Books Feb 1837 to Jan 1838 8700
Periodicals Do. 1127

Total 9827

Book February 1838 - January | 14995

1839
Periodicals Do. 1721
Total 16716

Source: Calcutta Monthly Journal, 4 March 1839, p.142.

Not having a permanent accommodation of its own was a major setback to the growth

of the library. Therefore, to solve this problem the Curators of the Calcutta Public
Library, W.P.Grant, H.M.Parker and W.Carr at a meeting of the Curators held on 13"

January 18392 discussed a proposal received from W. Carr, on behalf of the committee

of subscription to the proposed Metcalf Library Building. The proposal indicates

‘desiring to know if the proprietor of the library had any objection to place their books

in the Metcalf library building when it would be completed.”®* As it appears to the

curators, that ‘there is nothing in the constitution of the public library to prevent its

establishing itself in the Metcalf Building’ that in their opinion that it would be a great

2% Calcutta Monthly Journal, January 1839, p.90.
24 Board Collections,1838-1839,Vol.No0.1768,F/4/1768,p.22.
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benefit to the institution to have the use of such a building upon the terms contains in

the resolutions as communicated to Mr. Carr.’?

The Metcalf Hall: Home of the Calcutta Public Library

Metcalf Hall was built in perpetual memory of Charles Theophilus Metcalfe for
liberating the press of India, Charles Metcalf was appointed provisional Governor-
General of India from 20 March 1835 to 4 March 1836, immediately upon joining the
office as acting Governor-General; he removed all restrictions on the press in India.
‘The freedom of the Indian press having been recognised by law under the government
of Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalf,’?°the government in recognition of his immeasurable
effort in giving freedom to the Indian press, erected a building from public
subscriptions. The building was named as ‘The Metcalf Library’ after the name of the
Provisional Governor General of India,Charles Theophilus Metcalf. The building was
appropriated for the accommodation of the existing two most useful institutions then,
viz., the Calcutta Public Library and the Agro-Horticultural society of India, which had
no local habitations of its own.?” The Agri-Horticultural society having learnt that
Calcutta Public Library would be occupying the upper room of the Metcalf Building,
were also considering of sharing the same roof. The advantages that would ensue from
coming together of these societies were highlighted in the following:

having been mention at a meeting of our General Committee that it is in
contemplation to erect a building for the use of a Public Library and that the
committee of the Horticulture Society is similarly disposed was suggested
and concurred in by a considerable majority of the members that as our
institution had come to a light resolution, and union of the three societies
might enable each to effect its object much more economically and at the
same time obtain for all more advantages than could be accomplish by
anyone separately.?®

% 1bid.

*|bid.,p.21.
% The General Proceedings, 1April —24 June 1840,No.19.p. 180.
%8 Bengal Harkuru,July 1839,p.68.
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Plate 1: Metcalf Hall Calcutta (source: British Library online Catalogue)
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Besides the above mentioned benefits, the coming together of three societies would
enhance its usefulness and it would also considerably save the time of people as three
societies would be located under together under same roof. It also appeared that ‘the
frequent meetings of the members of three such important institution under one roof
would doubtless also increase the attraction and popularity of each to a degree
advantages to all, besides which many other mutual benefits and interchanges of
reciprocal accommodation must occur to you.”?® Considering the advantages that would

be ensuing from coming together, outweigh the decision to favour them.

The meeting of the inhabitants of Calcutta held on the 20 August 1835, proposed by H.
M. Parker, and seconded by Babu Dwarkanauth Tagore, resolved that the public
subscription be opened to provide for the erection of a building which shall be called the
‘The Metcalf Library.” It was also decided that the building which shall be ornamental
and commodious be offered free of rent and in trust for the reception of a public
subscription library to be formed in a scale and conducted in a liberal manner worthy of
the metropolis.*® The Committee comprising J. Pattle, H.M. Parker, T.E.M. Turton,
W.N. Forbes, J. Sutherland, J. Prinsep, Baboo Drwakanauth Tagore, J. Kyd, Russomoy,
W. Carr, and T. Dickens, were appointed by the resolution at the meeting on 20 August
1835 ‘to collect the subscriptions and arrange the details and superintend the

3L This committee

construction of the building and to carry into effect the object.
applied to the government of Bengal, on 14th July 1836, for the grant of the ‘enclosure
north of the Tank in the Tank Square’ for the erection of the Metcalf Hall. However, the
site proposed was objected by the family members of Richard Barwell as the legal title

to the vacant land to the north of the Tank in the Tank Square rested with the family.%

The family members of Richard Barwell reacted on learning that application had been
made to government for the assignment of a piece of ground within the enclosure of the
north side of the tank square to be appropriated to the erection of a public library thus,
induced the Government not to grant the assignment in question.*® Considering the legal
entanglement with the proposed site which was deemed inappropriate to part away for

2 1bid.

% |bid.,p.20.

3 Board’s Collections, 1838-39, V0l.1768, 17 September 1836, p.22.

%2 pP.T. Nair, Origin of the National of India: Days of the Calcutta Public Library, Kolkata, National
Library of India, p.51.

% General Proceeding,4 January-29 March 1837,N0.49.p.465.
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the aforesaid purpose was dropped. The committee was granted an unsullied ground on
the other side of the Tank square- ‘the right Hon’ble the Governor General of India in
council consents the ground in Hare Street where the Seller’s home is now standing to
the societies.”® The conditions the government desire to meet in regard to this grant
was:

That the edifice to be erected shall be ornamented and substantial and that

on failure of its being maintain in repairing the ground shall revert to the

government or at least that the building shall not without the consent of the

government be alienable to other purpose than those set forth in the present

correspondence.®
The given conditions laid down by the Bengal Government was found favourable to the
joint committees of the Agri-Horticultural society of India, the Calcutta Public Library,
and the subscriber of the Metcalf testimonial and the Metcalf Library Building. With the
acceptance of the conditions, the foundation stone with the suitable inscription of the
Hall to be known as ‘Metcalf Hall’ was laid down with Masonic honours on 19th
December, 1840, by Dr. James Grant, Grand Master of Bengal, in the presence of the
Governor—General and all the members of the council, and the large number of public.
The work of construction was completed by Messrs Burn and Co., in 1844. Thus, the
Metcalf Hall became an abode of the CPL from 1844 till it was amagamated in 1902 but
it continued to exist in Metcal Hall as Imperial library till 1923. The design was taken
from the Portico of Winds at Athens by K.C. Robinson, the Architect. The Metcalf Hall
had two storeys, the ground floor was assigned to the Agri-Horticultural society and the
first floor was occupied by the Calcutta public library.

Rules of the Calcutta Public Library®

1. The library is a public library of reference and circulation, open to all ranks and
classes of community.

2. The property of the library is vested in trustee, for the benefit of the proprietors.

3. The books are circulated among subscribers as well as proprietors under rules

herein after specified.

% General Proceeding,1 April-24 June 1840,No0.21,p.184.

% General proceedings, No.553,Letter from, Busby, Secretary to Government To, L. Clark, Secretary,
Metcalf Hall Building,27 May 1840,p.184.

% K.N.Dhar, The Imperial Library Calcutta, The Calcutta Review, January 1920,V0l.299.p.69.

%" Report of the Calcutta Public Library for the year 1850,Appendix-B,p.11.
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4. Upon all pecuniary questions, and questions related to proprietary rights, each
proprietor is entitled to one vote for each share held by him. Upon all question
which are not pecuniary or relating to proprietary rights, each subscribers of the
first class and one year standing has one vote.

Constitutional Structure and Management of Calcutta Public Library

The success of any institutions greatly depends on three factors such as the
constitutional structure sound management and diligent executives. The causes for
adverse times that CPL went through in the later stages, emanated from the flawed in
constitutional frame work. While framing the constitution of the CPL, the founders had
overlooked the importance of financial aspect in the long run. The framers failed to
clearly mention as to where the library would be receiving its pecuniary assistance for
its sustenance or on whose support the library would operate. There was no mention of
any sources from where regular income would be generated, or assurance of financial
assistance from any individuals or organisations. In the absence of meticulous planning,
a ruinous future was predicted for the institution. Thus, CPL was marred by lack of
funding and other ambiguities with regard to its future. The Library was established
purely through the contributions of some individuals for which they were given

privileges of managing the library’s affairs as proprietors or shareholders.

As per the Constitution of the Calcutta Public Library, the properties of the library were
to be vested in the trustees for the benefit and use of shareholders. The trustees were the
curators of the library. But who were the Curators? The curators could be either a
proprietor or a shareholder of the library. They were elected by proprietors or first class
subscribers of one year standing. Initially, it was agreed that the management of the
library was to be entrusted to seven curators for a period until the first general meeting
was convened, to decide whether to expand or to reduce the number of persons to be in
the committee.®® For this purpose, seven persons were elected as provisional curators
for a period until the first general meeting was held. The curators were Edward Ryan,
W.P. Grant, Charles Cameron, J.C. Marshman, T. Dicken, H.M. Parker, and J.R.
Colvin. However, in the later meeting held on 8" March 1836, it was resolved to reduce

the number of curators to three persons for constituting the committee. The three

% Calcutta Monthly Journal, December 1853, p.336.

74



member Curators, W.P. Grant, Col. Dunlop, and J. Kyd, were elected for a period of

one year.*®

Curators were entrusted with the responsibility to address matters relating to pecuniary
questions and also questions relating to proprietary rights. Curators, by virtue of office,
were entitled to a vote whether he himself was a proprietor or not. Curators were also
responsible for all matters relating to administration of the library. From 1873 to 1901,
on the recommendation of Rogers Committee, the Committee of three Curators was
replaced by the Council of 15 members headed by the President. But in 1902, a
proprietor was elected by the proprietors and First class subscribers of one year’s
standing. The president from 1890 to 1891 was the Chairman of the Calcutta Municipal

Corporation as its nominee.*

Power of the Curator

The constitution of the library was vested upon the committee of three curators elected
annually. They were empowered to make bye-laws for the management of the library in
consistent with the rules. The curators also had the power of altering or annulling any
such byelaws. In situations where any proprietors or subscribers were found guilty of
violating of rules or byelaws of the library, the curators had the power to suspend them
from their privileges. The Curators had power to issue tickets of admission to poor
students and others tickets of admission to the Library for such period as may be
thought advisable and such tickets not to be transferable. The Curators were also
empowered to incur expenditure up to Rs.1000 without referring to the general body
meeting. Besides the above responsibilities, the curators were required to convene
meetings by giving a 7 days prior notice. The proceedings of the curators shall be
entered in a book, which shall always be on the table of the library, for the inspection of
the proprietors and the subscribers. The Committee of Curators was later changed to the

Council.

% Calcutta Monthly Journal,\ol.2,March 1836.p.100.
“0'p T.Nair, Origin of the National Library:Days of the Calcutta Public Library, Kolkata, National Library

of India,2004,p.119.
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Proprietors*

1.

A payment of companies Rs 300 in one payment or in three payment of 100 Rs
each, 100 Rs being paid down and the 200 in equal instalments in six and twelve
months, constitute remaining constitute parties commencing such subscription
within twelve months from 31% August 1835,a proprietors of the library, after
which time no person can become appropriator without paying 400 Rs.
Proprietors may not have more than 10 shares each.

All shares are transferable on payment by the purchaser of a fine of Rs 100 per
each share transferred.

The share of proprietors, who leave India or die, which are not claim and the
claimant’s title thereto duly recognise by the curators within 5 years from such
death or departure from such expiry of such five year, revert to the library.

In the event of any proprietor who has not claim his share returning to India at

any time the curators have power to restore to him his share.

Subscribers

1.

First class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 20 co’s. Rs for the first every
month and 6 co’s Rs every succeeding month, or 8 co’s. Rs for without entrance.
Second class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 16 co’s. Rs for the first every
month and 4 co’s Rs every succeeding month and 6 co’s. Rs for without
entrance.

Third class subscribers pay 6 co’s. Rs every month.2 co’s Rs every succeeding.
Any subscriber is at liberty to become subscriber upon making up his
contribution to the sum Rs 400 Rs.+ with interest at the rate of five percent per
annum from time of commencing his subscription.

All subscriptions are collected in advance monthly.

Subscribers, who choose to pay a year’s subscription in advance, are allowed a
deduction of ten percent on such advance.

No subscriber failing for one month to pay his subscription is allowed to make
use of the library until he receives permission to do so from the curators.
Subscriptions are not receive for broken parts of a month, and are held to run as
from the first of the month in which the subscribers are enrolled.

! 1bid

LPp.iv-v.
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9. Subscribers quitting Calcutta without communicating in writings to the curators
their intention are required to pay their subscription until their intention is so
communicated by them. And failing so to pay ceases to be subscribers and
cannot be readmitted without a special reference to the curators.

Lastly, the forgoing rules are the fundamental rules of the institution, and can be altered
only at the general meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose by public
advertisement, in one or more of the daily newspapers in Calcutta, with not less than
seven days notice, and in which shall be expressed the object of the proposed
alterations.*? Persons who donated books and others were also duly acknowledged for
their contributions by nominating them as honorary members on the recommendation of

the committee, in a general meeting of the proprietors.*®

Council of the Library

In the formation of the constitution of the CPL, there was no mention of committee of
council. The administrative and other powers were vested in the hands of the committee
of three curators. But, when the financial stability of the library was gradually
weakened, Finance Sub-Committee headed by A. Rogers, R.H Hollingbery, Joy Gopal
Sen, and Cally Prossonno Dutt was formed in 1873, to look into the situations and to
suggest ways for its improvement. After spending considerable time in examining
various issues responsible for the decline, the Sub-Committee recommended for a larger
governing body for the effective management of the institution. Therefore, the
committee of three curators was abolished and was replaced by the Council in which the
three curators would be the President, and the Vice- Presidents of the council and to

include other 12 other members.

Out of the twelve members, five would be proprietors and the other seven would be first
or second class subscribers of one year standing. From the elected council, two
committees would be formed, the Finance, and the Correspondence and House
Committees for the selection of books, periodicals and other publications and the

preparation of catalogue. The president and 2 vice- presidents would be the members

*2 Report of the Calcutta Public Library for the year 1850, Appendix-B,p.xi.

*8 Calcutta Monthly Journal,Asiatic News,October 1835.p.278.
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and ex-officio of these two committees.** This recommendation was accepted by the
proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library at a meeting held on 12" May
1873. J.A. Crawford was elected as the first president of the CPL in 1873 and
subsequently, J.B. Knight and Raja Ramanath Tagore were elected as the first vice-
presidents. The Council consisted of members Juggodanund Mookerjee, T.D. Ingram,
J.Martin, J.B. Roberts, Joy Gopal Sen, J.C. Mcgregore, G.W. Barclay, E.W. Kellner, W.
Biss, A. Mackenzie, and Jadunath Ghose.*

Consequently, the management of the library was placed in the newly form governing
body of council, with immense hope that the condition of library will once again be
revived. In 1877, when Raja Narendra Krishna was appointed as president of the
Council, he became the first native to hold the post of president. However, the structure
of the library underwent several changes after the reorganisation when the management
was jointly shared with the Calcutta Municipal Corporation. The management of the
library came under the new council consisting of 6 members representing the Calcutta
Corporation, and 6 representing the proprietors and subscribers of the CPL. H. Lee from
the Calcutta Corporation and Raja Narendra Krishna from the Calcutta Public Library
were elected as the first President and Vice-President respectively.*® The Corporation
finally withdrew from the joint management of the library in 1902*" when Calcutta
Public Library was transferred to the government for the amalgamation to the already
existing Imperial Library.

Decline of the Library

The Calcutta Public Library was a self-supporting library with its management solely
supported by subscriptions. The rate of subscriptions for different class varies.
Proprietors paid the highest, followed by the First Class, the Second Class, the Third
Class, and the Fourth Class. Following the formation of Fourth Class in 1849, many
subscribers transferred their subscription to this class. This incurred loss to the library
revenue leading to its steady decline ever since. Subscribers in the Fourth Class enjoyed

the same privileges as that of Third Class but, by paying lesser than those in that class.

* Finance of the Calcutta Public Library, Report of the Sub-committee appointed on the 10 February,
1873, office of Superintendent of Government Printing, Calcutta, Appendix, pp.24-25.

**p T .Nair,Origin of the National Library: Days of Calcutta Public Library, Kolkata National Library,
2004. pp.120-121.

*¢ Subodh Kumar Mookerjee, Development of Libraries and Library Science in India, Calcutta,the World
Press Private Limited, 1969.p. 25.

“"Ibid.121.
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The effect on the Third Class subscribers greatly impacted the pecuniary condition of
the library. The library, as the name import was also open to the public free of charge,

so that anyone may have access to any of the books and papers contain in it.*®

Besides, Calcutta Public Library being a public library of reference and record to which
the public have free access, the CPL also functioned as a circulating library for
amusement and entertainment for those who contributed towards its funds, either as
proprietors or as subscribers. Therefore, the library was obliged to meet the demand of
the contributors, and at the same time, perform duties of a public nature without having
any public income to meet the charges.** Thus, in event of subscribers
quitting/withdrawing their membership, it directly affects the administration of the
library. It was reported as early as in 1849 that, ‘the decrease in the number of
subscribers since December is in a great measure attributable to commercial disaster
which obliged several parties to withdraw.”®® A similar reason which led to the drastic
declined in the subscription emanated from annual shifting of government of India to
Simla. This caused military officers who came from Europe to cut short of their stay in
the presidency and thus, missed the opportunity to get acquainted with the library.

Another factor amounting to large scale withdrawal of subscribers in 1872 and 1873
were the section of people who resented the library’s action to stop their allowance of
books, until they clear up arrears of subscription.®® The decline in the number of
subscribers was also attributed to the burgeoning of public libraries and reading rooms
in and around Calcutta in the later stage of its existence. Many societies and institutions
had also set up libraries and reading rooms, such as the formation of libraries under the
Government Education Department, India’s Mudie’s Library, and the Calcutta Reading
Club in the North part of the Town.** Among other factors, as pointed out by Finance
Committee instituted in 1873, a major reason was that the books purchased did not

conform to the taste of the subscribers and readers. Paucity of books was certainly a

* Report of the Calcutta public library for 1888, Appendix-H, Calcutta, P.S. D’Rozario &
Co.,12,waterloo street, 1889, pp.1-2.

* Report of the Calcutta public library for 1888, Appendix-H, Calcutta, P.S. D’Rozario &
Co.,12,waterloo street, 1889, Letter to the Secretary of Government of Bengal, from the president of the
council, CPL,23 March 1885,pp.9-10.

%0 Report of the Calcutta public library for the year 1847 &1848 to 1855,Calcutta,Sanders,Cone & Co,
No.7.Mission Raw,1848,p.8.

5! Finances of the CPL Report1874 :Report of the Sub-Committee appointed 10 February 1873,Calcutta ,
Office of Superintendent of government printing press,p.15.

*bid.,p.14.
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major drawback in running the library since the main objective of setting up a library,
which was to provide reading materials according to the needs of subscribers and

readers, could not be met.

The scarcity of books which were generally in great demand such as prose work of
imagination were limited as compared to books which were rarely consulted like books
of ‘useful knowledge’, the natural sciences and mathematics, geography, history,
dictionaries, English language guide and encyclopaedia.”® Some subscribers like the
upper class Anglo-Indians held a selfish notion the that the CPL was chiefly of use to
natives, therefore, should support it, however, this argument did not hold true because
about a third of the proprietors were Europeans and Eurasians and the majority of the
subscribers belong to this class.> Their disinclination towards the library growth was
also a cause of the fall of CPL. It was also observed that in the formation of the library
committee, who were to represent different classes of society, the mercantile
community was totally ignored, who could have extended their help and support to the

institution. The committee therefore, appealed to the men in business;

Feeling assured that the claims of such an institution to public support need
only be brought prominently forward to engage your attention; we beg to
submit a copy of our rules and rates of admission.

In doing this we earnestly entreat you to consider that although your time
may not allowed you either take at present any active part in its operation or
draw largely upon the literary resources, you can render a most important
service by contributing towards its solid establishment and future support,
and we confidently hope that you will at least afford this testimony of the
interest you feel in the prosperity of a public depository of knowledge and
recreation which to every individual at some time or other must prove
useful.>®

Lacked of support and co-operation from the mercantile community was a
discouragement to the library because in most of the European countries the original
sponsors were wealthy business men who supported the public libraries. But in
Calcutta, such financial support from this community was absent. CPL as a social
institution depended greatly on generous contributions from philanthropies started to

decline eventually in the absence of such support. If the business community had

>3 Priya Joshi, Culture and Consumption of Fiction: The Reading Public and the British Novel in Colonial
India, The John Hopkins University press,1998,p.205.

% P.T.Nair,Origin of theNational Library:Days of Calcutta Public Library,Kolkata,National
Library,2004.p.158.

% Calcutta Monthly Journal, March 1837, p.198.

80



extended their support and co-operation to the library, many underprivileged native
students and youths could have benefited from the library. In the words of Black Burn
Knight ‘there has been great decline of subscription which formed the chief support of
the institution, the means for the purchase of books has been curtailed, and the

usefulness of the institution has been seriously impaired.’56

As a consequence of the unsatisfactory state of the library, the Calcutta Public Library
was rendered useless to the ‘town generally, and of little use to subscribers. It cannot
afford the arrangement, and establishment’s necessary to the full utilization of its store
of admirable works of information and reference. It is hopeless to expect that under
private management, it can ever develop sufficiently to take the place which might
occupy an educational agent in the capital of India.”>" Therefore, it was considered that
unless the library resort to some financial assistance from the Government, it would be
difficult to restore to its former self again. To save it from further declining, curators of
the Calcutta Public Library led by Hon’ble J.E.D. Bethune, Major G.T. Marshall and
Willis Earle appealed for financial aid to the Deputy Governor of Bengal on 18 July
1849. This application for the financial assistance was turned down without specifying
any reasons on 30 July 1849.%® Lack of sponsorship and fund had its direct impact on
the expenses in procuring books which compelled the library to curtail many of its
services and curb expenditures on buying books which otherwise, on healthier state,
would have been made available to the readers.

To find solutions for the deteriorating financial condition of the library, a finance sub-
committee was appointed on 10 February 1873. The sub-committee suggested several
remedies such as to ‘reduce the expenditure, increase income and curtail the extravagant
privileges of proprietors and subscribers.”®® Unfortunately, the suggestions could not
rectify the existing financial condition of the library. After resorting to all possible help
for its restoration, the council finally conceded their inability to bring any improvement
in the financial position of the library. The committee also concluded that unless the

income improved or it receives substantial aids from the Government it will be

® James Burn as quoted by P.T.Nair,Origin of theNational Library:Days of Calcutta Public
Library,Kolkata,2004.p.156

> etter from Mackenzie,one of the proprietors,CPL,to Maharaja Narendra Krishna Bahadur,president of
the council of CPL, 23 December1884,General Department,p.7.

%8 p_T.Nair, Origin of the National Library: Days of Calcutta Public Library, p.155.

% Finance of the Calcutta Public Library, Report of the Sub-committee appointed on the 10 February,
1873, office of Superintendent of Government Printing, Calcutta, Appendix, p.28.
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impossible to maintain the library efficiently for any length of time.®® Having no other
means but to turn once again to the government, the council under Maharaja Narendra
Krishna, president of Calcutta Public Library, approached the government on 9 March
1880. Maharaja Narendra Krishna earnestly entreated the Lieutenant Governor for the
consideration of financial support to CPL by citing the following reasons:-

in most civilize countries, public library are subsidized if not wholly
supported by the Government or municipal bodies of the towns of those
countries. In this presidency, however, no such support is given to the only
institution of its kind. A large portion of the present proprietors consist of
natives, and the library affords the only means by which the majority of
natives can peruse or study standard European works not procurable
anywhere else in the country.*
To assess the situation of the library Ashley Eden, who was a patron and Lt-Governor
of Bengal, visited the library room to fully acquaintf with the problem. He observed that
the main fault was the way the library function, which led to its disqualification for the
government aid. Ashley Eden remarked that nature of the library was purely public and
it carried on as circulating library of light literature.> The Governor opined that the
ambiguity in the management of library emanated from excessive spending on
establishments and nonconformity with respect to taste of subscribers in the selection of
books. The government decision with regard to this effect was communicated to the

committee of the CPL:

In view of the unsatisfactory features in the management of the library......
the Lieutenant Governor does not think that the Government would be
warranted in giving aid to the institution from public funds while it
continues on its present footings.*®
Consequently, the Bengal Government made a proposal on which terms financial aid
and support of any kind would be provided to the library. The conditions under which

the Government agreed to extend its financial support to the library were, ‘firstly, to

reform the management of the library thoroughly and secondly, that the Government

% Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1888, Appendix-H, P.S. D’Rozario &
Co.,12,waterloo street, Calcutta, 1889, p. 9.

81 | etter from Narendra Krishna president Calcutta Public Library to H.H. Stanfield, private secretary to
Governor of Bengal, Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1888, Appendix-H, P.S. D’Rozario
& Co., Calcutta, 1889, p. 1.

%2 P T.Nair,Origin of the National Library :Days of the Calcutta Public, National library of
India,Kolkata,2004.p.155.

63 Letter from A. Mackenzie, Secretary to the Governor of Bengal, General and Revenue Department to
Gopee Kissan Mitter, Secretary and Librarian Calcutta Public Library, Annual Report of the Calcutta
Public Library for 1888, Appendix-H, P.S. D’Rozario & Co., Calcutta, 1889, p. 4.
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were given a potential voice in its administration.”® Besides these conditions other
terms in the proposal included:

if the proprietors and subscribers were willing to place the management in
the hands of a small board, consisting of the director of public institution as
president with two members nominated by Government, two by the
proprietors and one by the subscribers, and the lieutenant governor would be
willing to give substantial aid, and assist the board in placing the institution
on a proper basis, and making it useful to all classes of the community.®

Unfortunately, the conditions on which the government proposed to extend its support to
the library were not acceptable to the council of the Calcutta Public Library as accepting
those condition would be detrimental to the fundamental constitution of the library.®®
Not willing to compromise with the fundamental constitution of the library, the Council
regretfully informed that they ‘cannot accept the conclusion at which His Honour
Lieutenant Governor General of Bengal has arrived, especially as regard the
management, and beg most respectfully to withdraw their application for the

government grants.”®’

Coincidently, Mackenzie’s scheme for the re-organisation of the library, and which the
same was placed before the proprietors and subscribers at the general meeting of 22
December 1884, was found to be considerably acceptable. He proposed that the library
be converted into a Free Public Library with financial support from the Municipal

*®8 therefore, under

Corporation. ‘Maintenance of the FREE Library is, a Municipal duty,
this scheme the old proprietors would continue to enjoy the existing privileges, besides
the privileges to take out books and periodicals without further payment, the right to

elect representatives to the council of management, and take part in general meetings.

Mckenzie’s Scheme proceeds proposed that®®:

* Ibid.

® Ibid.

%P T.Nair, Origin of the National Library of India: Days of the Calcutta Public Library, Kolkata,
National Library of India,2004,p.155.

%7 Letter from Gopee Kissan Mitter, Secretary and Librarian, Calcutta Public Library to A. Mackenzie,
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General and Reserve Department, Dated 27 October 1889,
Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1888, Appendix-H, P.S. D’Rozario & Co., Calcutta,
1889, p. 6.

%8 Letter from A. Mackenzie, proprietor of Calcutta Public Library, to the president of the council
Calcutta Public Library, Dated15 December 1885, Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for
1888,Appendix-H, P.S. D’Rozario & Co., Calcutta, 1889, p.24.
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The library and all its appurtenances to be made over to the Municipality of
Calcutta, to be maintained by it in perpetuity as a Free Library for the towns and
subscribers, to which all respectable citizens shall be admitted for purposes of
reading and study on the premises, all invested fund so transferred to be subject
to any trust or charge now existing.

This free library to be supplemented by a “lending department “or open only to
subscribers and to the holders of “share” in the old (present) public library.

The management of the Library, in all departments to be vested in a council
composed as follows:-

e Six nominees of the Municipality.

e Four elected representatives of the proprietors of the old (present)
Library.

e Two nominees of the Bengal Government (their task was to look after
the interests of the Government in the library especially in terms of
library collection and to see to the due appropriation of grants).

Transferable shares of proprietors of the old (present) library to continue to be
transferable, but, without registration fee or fine of transfer, the holders to have
in Lending Department all the privileges of first subscribers.

The Free Library to be opened from 6am to 10pm daily; the cost of the books,
papers, and periodicals establishment and lightning to be borne by the
Municipality.

The lending Department to be opened between the hours of 10am and 5pm on
all week days; the cost of books, etc. and all establishments to meet from
subscription and the proceeds of any invested funds made over to from
Municipality by the old (present) Library which were not subject to any specific
trust.

The Municipality to be empowered to levy a Library rate, not exceeding one pie
in the rupee of the town assessment, for the maintenance of the Free Library and
repair of the building, etc.

The Bengal Government to be invited to contribute towards the establishment of
the Free Library by providing suitable accommodation for the Agricultural and
Horticultural Society, either in connection with the economic Museum or

elsewhere as may but meet the wishes of that society. Failing this the
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Municipality to be empowered to expropriate by purchase the society’s share in

the Metcalf Hall.

The scheme was submitted to the Government for its consideration and involvement.
According to Mackenzie, ‘the establishment of a Free Library in Calcutta is a matter of
Public movement in which the local Government may see fit to interest itself.”"® This
proposal was found favourable to which Rivers Thompsons, Lieutenant Governor of
Bengal, reported, ‘invite the attention of the council to the accompanying copy of Mr.
Mackenzie’s letter of 16 December 1885, and to request that Sir River Thompson may
be favoured with a full on the proposals therein made for the better management of the
Library.”"" Stuart Bailey was also of the opinion that the scheme proposed by Mr.
Mackenzie in 1885 of converting the Calcutta Public library into a Free Public Library

under official control ‘should form the basis of any final arrangement.’"?

Calcutta Public Library and Calcutta Municipality Corporation

Having found substantial support for the Mackenzie’s scheme, the council placed the
conditions of the government with certain modifications on which they were willing to
work. At the foremost, besides other conditions, ‘any alteration of, an addition to, the
present rules of the library which may be needed to give effect to the scheme be subject

to the approval of the proprietors and subscribers.” "

To prevent from any outcry against the administration in future, the council had placed
conditions for their consideration, if the government would accept the report of the
committee of 15 March 1889, with the alterations made by the council of the library.
They expected that the question pertaining as to whether the government, or the

municipality, or both together will afford the required assistance and take part in settling

"0 etter from Mackenzie, proprietor of the CPL to the Secretary of the Government of Bengal in the

Education Department,16 December 1885,Calcutta,p.28.

™ Letter from A.P.Macdonnel,Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the council of the Calcutta

public library, General Department ,N0.125,23 December 1885,.p.25.

Z Report of the Calcutta public library for 1888. Calcutta,P.S.D.Rozario,Waterloo Street, 1889.p.6.
Ibid.10.
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issues relating to management of the library.” With the acceptance of these conditions,

the Library was formally transferred to the Calcutta Municipality on 20 April, 1890.”

Under the new arrangement, the management of the library came under the
commissioner of the Municipal Corporation. The corporation had certain conditions on
the basis of which they agreed to undertake the future management of the Library. The
Government in a step towards recognition of the newly constituted library gave a grant
of Rs. 5000 for the first year as an initial outlay. With respect to this sanction, it was
reported that ‘as regard to the initial expenditure of Rs.10, 000, Lieutenant Governor
was willing to sanction a grant of Rs. 5000 during the year 1890-91, and to undertake
thereafter to add a further sum equal to the total of any private contribution not
exceeding Rs. 5000, which may have been calculated within that year towards the
objects referred to by the chairman of Corporation.’’® Besides this, it was also reported
that the council of the library could be able to raise the sum of Rs. 3,488 from the
public,”” and grant from the Municipality was Rs. 8, 000 for the annual purchase of

books under this new settlement.”

The Government of Bengal was fully aware that Calcutta Public Library was visited by
different types of readers and it frequently requires varieties of reading materials.
Therefore, it was considered convenient to place the books in the care of the Calcutta
Public Library for public reference so that people would have access to those books and
be useful for the public. It was mentioned in a letter from Maude to the CPL that,

the book received by the Government under Act XXV of 1867 and now
deposited in the library attached to the secretariat, but they are not
practically available to the public. It is contemplated by Section Il of the Act
that these book should be deposited in a public library and it has been

™ Letter from Narendra Krishna, President Calcutta Public Library to under secretary, Governor of
Bengal, Dated 11 July 1889, Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1890, p. 10

"> Report of the Calcutta Public Library for the year1892-3, letter from Richie, president, of the Calcutta
Public Library.p.XX1X.

"® etter from P. Nolan, Secretary to the Government of Bengal to president Calcutta Public Library,
Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1890, General Department, Miscellaneous, No. 351,
Dated 19 February 1890, p. 12.

" Letter from H. Lee, President Calcutta Public Library to the Government of Bengal, Dated 2

May 1891, Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1891, Appendix-D, P.S. D’Rozario &

Co., Calcutta, 1892, p. viii.

"8 Subodh Kumar Mookerjee, Development of Libraries and Library Science in India,Calcutta ,the
World Press Private Limited,1969, p. 25.
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decided that they should be kept in the Calcutta Public Library as the best
way to make them available to the public at large.”

With this announcement to hand over the books under the care of CPL, Government
requested that the necessary arrangement may be made for placing the books in the
custody of the library. It must be understood however that the managing committee of
the library should not allow these books, when placed in their custody, to be removed or

lent out on any consideration.®°

Under the re-organization of the library, the management of the library was in the hands
of the new council consisting of members from two bodies. Six members represented
the Calcutta Corporation and six represented the proprietors and subscribers of the
Calcutta Public Library. President and vice-president was also chosen from the two
bodies respectively.®* H. Lee from the Calcutta Corporation and Raja Narendra Krishna
from the Calcutta Public Library were elected as the first president and Vice-president
respectively.’® The Calcutta corporation nominated H. Lee, W. Swinhoe, H.M.
Rustomjee, Dr. Maherendra Lall Sircar, Baboo Joy Govind Law, and Maulvi Sirajul
Islam Khan Bahadur to the council. Maharaja Narendra Krishna, H. Beveridge, H.
Moor, Baboo Premnath Pandit, and Baboo Amarendra Nath Chaterjee represented to the
council from the Calcutta Public Library.”® Baboo Kali Charan Palit was elected on the
death of Baboo Premnath Pandit on 1892.%*

Regarding the constitution of the newly formed committee, it was hinted that even
though the Government of Bengal has large stake in the library, it was not represented
well in the newly formed committee, therefore it was ‘recommended that Babu Hara
Prasad Sastri as a fit person to be added to the committee to represent the interest of the
Government.”®This decision was communicated to the council for their consideration

and opinion regarding whether the recommendation of Babu Hara Prasad Sastri as the

" Letter from Maude, Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the president Calcutta
g)oublic library, General Department, dated 26 June 1890, p. XLiii.
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81 Annual Report of the Calcutta public library for 1891 to 1892, P.S. D’Rozario & Co.,12 waterloo
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Press Private Limited, Calcutta, 1969, p. 25.
8 P.T. Nair, Origin of the National Library of India: Days of the Calcutta Public Library,
Belvidere, Kolkata, 2004, p. 165.
8 Report of the Calcutta public library for 1892-93, P.S. D’Rozario & Co., Waterloo Street, Calcutta,
1892, p.2.
8 Letter from D.A. Croft, Director of Public Instruction, Bengal to the Secretary to Government of
Bengal, General Department, No. 2537, Calcutta,30 April 1891, p. x.
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Government representative in the council was acceptable or not. In this regard,
Lieutenant-Governor wanted to know if there was any objection on the part of the
council of the Calcutta Public Library to the appointment of Babu Hara Prasad Sastri,
Librarian of the Bengal Library, as the Government representative in the council.”®® In
response to this, the council assured the Government that when the meeting convenes
the question will be considered and Maharajah Narendra Krishna Bahadur, the vice
president of the council will ensure that the unconditional acceptance of the nomination
of Babu Hara Prasad Sastri as the Government representative in the council of the

library.®’

When the Government was finally informed that the council had accepted the
nomination of Babu Hara Prasad Sastri at a special meeting of the proprietors and
subscribers of the Library, subject to the provision, that while, ‘Pandit Sastri’s**®counsel
and co-operation would be thankfully received in all matters concerning the
management of the library, in cases of any material differences of opinion among the
members, his vote should only be counted when the subject of discussion be such as
relate in any way to the Bengal Library to be replaced, in the custody of the council the
Calcutta Public Library, for the benefit of the public.®® The provision on which Calcutta
Public Library agreed upon in respect to the admission of Hara Prasad Sastri as the
Government representatives to the council was not agreeable to the Government.

Therefore, the Government explicitly stated that,

the Lieutenant Governor is unable to accept the conditions of which the
proprietors and subscribers of the Calcutta Public Library have expressed
their willingness to accept Babu Hara Prasad Sastri, Librarian, Bengal
Library, as the Government representatives on the council and that unless
the Bg(l))u is admitted unconditionally to the council, he cannot be appointed
at all.

8|_etter from W. Moude, Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the president, Calcutta

public library, General Department, Miscellaneous N0.894, Calcutta,24 July 1891, p. xiii.

87_etter from Bipin Chandra Pal, Secretary, Calcutta public library to under secretary to the Government
of Bengal, General Department, Miscellaneous Branch, Dated 26 January 1892, P.S. D’Rozario &
Co.,Calcutta, 1892 p. xvii.
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Nevertheless, since the Government had a big role in the resurrection of the library, they
were able to make the council agree to their point of view. Hence, after prolonged
negotiations with the library council, Babu Hari Prasad Sastri was finally instated in on
the council as the Government representative.

Under the new arrangement the library had to maintain a free reading room for the use
of the public supplemented by public new room which was largely used by visitors from
all classes. The number of users started to increase by double than that of the previous
year, thus clearly proving the growing usefulness of their department.®* A big room that
belongs to the Agri-Horticulture society was acquired on payment of Rs. 800 per year
for the purpose of Reading Room, which was opened to the public in July 1890. This
kindled the interest of the people and soon it became significantly popular that number
of readers visiting the library increased considerably. As a result, in March 1891 the
average number of readers attending the reading room per day was 807. Interestingly,
separate records of the European and Indian readers were maintained. In March 1891,
1,465 Europeans and 958 Indians visited the library however, the position was reversed
in the following year, and more Indians attended the library then the Europeans.®” In the
same year, Increase in number of subscribers resulted in average increase in number of
subscribers which was, 117 paying Rs. 392 against 109 paying Rs. 355 in the previous
year, showing an increase both in number and earnings.”® Financial condition also
improved along with the increase of readership and improvement in the level of
management, and it started to yield profit. By opening reading rooms to the public, the

library was able to increase the number of subscribers and also make itself popular.

The first task undertaken by the committee after re-organizing the library was to appoint
a librarian who could bring new outlook and invigorate the library. In regard to this, the
committee began looking for a qualified candidate with innovative ideas who could
bring changes to the institution. The post of the librarian was advertised on the pay scale

of 100-10-200 where 200 candidates applied. After careful consideration of the merits

% Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1891 to 1892, Calcutta,P.S. D’rozario & Co.,1892, p.
2.
%2 B.S. Kesavan, India’s National Library, National Library Calcutta, 1961, p. 11.
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of the different candidate by the council, Bipin Chandra Pal was selected as the
Librarian on 20th August 1890.%

Though Pal did not have any references to impress upon the selection committee, he
was selected on the basis of a lecture that he attached to the application. This impressed
some members of the council especially H. Beveridge. The first task Bipin Chandra Pal
took up as a librarian was the compilation of library catalogue on the suggestion of H.
Beveridge. A general list of books alphabetically arranged according to author’s name
with copious detail of cross references under the subject heading was made. Thereafter,
Dictionary Catalogue was prepared for the Calcutta Public Library. This catalogue was
later published in 1898.

Unfortunately, Bipin Chandra Pal, did not stay long in the office due to differences of
opinion with the management committee. As a librarian, Pal felt that he was serving
twelve masters. There were also a few, who constantly made his life difficult by
exerting their authority over him individually. Although the individual members could
not instruct him, a few of them treated him as their personal servant. He was also
accused of ‘misuse’ of library funds. He found that the environment was not conducive
for him to continue any longer. He, therefore, resigned after one year and six months of
service.” To fill the vacancy a fresh ‘application for the post was called for by public
advertisement in the local papers and among the several applications received, Radha
Raman Mitra was selected by majority vote, subject to six months probation. He was
later confirmed for the post as he proved himself worthy for the post.”% After the initial
positive atmosphere, situations did not improve much as anticipated under the new
arrangement. The Calcutta Public Library faced the same old problem again as the
management started to encounter various problems. In this circumstance, the library

returned to its position prior to reorganization.

The condition of the library continued to decline gradually, which was largely due to the
government’s apathy, and the lack of concern from Municipal authorities. It failed
entirely to shoulder its responsibility, and it also failed to levy the library cess which

was suggested by Mackenzie. A sum of Rs. 8, 000, which was granted per year by the
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municipality towards the maintenance of the library, was found to be inadequate
considering the growing number of readers.” Irregularity of adequate income became
leverage in constraining the library to perform its responsibility. Calcutta Public Library
continued to languish under lax management, and irregularity of adequate income
became leverage in constraining its role to elevate the public. The library started
decaying and practically useless to the community, though there were rare and valuable
manuscripts in its collections. Despite unrelenting effort to save it, the condition did not
improve and remained the same for nearly half a century till Curzon came to its

rescue.”®

Curzon found the library in miserable condition when he visited in 1899. He described
the situation as, ‘most of the books had parted with their bindings and the room in
which we are now met was occupied by a few readers of news paper and light fiction,
whose tenancy of the library was fiercely disputed by pigeons which were flying about
freely inside the room and evidently treated as their permanent habitation.”%® Having
seen its richness in collections and also finding no reliable reference library in Calcutta,
Curzon decided to save the veritable institution by amalgamating it into the Imperial
Library. Curzon, took the matter so dearly, when he said, ‘it was a pity to see it given to
pigeons, plants and plough.”'® Therefore, with strong determination he set upon the

task, knowing fully that,

the removal of the Metcalf Hall is no doubt fraught with many difficulties,
but there is strong consensus of opinion that the present condition of the
public library is grave scandal, and that it is impossible to remove the
abuses without placing the institution under state control. The amalgamation
of the libraries seems the best solution of the difficult problem. By a
judicious expenditure of money and by proper administration the two
libraries might be converted into a great state library, worthy of the capital
of an empire.'%*

Finally, Curzon succeeded in his mission of amalgamating the CPL to the Imperial
library in 1902. The legacy of the venerable library continued to live in the newly

established library by Lord Curzon. The veritable treasures of the Calcutta public library

% B.S. Kesavan, India’s National Library, National Library Calcutta, 1961, p. 11.
% N.K.Dhar, The Imperial Library, The Calcutta Review,p.69.
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formed the nucleus of the Imperial Library. The valuable collections were put to its use

again as useful as it was in its past.

Conclusion

The establishment of Calcutta Public Library can be considered as one of the best
contributions of the British. Though libraries have been in existence in India since
ancient time, the idea of a public library was introduced to India by the British with the
foundation of the Calcutta Public Library.'® The establishment of Calcutta public
library led to widely recognise the role of public libraries as one of the most important
element in the foundation of knowledge economy and that it plays a pivotal role in the

dissemination of knowledge.*®®

The year 1835 is considered as an important watershed in the history of public libraries
in India. The establishment of Calcutta Public Library was boon to many of the Indian
natives, who had no other means of becoming acquainted with European literatures than
those afforded by the Calcutta Public Library,’®* because books were so expensive and
rare. Therefore, considering the nature of the library and the services it provided, one
can safely say that the Calcutta Public Library had a unique position as the first public
library in this part of the country. Such a well organized library was rare even in Europe
during those days because the first Public Library Act of England and Wales was passed
only in 1850, % whereas Calcutta had already possessed one in 1835, the committee of
Curators remarked, ‘while the question of establishing of public lending libraries is
being agitated in England, it must be a source of pride to the inhabitants of this
Metropolis to know that they already possessed one which, in point of liberality and
subservience to public benefit may challenge comparison with any European
institution.”'®The Calcutta Public Library also served itself as a model which was
emulated by many libraries founded in later period. This library also gave impetus to
small libraries by donating duplicate copies of books, periodicals, and journals from

time to time. The legacy of the Calcutta Public Library is still alive in today’s National

192 Subodkumar Mookerji and Binoyendra Sengupta, Lbrary Organization and Library Administration,
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Library as the collection of Calcutta Public Library is being preserved in their rare
books section. Nucleuses of the National Library were that of CPL collection which was

transferred to the Imperial Library.

The library also served as a centre for the encouragement and development of
scholarship among the native students, since it was impossible for them to buy books.
CPL by providing books and other reading materials foster the habit of reading and help
them to find a way to improve their lives. It bridged the gap between the rich and the
poor by providing equal access to everyone, and became a blessing for both the

Europeans as well as the natives.

The Calcutta Public Library was successful in fulfilling the objectives of its founders by
keeping it ‘open to all ranks and classes without distinction and sufficiently extensive to
supply the wants of the entire community in every department of literature.’*"’
Unfortunately, in the later part of its existence, CPL was marred by financial problems,
thus once a flourishing institution gradually started to decline and it rendered useless
until Curzon reinvigorate the dying institution by amalgamating it to the Imperial
Library in 1903. The library was re-born into National Library of India in 1948. As a
National library, it has become focal centre and universally accessible for all kinds of
information and culture. This study particularly documents the importance of Calcutta
Public Library, because of which the foundation was laid for public library movement

in India.

197 |_etter from W.P. Grant curator of the Calcutta public library to G.A. Bushby Secretary to the
Government of Bengal, General proceedings, No.35, dated 23 September 1835, General proceedings,
No.35, p. 417.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Transition of Imperial Library to the National Library of India

Amalgamation of CPL to the Imperial Library

When Lord Curzon came to India as the Governor General on 6 January 1899, * his first
undertaking was the visit to Government offices and public buildings in the capital city
to see and analyse what they were like and how their internal systems functioned.? In
the process, Curzon came to know about the Calcutta Public Library and the Agri-
Horticultural Society located at the Metcalf Hall. When he reached the location, he saw
the dilapidated condition of the library where ‘most of the books had parted with their
bindings and the room in which we are now met was occupied by a few readers of news
paper and light fiction, whose tenancy of the library was fiercely disputed by pigeons
which were flying about freely inside the room and evidently treated as their permanent
habitation.”® However, he instantly realized the worth of the library which had rich and
priceless collections that would be a veritable treasure for the readers and students in
India. ‘About the same time, he also visited the Home Department and found stacked
there in a crowded unsuitable building, the library of books belonging to the
Government of India, known as the Imperial Library, practically accessible to none but
officials’ and useless for the purpose of local study or reference and unknown to the
public at large.”® Since, there was no good public reference library in Calcutta which

could be opened to the use of the public; he decided to amalgamate the two libraries.

Curzon amalgamated the Calcutta Public Library to the then Imperial Library of India in
1902 and transformed it into a Library worthy to be at the capital of Indian Empire. In
Curzon’s words, ‘putting together these various experiences it seems obvious duty to
me to work out for some sort of amalgamation and thereby to give Calcutta what a chief
city or a great province with a population of millions of people, itself also the capital

city of the British Empire in India ought most certainly to possess, namely a library

1 p.T.Nair, Origin of the National Library of India: Days of the Calcutta Public Library, National Library
of India, Kolkata, 2004, p.167.
2 The Times of India, 31 January 1903, p.9.
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worthy of the name.’® With characteristic energy and thoroughness, he at once set about
the task of repairing the past neglect and was determined to leave Calcutta only after
establishing a reference library modelled on the lines of the British Museum or Bodleian
Library. In this connection Lord Curzon divulged his ambition to Sir John Woodburn,
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal,

One night when you were dining here, I mentioned to you my desire. If

possible to create in Calcutta an Imperial Library worthy of the name and to

place at its disposal, as the nucleus of the collection ,the Library of books

and records now kept in the Home Department, having inspected the

Metcalf Hall ,and noted the dilapidated condition of the Metcalf library, as

well as the collection of the Agri-Horticultural society ; and having further

learned that both these bodies were in serious financial strain, it appear to

me that by buying out proprietary rights, we might find ourselves in a

possession of a building, not ill adapted to the purpose which I had in view.’
Curzon after taking stock of the situation of both the bodies, decided to buy, along with
the proprietary rights, the building in which library was accommodated. He decided that
buying out Metcalf Hall would be the best option because construction of new building
would augment financial expending and also buying of shares would incur more load
upon the exchequer. The Metcalf Hall was owned by the proprietors of the Calcutta
Public Library and the Agri-Horticultural Society, into whose possessions came in
between the years 1840 and 1850.% This Hall was named in honour of Sir Charles
Metcalf, the Acting Governor General from 1835 t01836- the interval between the
departure of Lord William Bentinck and the arrival of Lord Auckland in India. Sir
Charles Theophilus Metcalf liberated the Indian press on 15th September 1835 for
which the Home Department declared, ‘it was a great day, and the people of Calcutta,
who were eager to celebrate it, subscribed and erected a noble building on the bank of

the Hughly, to contain public library which was called the Metcalf Hall.*

The Bengal
Hurkaru, the local newspaper wrote about the significance of Metcalf Hall; ‘these walls
will not merely record the names that can never be forgotten; but receive and preserve a
Public Library and the Museum of the Agricultural and Horticultural society of India.’*°
Since the building was old and crumbling, Curzon worked on its restoration. To

refurbish the old building, Curzon presented his plan to Dr. Busteed; ‘the entire building

® Ibid.

" Letter from Curzon to J.Woodburn,Lieutenant Governor of Bengal,No.73,14 March 1899,Curzon
Paper,p.52.

® Home department,public-A,N0.267,1900,p1.
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Plate 2: Bodleian Library, Oxford

Plate 3: British Museum, London
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will be renovated, and upper storey will be converted into a sort of British Museum
reading room; while in due time the Library should become the first collection of
literature relating to India in the world.”*! His tenacity in accomplishing the objective
was quite evident in the painstaking effort in the process of acquiring the Metcalf Hall.
To give effect to this scheme, John Woodburn was put charge for negotiating with the
Calcutta Public Library and the Agri-Horticultural Society to buy off their proprietary
rights in Metcalf Hall, and also for purchasing books belonging to the former. In this
regard, Lord Curzon requested John Woodburn-, ‘invoke your kind assistance towards
buying out the two bodies concern, handling over the Metcalf Hall to us for Imperial
purposes.”*? In the same manner, Curzon also shared his objective with the Secretary of
State for India, George Francis Hamilton:

the establishment of a Public Imperial library at Calcutta has been engaging
our attention for some time. Our object is to found at Calcutta an institution
which will be worthy of the name of Public Imperial library. The Imperial
Library in our Civil Secretariat Building there was formed some years ago
from the different libraries. The marked increase in recent years in the
number of persons who avail themselves of the limited facilities for research
afforded by this institutions, the steady growth in the number of books for
which rooms has to be found, and the seat accommodation available, have
made the question of another building a matter of pressing moment. We
propose to establish a library with reading rooms, public and private, as at
the British Museum and Bodleian Library. We intend that it should be a
library of reference, a working place for students and a repository of
material for the future historians of India, in which so far as possible, every
book written about India at any time can be seen and read.*®

However, according to Curzon, the idea of amalgamating the two libraries did not mean
to extinguish the institution. Rather, it was to present another habitat better suited for its
scopes and means, and perhaps buys the best of its books.™ His intention was to save
the valuable collections that were left to its ruin along with the dilapidated building by
keeping them as reference in the Imperial library. It was a noble gesture from the part of
Curzon to conceive such idea of establishing in Calcutta ‘a library worthy of the

name.’*®

! Reel n0.9.p.169.N0.200, Letters to person from England and abroad.
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To get the possession of the Hall, Curzon left no stone unturned, he secured all possible

help from persons who were in the position of authority, connected with India, to fulfil

the undertaking. When the negotiation was finally settled through the legislative for

securing the Metcalf Hall, he informed Dr. H. Busteed ‘I have bought out the

Agricultural-Horticultural Society and the Metcalf Hall, also purchasing their entire

library from the latter. With this; I propose to amalgamate the Imperial Library.’16 To

give effect in amalgamating the two libraries, a meeting was held on 21 November

1900, of the Council of the Metcalf Hall, and resolved to recommend to proprietors

transfer to government of rights in public library, on the following terms:*’

Vi.

Vii.

Payment of 500 rupees per share

Present proprietors to (200b) retain, during life time, privilege of
taking out for, such books as, having hitherto belonged to public
library will loan portion of public library.

Present proprietors to have privilege of taking such books of
Imperial, as may be issued for circulation irrespective of permission
of officers in charge of records.

Present proprietors to be limited to six sets of books at a time.
Imperial library to be opened to public for reading books on
premises.

Building to retain name of Metcalf Hall, as large amount of money
were subscribed by the public to erect it to perpetuate the name of
Lord Metcalf.

All books of Calcutta Public Library to be made over to council of
public library together with shelves they occupied. They proposed
that legal effect should be given to those terms as soon as the
Government of India agrees to it. Lieutenant Governor recommended
for the acceptance on the first and second point. However, the third
point was detrimental to the present Imperial library rules; therefore,

it was sent to the viceroy for his opinion.*®

16| etter to Dr.H.Busteed from Curzon, Curzon papers, 18 March 1901, No0.200, p.169.
Y7 Curzon Papers, 30 November 1900, No0.197, p.200a.
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To this recommendation sent by the Lieutenant Governor, the Viceroy responded
to every point:®

The first and second conditions were already accepted. %°

Third, no books of Imperial Library will be issued for circulation except official’s
works as now to officials. Condition therefore not required.

Fourth, limitation can only be apply to books now in Metcalf Library, viceroy can give
no opinion since he does not know meaning of word ‘set’, and since he does not know

what are existing rights of proprietors.

Fifth-the outside scope of council or proprietors cannot be imposed as a condition.
Government however, have always proposed to throw open library to public for
reading, under suitable conditions, such as exist in every similar Library. It certainly
will not be open to anyone, without certificate or permit to walk in and demand to see

any official document or valuable work.

Sixth-institution will be known as Imperial Library, but there is no objection to building

retaining name of Metcalf Hall.

With regard to Seventh condition Viceroy sought for further details, ‘before I agree I
must know who council of public library are, and what they propose to do with books. |
cannot agree to buying rights of proprietors for handsome sum and at the same time
presenting them with another library which they will be at liberty to sell or part with as

they please. 21

With these conditions agreed upon by the concern parties, the process for amalgamation

proceeded.
Buying off shares from the proprietors of the Metcalf Hall

The worth of the library at that time was forty thousand volumes of books and journals,
for which a sum of about Rs. 2, 50,900 was spent by the members since its foundation.??

9Curzon Papers, No.46, 1December 1900. p.118.
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In order to come to terms with shareholders of the Calcutta Public Library, the details of
shares for paying the proprietors was prepared and brought forward, according to
which;- ‘it was intimated that the proprietors of the Metcalf Library, 42 in number
would sell their rights and interest in the building and books for Rs. 500 each, or a total
sum of Rs. 21, 000. The Government of India offered the sum of Rs. 21, 000.”% It was
reported by the Home Department Branch that,

the Government of Bengal intimated that some new claims had been

brought forward that the number of shares amount to 57 and the local

Government believes that the proprietors will agree to accept Rs. 500 each.

This will bring the total up to Rs. 28,000, which the Lieutenant-Governor

asked to be authorized to offer.?*
This report was brought forward in regard to the discrepancy in terms of the number of
share holders. In spite of this report, the department further submitted that the
Government of India told the secretary of state that ‘arrangement had been made to
purchase the rights of both bodies in the Metcalf Hall at a cost of Rs. 46,000, that is,
proprietors of the library Rs. 21,000, Agri-Horticultural society Rs. 25,000.*° After
initial misapprehension about the offer to pay to the proprietors of the library Rs. 21,
000, if proprietors were to give 500 each and there were 42 of the amount came to Rs.
21, 000. Now since it had been ascertained that there are 57 proprietors who has a share,
it would therefore be, wise to adhere to the original ideas to give each proprietors Rs.
500, and raising the total amount to Rs. 28,500. Finally, the Lieutenant-Governor agreed
to adhered to the original plan and as a result recommend the concern department to,
‘pay to the proposed purchased of the rights of the proprietors, Calcutta Public Library,
in the Metcalf Hall at an increased cost of Rs. 28, 500 instead of 21,000 as formally

. 2
estimated.’®

However, a separate provision was laid down to take possession of the Agri-
Horticulture Society’s premises, on fulfilling this condition, the Society agreed to vacate
their accommodation in the Metcalf Hall. The condition laid down was ‘that a sum of
Rs. 25, 000 in cash would be paid as compensation; and an annual grant of Rs. 6, 000

would be paid to the society henceforth.”®” When entire process of buying out the

% Home Department, Branch, 8 May 1900, Public-A, No. 1295, 1901, p. 37.

2: Home Department, Branch, 8 August, 1900, Public-A, No.267, 1900, 1901, p. 37.
Ibid.

% Home Department, Branch, 8 August, 1900,Public-A, No0.267, , 1901, p. 37
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rights was over, the money spent on amalgamation cost the Government, the viceroy
reported that © the transfer of the Metcalf Hall for the purposes of the Imperial Library
has been effected at a cost of Rs.7,500 in excess of the original estimate but this

additional expenditure has my approval.’®® With the completion of transaction,

|'29

possession has also been given to the government of the Metcalf Hall.” To confirm and

validate these transactions, a short Bill was introduced in the Legislative Assembly
Council of the Governor-General and was passed as the Imperial Library (Indentures
Validation) Act, 1902.

The Indentures which represents the results of our negotiations with the
society and the committee of the Free Public Library, have now been
executed, and the bill which I now ask leave to introduce has been prepared
upon the advice of our standing counsel. It is not usual to refer Bill of this
character to a Select Committee, but if any hon’ble member of council
should be of opinion that there is any point in the bill which requires to be
discussed in detail, i shall be glad to consider it and to meet his wishes, if
possible. On some future occasion | hope to move that the Bill be taken into
consideration and passed. We present it merely as a formal legal stage in
what we believed to be great and useful undertaking, and we hope that the
reorganized library will remain for all time to come as an enduring
monument of your Lordship’s administration.*

Commenting on the successful completion of the deal, Honourable Mr. Turner said, ‘the
thanks of the public are due to your Excellency, and also to his Hon’ble the Lieutenant
Governor, for having brought about such a happy result.”®* Curzon explained reasons

for undertaking the scheme in the following:

My object in carrying out the scheme, which has taken shape in this bill, has
been to present Calcutta with public library worthy of the name. When |
came to India we could not be said to possess here any such institution.
There was the collection to which my Hon’ble colleague has referred,
consisting of the Records and writings and documents of government which
was contained in one of the buildings of one of our departments. This
collection valuable as it was to officers of Government, was not, and could
not in the nature of the circumstances be accessible to the public, nor indeed
was its existence generally known except to those officers who from time to
time had occasion to refer to it. On the other hand, the existing public
library in the upper storey of the Metcalf hall, while it contained an
enormous number of books, had practically degenerated, so far as the use

% Home Department, Branch, public-A,No.16, 2 May ,1902,p.3.

% Home Department,Branch,public-A,No.457, May 1902.p.1.

* Ibid.32.

'Home Department Public Part-B, N0.384, April 1902, Judicial and Public Papers 1902, extract from the
proceedings of the council of the governor general of India assembled for the purpose of making laws and
regulations,p.4.

101



made of it was concern, into a library of light literature and of fiction. It
seemed to me desirable to consolidate these collections as far as possible,
and to constitute a library which would both have the solid foundation that
would recommend it to the student and at the same time possess all the
necessary works of reference upon Indian and Indian subjects. | therefore,
decided to hand over to this new institution, should I be fortunate enough
to obtain the building , the govt collections to which | have referred, while
by arrangements that | was unable to make with the proprietors of the
existing Metcalf Library, and which | may say so in his presence , were
conducted with great skill by His honour the Lieutenant Governor — | was
enabled to secure the existing collections that were at that time housed in the
first floor of the Metcalf building. My next step was to procure from home a
competent librarian and student from the British Museum, who has now for
year been in charge of the new undertaking.*?
With the sanction of the Secretary of State, the post of the librarian was created initially

the term of appointment would be for five years.*
Appointment of a Librarian

Traditionally librarians were considered as the custodians of the written word- as a
keeper of the library. The success and usefulness of a library largely depends on the
librarian. Having realized this, Curzon was not willing to settle for a second class or
mediocre person as the librarian, and was determined to bring the best librarian from
England. He candidly confessed to the secretary of state; ‘I am becoming a nuisance
with my appeal for high class and talented English man, for whose selection I turned
confidingly to you. *** Curzon was aware of the fact that the growth and development of
the new library rests on the competency of the librarian. He, therefore, ensured that for
the newly created Imperial Library, he would only settle for the best and qualified
librarian - a man ‘who is able to preserve, arrange and calendar muniments and
administer a record department, must be endowed with some of these special gifts that
make a good librarian.”® To find a competent Librarian, to take the charge of the newly
created Library, Curzon turned to George Francis Hamilton, Secretary, of state for
India, for his assistance, said, ‘we are desirous with your Lordship’s assistance, a
gentleman from England to fill the post. We require as Librarian a man of but
education, not with experience of cataloguing, arranging, binding and preserving books,

%2 Home Department Public Part-B, No.384, April 1902,p.2.
¥ N.K.Dhar, ‘ the Imperial Library, Calcutta’, Calcutta Review, January 1920,vol n0.299.p.70
% Correspondence with secretary of state, Lord Salisbury and Sir A. Godley, Press of the Private
Secretary to the viceroy, India Office London, Letter N0.38. June 20, 1900, Letter from Lord Curzon to
385ir Godley,Under secy. Of state for India, Viceroy Lodge, Simla, p.170

Ibid.

102



but literary interests and taste. It would be desirous if possible, that he should posses
some acquaintances with or at least a positive interest in oriental literature and

history.”

The Secretary of State for India assured Curzon saying ‘we should be equally
anxious to meet your wishes and to send you the fittest and most proper person we can

find. But it is absolutely to offer a liberal salary.”®’

Lord Curzon was informed by Arthur Godley, Under Secretary of State for India that a
man named Macfarlane from the British Museum, London, had the potential capabilities
and will for the newly created Imperial Library. The only drawback was that Macfarlane
did not have an Oxford or a Cambridge degree which was a prerequisite qualification
for a librarian, ‘you told me that this condition was not indispensable.”*® Reacting to this
news, Curzon with a hint of disappointment remarked - ‘I do not mind the man you
named not having been a graduate of any university (though I am sufficiently academic
to think it a drawback) but I do think it essential that he should be not merely a
Librarian, i.e., a man skilled in the custody, preservation and classification of books but,

also a bit of scholar and a student.”®

The salary of the librarian was Rs.1, 000-50-1,250 a month for the first five years rising
by increments to Rs.1, 500. Besides the salary, a librarian would also receive Rs.150 a
month as house rent. The selected candidate will be bound by an agreement for five
years. However, if his service was found satisfactory, he will be retained by
Government in pensionable service after that date. Similar to the condition adopted as in
the case of members of the Indian Educational service.It had been suggested that in
order to retain the librarian in the service the salary would have to be arranged on liberal

and progressive scale.

Owing to the credibility of John Macfarlane, Secretary of state announced that

‘Macfarlane, of the British Museum, has been selected by him for the Librarianship of

% Government of India Finance and commerce Department, Salaries, Establishment, etc., Education,
Home-Public, No.267, 1900, p. 1

37 etter from sir Arthur Godley to Curzon, No.54., 10 August,1900, p.188.

% Correspondence with secretary of state, Lord Salisbury and Sir A.Godley,Press of the

Private Secretary to the viceroy,India Office London,Letter N0.83.17 December

1900,p.289.letter from Sir Godley,under secy. Of state for India to the Curzon.

% |bid, Letter No.60. September 12 1900, Letter from Lord Curzonto Sir Godley,under secy. Of state for
India,viceroy Lodge,Simla, p.297.

0 Telegram from the Secretary of State, Proceeding No0.250, Home Department, Public-A, Dated 12
December 1900, p. 41.
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the Metcalf Hall Librau'y.’41 ‘I have got out a first rate librarian from the British
Museum, and have procured for him an endowment of Rs.10, 000 a year for purchase of
books alone.”* Right after the appointment of Mr. Macfarlane as the librarian, he was
asked to immediately take steps to secure the estimates reference and also at once to

remove the books which were unwanted® in the library.

Considering the limited space of the Metcalf Hall, Mcfarlane was asked to undertake
severance of useless and regrettable literatures from what was to be retained in the
Imperial Library. The Lieutenant-Governor advised that works not required for Imperial
Library should be made over with present book shelves to council who desire to start a
circulating library of their own elsewhere, however, with a condition that books should
not be sold but used for purposes described.** In this respect the president of the old
public library was asked whether he ‘intends to starts a new library with the books
which are rejected from those taken over by the Imperial Library’ It became imperative
to tackle this issue in the initial days,, because once the Council decides to open a new
library with the books returned to them, they will be entitled, under the agreement, to
take the shelves pertaining to the discarded books, and, this again will impact their

financial estimates.*®

With so much vigour and rigorous measures, the renovation and equipment of the
building, the work of weeding and cataloguing, transferring of books and the
arrangement of the shelves were completed by the end of 1902.%° With this, ‘the
Imperial Library was formally opened by Governor-General Curzon, on the afternoon of
Friday, 30 January 1903, the leading residents of Calcutta to whom invitation cards had
been issued, were present on the occasion.”*” Sir Asutosh Mukhopadhyay, who was
one of the distinguished guests graced the occasion by his presence.’48 The opening of

the Imperial Library were confirmed and validated by the Imperial library Act, 1902 (I

* Telegram from the Secretary of State, Proceeding No.250, Home Department, Public-A, Dated 12

December 1900, p. 41.

*2 |_etter to Dr.H.E.Busteed,C.1.E.from lord cuzon,P-169,NO.200,MARCH 18,1901, letter and telegram

from india and abroad.

** Home Department- A, Proceedings, No. 457-463 , May 1902, p. 6.

41901, Curzon Papers, Proceedings No.250.

*® Telegram from the Secretary of State, Proceeding No.250, Home Department, Public-A, Dated 12
December 1900, p. 41.

“® N.K.Dhar, ‘The Imperial Library,Calcutta,’ The Calcutta Review, 1920.Vol.N0.68.p.70.

" Annual Reports of the Imperial Library for 1903, Letter from J. Macfarlane, Librarian of the Imperial

library to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, No.27, Dated 3 February 1904.

* B.S. Kesavan, India’s National Library, National Library Calcutta, 1961, p. 13.
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of 1902). The foundation of the new library will be the Imperial Library, which was
formed not very long ago, by combining together certain collections of book which
belong to the various department of the government of India. The new Imperial Library
will be provided with Reading Rooms, public, private, as at the British Museum and

Bodleian Library.*

On the successful amalgamation of the two libraries and finally opening its door to the
people, it would be appropriate to recall Frazer’s comment that:

The active resistance of prejudice and passive resistance of apathy has at

last been overcome; and the books have been brought together under one

roof, arranged and made available to all who wish to consult them....the

Imperial library in course of time be worthy to rank with some of the

libraries in Europe.*
On this occasion Lord Curzon proudly announced ‘I have opened the recreated Imperial
Library in the Metcalf Hall which is now a beautiful place, well appointed, well
furnished, and with a library collection of 100.000 books.”>* He further proclaimed that
‘it has already proved itself to be a great boon to all classes of the community; it
contains a very fine and ever increasing collection of books; and it, is one of the public
institutions of which | think that the city may be most proud.> He finally succeeded in

awakening the public interest in Calcutta’s old public library.53

Sharing this accomplishment with Hamilton, Curzon claimed, ‘the Imperial library,
which | have created, is succeeding beyond anything that | had anticipated. It is
accommodated in a magnificent building, and anything is managed with great propriety
and decorum. In the first three weeks after the opening of the library, over 500 persons
applied for reading tickets , and you may go in there any afternoon and find quite a
number of persons sitting in the room profiling by the novel advantages placed in their
disposal. It will, I think, be permanent addition both to the public institutions and to the

amenities of life in Calcutta.”>*

**Bimal Kumar Dutta, Libraries and Librarianship of Ancient and Medieval India, Atma Ram & Sons,
Delhi, 1970, p. 103.

**Demi-official from A.H.L. Fraser, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department
to E.N. Baker, officiating Secretary to the government of Bengal, Municipal Department, No. 96-D,
Dated 28 February, 1899, Public-A, November 1901, p. 5.

! |etter to Dr.Busteed from Lord Curzon, February 5.1903.

%2 |_etter from Curzon to Rev.Bishop of Calcutta, Curzon papers, No.66,1904 March 16,p.69.

53 3 January 1903, The Times of India ,p.4.

S*Letter from Curzon to George Halminton,Secy. of state to India.,Curzon Papers,No.16,5 March
1903,p.69.
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Under the direction of John Macfarlane the work of re-arrangement of books of the two
libraries and re-cataloguing of their holding was completed in 1902. Some important
undertakings were also initiated to increase its popularity and usefulness and thereby to
attract people towards the library such as:

1. Training of cataloguer in the Imperial library for works in other libraries.
2. Establishment of reciprocal borrowing system amongst different libraries; and

3. Compilation of subject indexes of the contents of other libraries.>

Soon after the re-opening the Imperial Library started issuing Permanent Reader’s
Tickets to the public. In the Annual Reports of the Imperial Library, 1903, it was
mentioned that ‘From 31 January to December 1903, the number of tickets issued was
2,121. Besides the above, 166 tickets for the day only was issued and 109 tickets for
period ranging between two days and one year were also issued, making up a total of
2,396 ticket.”® It was observed that the number of readers who visited the library was
impressive considering its recent establishment. One of the most important and urgent
task required to be undertaken in order to increase its popularity and to make it user
friendly was the preparation of a Reading Room Catalogue. Considering its importance
to the library, effort had been made to construct it at the earliest as circumstances will
allow them to undertake preparation. As a result, the preparation of constructing the
Reading Room Catalogue and index of the Imperial library was immediately initiated
by Macfarlane, and by 1903 the constructions were completed. Two hundred copies of
this catalogue were printed of which 156 were distributed among local libraries and
institutions. The first volume of the General Author Catalogue from A to L was
published in March 1904. Another attraction of the library was the occasional
translation of passages from French and German books relating to India for the benefit
of students by the Librarian. Following this, a demand sprung up for instruction in those
languages. A select few Hindus, consisting chiefly of pundits and holders of

Government Scholarship, began to meet for instruction in the librarian’s room.>’

 P.T. Nair, Origin of the National Library of India: Days of the Calcutta Public Library,
Belvidere, Kolkata, 2004, p. 199.

% Annual Reports of the Imperial Library for 1903, letter from J. Macfarlane, Librarian of the Imperial
Library to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, No. 27, dated 3" February, 1904,
p.1

> Ibid, p. 2
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The Imperial Library was enriched with books lent out by different organizations for
perusal in the library. With regard to this, the Asiatic Society also gave permission on
24 November, 1903 to lend books and manuscripts from their library for perusal in the
Imperial Library. ‘The Government of Bengal consented to make over any books which
had been received in the Bengal library under the Act xxv of 1867 and might be
required for the use of the library. Accordingly, some 300 works, including periodicals,
were selected by the librarians and received from Bengal Library............ this will be of
great service to the Imperial Library, as providing it with instructing but out-of-the way

books which otherwise could only be procured with difﬁculty.’58

Effort also had been made to ‘have in the Imperial library a complete series of the
publications issued by the local and Imperial Governments bound like the Parliamentary
Blue Books, and with this object slips have been prepared of all the Indian blue books in
the library. Steps will now be taken to supply the deficiencies as far as practicable. An

index of all parliamentary papers relating to India will also be formed.”*®

With the completion of the arrangement of the Library, all of the Imperial Library Rules
had been drawn up in the following manner. To give effect to the working of the library,

the following rules were framed by the committee in consultation with Lord Curzon:
Draft of the Imperial Library Rules®

1. Gazetted officers of the government or local governments and other persons
provided by the librarian with reading tickets on the introduction of such officers
or any fellow of the Calcutta University will be allowed the privileges of reading
in the room of the library. People who are less than 16 years shall not be
admitted in the library for this purpose.

2. Reader’s ticket shall be valid for a period of six months from the date of grant.

3. The librarian may disperse with introduction in such cases as may appear to him
deserving of the concession.

4. No encyclopaedia, dictionary, atlases or books of general reference shall be

removed from the library without the special permission of the librarian.

58 H
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5. No valuable books shall be removed from the library without the special
permission of the librarian. These books will be marked in the catalogue with an
asterisk.

6. Books other than those mentioned in the Rules 4 & 5 may be issued to persons
mentioned in Rules 7-10 on the signature of a receipt, but no person shall be
allowed to take out more than six books (up to a limit of 12 volumes) at a time,
and any person taking out a book shall be held responsible for it until his receipt
IS return or destroyed.

7. The proprietors of the former Calcutta Public Library shall be entitled to borrow
books from many those formerly in the library.

8. Books may be issued to all superior officers of the Government of India
residents in Calcutta or in Simla or local governments residents in Calcutta or
(whilst the Government of India are at Simla) in India.

9. Books may be issued to other persons, officials or no-officials who obtain
written permission from the head of any department of the Government, or from
the librarian.

10. Technical works may be issued to superior Government officers, not residents in
Calcutta or Simla, by the librarian on his own authority when there are duplicate
copies and with the permission of the department concern when there is only a
single copy.

11. Permission to take out books is not transferable and books must be lent to
persons who have not themselves the right to use the library.

12. (a) Books issues are liable to recall at any time, but if not so recalled they may
be kept for a space of 15 days by the proprietors of the former Calcutta Public
Library and of one month by others after the permission of the librarian to retain
then must be obtain.

(b) No books shall be issued to any person who failed to return a book within a
reasonable time on its being recalled by the librarian.

13. The library will be open during office hour on all week days except holidays and

on Sundays between...%

%1 Library hour was not mentioned
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This draft was put up subject to which the council will as proposed make their
byelaws and regulations. The draft according to Curzon was bad and obscure,
therefore, suggested for alterations on which points he found ambiguous and
unjustifiable. Curzon proceeded in following.

I will proceed to suggest alterations ,beginning with rule 1,which,instead of putting
gazetted officers into the forefront, ought to put the issue of reading-passes in that

position.

Rule-1.-permission to read in the rooms of library will be given to gazetted officers of
the govt of India or local Government, and to all other persons who shall have been
provided by the librarian with reading tickets issued in accordance with rules laid down

by the council.

Rule-11.-no books or class of books, or documents or papers shall be taken out by any

person other than those mentioned in rule 111 except with the permission of the librarian.
Rule-111.-Rule 5 of draft.

Rule.-1VV-Rule 8 of draft.

It seems to me that these four rules cover the whole ground.®?

The modified rules were adopted as the Rules of the Imperial library as suggested and

approved by Curzon. The revised rules were as follows:
Imperial Library Rules®

Rule 1-permission to read in the rooms of the library will be given to Gazetted Officers
of the Government of India or of local Government and to all other
persons who shall been provided by the librarian with reading ticket

,issued in accordance with rules laid down by the council.

Rule-11- No book or class of books, or document or paper shall be taken out by any
person other than those mentioned in rule-111 except with permission

with of the librarian.

62 H
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Rule-111- the proprietors of the former Calcutta Public Library shall be entitled to take
out books from among those transferred from that library to that imperial
library, subject to the restriction that no individual shall be allowed to
take more than six works (up to the limit of 12 volumes) at a time, and
that no encyclopaedias, dictionaries, valuable illustrated books difficult

of replacement shall be taken out.

Rule-1V-books that have been taken out are liable to recall at any time, but if not so
recalled they may be kept for a space of one month, after which the
permission of the librarian to retain then must be obtained.

The growing usefulness of the library especially, to the natives induced them to make an
appeal to the Governor General for the relaxation of the existing cast-iron rules of the
library to enable the reading public to reap unhindered benefits of the treasure of
knowledge stored up therein.®* Besides these, demand from some section of people who
on normal days could not spare time to go and spend time in the Reading Room, except
on Sundays and other public holidays, were brought up. The same sentiment was
expressed by the local daily, The Bengalee, which endorsed for opening of library on
Sundays and holidays for the convenience of the public.®® Considering their
inconveniences, it was decided to have a lending section so that those who wish to read
at home may issue for home reading. The librarian also felt that to meet the challenges
of demand, the ‘remedy lies in keeping open in the evening, during part of Sundays and

holidays as far as religious observation perrnits.’66

Following this suggestion, the Imperial Library rules were once again amended in
1908.%

1. The library will be open to any person who holds a reading ticket issued to him
by the Librarian in accordance with such regularities as may from time to time
be made by the council.

2. The reading ticket will not be issued to any person under 18 years of age. They

will remain in force until cancelled by the council for the internal management

® Native news paper report, S1.n0.725,vi miscellaneous ,p.213.
®Reports on Native Papers for July-December 1902, SI.N0.1558, p557.
661
Ibid.
%7 Imperial Library Rules, Calcutta, Superintendent Government of Printing India, 1February 1908, p.1.
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of the library will be liable to have his ticket suspended by the librarian pending
a reference to the council.

3. Subject to the provision of Rule 1V, no book or other documents shall be taken
out by any person except with the permission of the librarian to be given in
accordance with any grant or special order made by the council in this behalf.

4. Any of the proprietors of the former Calcutta public library shall be entitled, hen
resident in Calcutta, to take out books from among those transferred from the
library to the Imperial library, subject to the restriction that he shall not take out
more than six works (upto a limit of six volumes) at a time.

5. Books and other documents that have taken out are liable to recall at any time,
but if not so recalled, they may be kept for a space of one month, which may be
extended by the librarian at his discretion.

6. The library will be open to the public from 10 am to 7 pm on working days, and

from 2 pm to 5pm on such Sundays and holidays as the council may determine.

Separate rules for issuing of books were also framed about the same time as given

under:®®
Imperial Library Rules for Issuing of Books

1. Books belonging to the classes specified below may be lent out to persons
engaged in special study or research, who shall have deposited with the librarian
as guarantee a sum of money to cover the value of the books lent and any
accidental expenses, or shall have executed a bond or permanent adequate
security for the requisite amount.

2. The classes of books which may be lent out under the rules are :-

(a) Books of which there is more than copy available.
(b) Books from their nature of their subject, or the language in which they are
written are likely to be seldom consulted.

3. No books forming part of reference collections in the reading room or any book
valuable for its rarity or its illustration shall be lent without the special
permission of the librarian, who in cases of doubt shall refer the questions or the

orders of the council.

% Ibid.p.2.
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4. The cost of postage or carriage both ways is to be defrayed by the borrower.
5. The rules as to duration of loan and number of books to be lent out at one time is

as already provided in the Rules of the Imperial Library.
Memorandum on the Imperial Library®®

Scope.-it is understood, in the first place, that the Imperial Library is to be a store house
of matter relating to India. There must, however, be some limitations as to the language,
and perhaps English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, Danish with
Latin and Greek, might be a practical selection. Of works in vernacular languages there
were already considerable numbers in the two older libraries, which can also be an
addition for the new library. Further, the Imperial library is to contain a collection of
“books of reference.” The choice of books were to be determined in compliance with
the requirements of the various government departments The library aimed at securing a
complete collection of Indian Government publications, both by acquiring copies as

they appear and by filling existing gaps.”

Detail information on the evolution of the Imperial Library including its aims and
objectives was provided in an answer to the clarification sought by Rev. Dr. Bishop of
Calcutta, on the occasion of inviting him to be the Council Chairman. He sought certain
clarifications from the Governor General Curzon before he agreed to take up the
responsibility of the Council Chairman- first of all and most importantly, ‘what is the
aim of the library? Is it to aim at being as complete as possible, collect all books of
value on all subjects, and fearlessly fill its shelves and trusts to finding room for them
hereafter in a larger house? Or is it definitely to restrict its scope? The second question
was, how far is it a govt institution, that is, is the council finally subordinate or subject
to the decision of government, not only in financial matters, but in matter of judgement,
such as the admission or rejection of books or the acceptance of the large gifts? | feel
that I don’t know how far the responsibility as president extends, how far I ought to aim

at making the council real power?"

To give clear understanding to all these queries, Lord Curzon, explained explicitly;

32 Government of India, Home Department Public-A,Proceeding,No0s.457-463,May 1902,p. 4.
Ibid.

"™ Letter from Rev.Bishop of Calcutta to Lord Curzon, Curzon Papers, Vol.2, Reel

N0.9.N0.89.1905.p.210.
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The primary object of the library, as conceived and repeatedly stated by
him, was to provide a first class, and as far as possible an exhaustive
collection of all books about India or required for the study of India. The
secondary object of the library is to provide a collection of general literature
relating to all subject such as will be useful either to Europeans or Indians
frequenting the library for purpose of study not necessarily connected with
Indian history or Indian subject. As regard the measure of government
control, the fact that the library was created by the government, consist, for
the most part, of government books, and is only kept alive by government
money, brings it incontestably within the class of government institutions.”

The aims and the objectives of the establishment of the Imperial Library had been
clearly elaborated above. It was no doubt started for the literary advancement of the
people in India and also to collect materials relating to India for the use of the future
scholars.

....... the whole collection will be thoroughly revised and re-housed, and |
hoped that, within about a year from now, this building will be a place for
the student, a place for the historian, and a place for the casual reader as
well. It seems to me highly necessary that there should be somewhere in
India, and obviously in Calcutta, as the capital of the empire, some library to
which any man should be at liberty to go who wanted to know anything
about India. My desire is to collect there every book that has been in an
intelligible tongue about this continent, so that material not merely for
casual reference, but for the publications and compilations of the historian
of the future may be there available. This I think we can effect. | hope that,
before | have left this country, we may have in the Metcalf building on a
small scale what the reading Room of the British Museum supplies to the
student and reader at home , and although many of us in the busy lives we
live out here do not find much time for other than official reading, yet I
hope that we may attract to the interior of this new library a race of scholars
and may gradually build up in the future work s of investigation and
research that may add to the credit of British in this country. These are the
object with which this institution has been founded, and this bill that has
been introduced is intended to give legislative form to the arrangement to
which I have referred.”

Council of the Imperial Library

Lord Curzon wanted that management of the library to be delegated to a council of four,
with the librarian as secretary and the executive administration. He proposed that
Honourable Mr. Raleigh, a High Court Judge, to be the Chairman. However, the chief

justice did not wish to serve himself and instead, nominated Mr. Guru Das Banerjee.

"2 Curzon Papers, 12 November 1905, Reel No.13, NO.155, p.111.
”® Home Department Public Part-B, No.384, April 1902, p.3.
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The Bengal Government has nominated the commissioner of the presidency division.”
Both, the Honourable Justice Gooroo Dass Benerjee, and Honourable Finucane,
Commissioner, consented to serve as Member of the Council for internal management

of the New Imperial Library at Calcutta.

Ultimately, the Imperial Library Council consisted of: Chairman-The Honourable Mr.
Raleigh

Members- The Honourable Justice, Mr. Gooroo Dass Beneerjee, the Secretary to the
Government of India, Home Department, and Mr. Finucane, Commissioner Presidency
Division, and the Librarian as Secretary to the Council.”

The librarian was the executive administrator who will be assisted by the permanent
staffs in the administration. The permanent staffs consisted of one Reading Room
Superintendent, one Head Clerk, twelve assistants, two sorters, and a number of
attendants. The work of the library was divided into three main categories, viz.,
acquisition of books, preparation of books for use, and use of the books by the readers.”
With regard to the formation of the Council, the natives expressed their dissatisfaction
at the appointment of only one Indian, namely, Justice Guru Das Benerji, to the Council
in which the management of the library had been vested.”” The natives demanded for
the expansion of the Council and suggested Messrs Kali Charan Benerjee, G.S. Basu,
Pandits Nirmami Nyayalankar, Hara Prosad Shastri, and Babu Chandra Nath Basu to be
appointed as members in the committee.”® But this demand was unacceptable for a
person like Curzon who believes in perfection and was impeccably efficient. For him, it
was not the numbers but skills and proficiency of the person that matters. That was
exactly what he looked for in a person, in order to take the place of Raleigh on his
retirement as the Council Chairman. He found Rev. Bishop as the best eligible person to
be the Chairman of the Council, and to him, Curzon wrote:

I have to create a new council it is all important that | should secure for the
office of chairman a high authority and a scholar who will lend the weight
of his high influence, experience and judgement to the works of the council.
My eye naturally turns towards you. There is no one in Calcutta possessing

™ Proceedings Nos.231-302, November 1901, p.50.

> Proceedings of the Home Department, May 1902,No.462, p.14.

’® K.N.Dhar, The Imperial Library, Calcutta’, Calcutta Review, \Vol.N0.299.January 1920.p.71.
"7 The Bengalee,Serial No.70. 4 February, 1903.p.139.

"8 Native Newspaper, The Bengalee, SI..N0.163,1 February,1903. p.47.
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a twentieth part of your eminent qualifications, and | feel that it would be a
public loss not to secure your service if I can.”

Rev. Bishop accepted the offer for the post and expressed to Curzon:

I am much gratified by your kind letter, and while | am afraid | shall

disappoint your expectations can not hesitate about accepting the office

which you offer to me with so much kindness. I am guilty of having taken

scarcely in interest, or any rate of having done nothing to show in the

interest of the Imperial Library. Though I know it was your work, | did not

at all realised how much effort you had spent upon it and how much you

cared for it; 1 shall now loyally try to do whatever parts falls to me , as well

as | can to promote a work which you have at heart.*®°
In 1912, the appointment of Asutosh Mukhopadhyaya, a native gentleman as Chairman
of the Council was a matter of appreciation to the natives considering the fact that the
Council of the library had always been pre-dominated by European members. Until his
election, the venerated post had been held by the Europeans Another significant change
that came along was that the powers of the Head of a Department (for the purpose of
the Civil Service Regulation and Civil Account code so far as relate to Imperial

expenditure) were also conferred upon the Council of the library.

The council, since its inception two meetings of the council were held in1902. It did not
meet in 1903. Between 1904 and 1909 it met once a year. At a meeting held on the 13th
February 1912, it resolved that it should meet in future on the third Monday of each
month. But a change in the constitution of the council afterwards met the monthly

meeting impossible. &

The affair of the library, from the beginning till 1912 continued to remain the same.
However, in 1913, the management of the library underwent a sea change in every
department- from the constitution of the library to shifting of its location to the Foreign

and Military Secretariat Building at Esplanade.

To look into the affairs of the Imperial Library, the Government of India appointed a
Committee of Enquiry on 13 December 1929 also known as the Richey Committee. The
members consisted were J. A. Richey, Educational Commissioner with the Government

of India as Chairman, R.B. Ramsbotham, Member of the Imperial Library Council, J.H.

® Curzon Paper, Letter from Curzon to Rev.Bishop, of Calcutta, 16 March No.69.1904,p.66.

8 Curzon’s correspondence with persons in India, Letter N0.99. 1904, p.150.

81 Report on the working of the Imperial Library for the period of January 1911 to March
1912,Calcutta,Superitendent Government printing,1912,p.9.
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Lindsay, Education Secretary, Government of Bengal, and J.G.Bhandari, Accountant-
General, Secretary, Government of Bengal.®? The Richey Committee discussed matters
concerning the future finance, location, functions and administration of the Library. The

main recommendations may be summarized as:

Functions: (a), ‘The Imperial Library should be the Library of reference, a working
place for student and a repository of material for the future historian of India, in which
so far as possible, every book written about India at any time can be seen and read.’(b),
The Imperial Library should be Copy Right Library. (c), The Imperial Library should be
a Central Lending Library, from which books should be available to person engaged in
any special study, in all parts of India.(d), The Imperial character of the library should be
maintained, especially in the matter of selection of books which should not be

influenced by interest of any locality.
Location: The Library should continue to be located in Calcutta.

Management: the Council should be replaced by a new Council, the actual

administration to vest in a small committee of management.

Administration: The cost of running the Library to be met entirely from Central
Revenue except from the amount required for the maintenance of the Reading Room,

which should be met from provincial revenues.

The recommendation of the Richey Committee was thoroughly examined by the
Governor-General in Council and came to the conclusion that the Council should be
remodelled. The Council was reconstituted according to the terms of the Government of
India, Department of Health and Land’s Resolution No.1320, Dated 17 July, 1929. The

council of the Imperial Library was henceforth to consist of:®

1. Two representatives of the Bengal Government, nominated by them,
2. Two nominees of the Calcutta university,

3. Three persons nominated by the Government of India to represent interest

outside of Bengal.

82Report of the working of the Imperial Library from 1% April 1926 to 31March 1930, Calcutta,
Government of India Press, 1930.pp.2.-3.

8 Report of the working of the Imperial Library from 1% April 1926 to 31March
1930,Calcutta,Government of India Press,1930.p.2.
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4. The Educational Commissioner with the Government of India-Ex-officio

Chairman of the council.?

The names of the members forming the first reformed council, whose tern of

appointment is to last three years, are given below:-

I. R. Littlechailes, Educational Commissioner with the Government of India, ex-
officio chairman
Il.  P.L. Buckland, Justice, Calcutta High Court and Lt.Col. N. Barwell, Bar-at- Law
{these two were nominated by the Government of Bengal }
I11.  Rev. Dr. W.S. Urquhart, Vice-chancellor, Calcutta University, and Rai Bahadur,
Dr.U.N. Brahamchari {nominated by the Calcutta University}.
IV. H.G. Rawalinson, Principal Poona College, Poona
V.  A.C. Woolner,Vice-chancellor, Punjab University, Lahore and
VI.  S.Sinha, Bar-at-Law, Patna.®

The recommended term for the newly constituted office was for three years, which
commenced from 1 August 1929.%° However, not long after it came into effect, the
Government of India had to reconsider the formation of the council in view of the
partition of the country, and accordingly decided to reconstitute the council of the

Imperial Library with:
1. Educational Advisor with the Government of India-Ex-officio Chairman
2. Two members nominated by the Government of Bengal
3. One members nominated by the Calcutta University

4. Four members nominated by the Government of India in consultation with the

provincial government of West Bengal to represent the interests outside Bengal

The term of the office of the member of the council remained the same as before.®
Another alteration brought about was the Librarian, the Ex-officio chairman of the

library council ceased to be so, and his place was replaced by an I.E.S. Officer, who

*Ibid.

% Ibid.

% Ibid.

8 Home/Public —File No.F48-28/47E.1/Government of India Ministry of Education, New Delhi,28 June
1948.pp.1-2.
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acted as secretary to the council, in addition to his own duties, and received allowance
for the work. Mr. J. R. Barrow, |.E.S. Principal, Presidency College, Calcutta, was the
first secretary to be so appointed. Unfortunately, this arrangement did not turn out as
desired. Therefore, from 1 June 1931, the librarian again became the Ex-officio

secretary to the council %

Copyright Library: A privilege to Receive Books Publish in India

Copyright libraries are those libraries upon which the law of a country confer privileges
of receiving a copy gratis of every book published in the country.®® J.A. Chapman, a
former Imperial Librarian, remarked on the lack of copyright library in India. He
lamented that- ‘we English have done wonderful things in India; our race may be well
proud of its record; but we left things undone that we should have done. One of the
things that we left undone ...we have not established a copyright library.”®® Even though
there were no copyright libraries in India, interestingly, there were two libraries that had
the privilege of copyright libraries for everything published in India. Neither of them
was in India and was located in England. One was the British Museum Library and the
other was the India Office Library. Under the Press and Regulation of Book Act, 1867,
passed during the viceroyalty of Lord Lawrence, both these libraries were entitled to a
gratis copy of everything published in India. Under India Act XXV of 1867, three
copies of every book printed or lithographed in British India were required to be
deposited with the local Government. A copy of each was transmitted to the British
Museum and the India Office Library, London, and the third copy being retained in
India. Article 9(b) and 11 of the Act, empowered the local government to require the
printer of any books to deliver two more copies; one for the British Museum and one for
the India Office Library. The practice for the British Museum and the India Office
Library was to mark and return the copies of the quarterly catalogue that were sent to
them after which, they were returned home. Thus, through this Act, books published in

the country could be tracked and stored for future references.

Though, Imperial Library might not be one of the copy right libraries in India and
missed out the right to receive books from other provinces, but it was not deficient of

8 B.S.Kesavan., The National Library of India, Calcutta, National Library,1961. p.16.
89 |phi
Ibid.
% J A.Chapman, ‘The Imperial Library: Past and Future,” Calcutta, The Calcutta Review, March
1922,p.447.
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books published in the Bengal province. The reason was that, the government of India
made arrangement with the Government of Bengal in 1903 to transfer to the Imperial
Library, any book which had been received in the Bengal Library which might be
required for the Imperial Library. A selection from the books received in the Bengal
Library under the Registration Act was accordingly sent to the Imperial Library when

the Imperial Librarian has his report written on them.**

Chapman was of the opinion that, had the Imperial library existed at the time of passing
of the Act, it would have been treated as a third copyright library with the British
Museum and the Indian office library, having the same privileges conferred upon
it.**Therefore, during his tenure as a librarian of the Imperial library, he worked hard
towards achieving his objective of converting the Imperial Library as copyright library.
With that determination, Chapman put up the question whether Imperial library should
receive a copy of each Indian publication under the Act of 1867 along with the two
British libraries and the provinces.**This question was considered by the library council
in 1917 but instructed him to further pursue with the Government of India. Following
the council’s instruction, Chapman wrote to the Government saying;

The influence of one man such as Sir Rabindranath Tagore, rather the
influence of his writing, in changing the general estimate in which the
Indian classical and vernacular literature are held, is hardly to be estimated;
and more imbibing the prevailing spirit of Europe and its estimate of the
worth of national literatures are held. The questions in those days will
assuredly not be as to whether it is right that the Imperial Library should be
a ‘Copyright’ library, but whether it is right that of the three ‘copyright’
libraries (I assume that Imperial Library will then have been made one), two
should be in England. The question then well may be whether there should
not be four ‘Copyright’ libraries in India, at Delhi, Calcutta, Bombay and
Madras, in each of which every valuable Indian publication should be found
as in Great Britain there are five- London, Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburg
and Dublin.**

Chapman was disappointed by the fact that the Imperial Library as the only government
library, and could have received all the books published in the country, but it seemed

rather pleased to receive only what was published in the presidency. It was unfortunate

%1 K.N.Dhar, The Imperial Library, Calcutta, The Calcutta Review,Vol.N0.299 January 1922,p.73.

%2 J.A.Chapman,The Imperial Library: Past and Future, Calcutta, The Calcutta Review, March
1922,p.448.

% Asin Kumar Das, The Indian National Library,” in Maurice B.Line and Joyce Line (eds.), National
Libraries -2:1977-1985,Aslib Reader Series VVolume-6,1987,p.183.

%Report of the working of the Imperial Library for the period from 1% April 1916 to 31March 1919,
Calcutta, Superitendent Government Printing, 1920.pp.4-5.
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that the matter was not pursued any further on the ground that the library did not have
the space to accommodate books that would be receiving under the Copyright Act nor
the staffs that would be required to handle those books. Therefore, until a larger
accommodation could be arranged the question of copyright was further differed.

However, the Government of India while recognising the importance of a Copy Right
library, constituted a committee under the chairmanship of J.A. Richey, Educational
Commissioner in 1926. The committee recommended, among other things, that the
Imperial Library should be a copy right library.” The Library Council at its meeting on
21st march 1931, requested the librarian to prepare a scheme for a copyright library,
which was then examined by a sub-committee whose members consisted of Rev. Dr.
Urquhart, Rai Bahadur, Dr. U.N. Brahamachari, Khan Bahadur Adul Kadir Safaraz
Shaik, and the Secretary, and forwarded to the Government of India with the council’s
recommendations in 1932-33.%

The sub-committee members were of the opinion that under the ongoing situation, it
was not conducive to bring forth any new scheme, although the subject under
consideration was not only an imperative for the reading public but also the scheme will
considerably enable the library in getting number of books for free and thereby making

more money available for the purchase of other foreign books.®’

Unfortunately, the scheme could not be materialised in the pre-independence period.
This delay caused a considerable loss of opportunity to acquire valuable publications
from different parts of the country. Nevertheless, the matter concerning the copyright
library was seriously pursued again after India’s Independence in 1947. In the
parliamentary debates Pandit Krishna Dutt Paliwal raised the question pertaining to
copyright library in (which year?):

Will the honourable member for education be pleased to state?

a) whether Government propose to establish a national copy right library in Delhi
and

b) Whether plans for the same have been formulated?

% Report of the working of the Imperial Library from 1% April 1926 to 31March

1930,Calcutta,Government of India Press,1930.p.2.

% B.S.Kesavan, National Library of India, Calcutta, National Library, 1961, p.22.

YReport of the working of the Imperial Library from 1 April 1926 to 31March 1930,Calcutta,
Government of India Press,1930.p.2.
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Maulana Abul Klam Azad, the then Education Minister replied to the above questions

a proposal for the establishment of a central library including a copy right
section at New Delhi has been included in the post war Educational
development plan for the Government of India 1947-48 and a sum of Rs.65,
000 has been provided in the next financial for preliminary expenditure in
this connection an expert committee to be set up immediately with a view to
working out the details of the scheme.*®
The outcome of the parliamentary debates did not immediately materialise even when
library was transformed into the National Library of India in 1948. It took another

decade for the government to make the National Library a copyright library.

Maulana Abul Klam Azad while visiting the National Library reiterated that ‘efforts are
now being made to make the institution a copy right library. A law will be made
entitling a library to receive copies of every matter published in India. At present it
enjoys the privileges of picking and choosing material published with West Bengal
only.”® This facility was not restricted to the citizens of Calcutta only, but was opened
to all the people of this country. Requisitions for books from distant places were also

taken care of by dispatching the request through post and other mediums.

The cherished dream of Macfarlane, Chapman, and others who wanted Imperial Library
to become a copyright library was realized only after India’s independence and after it
was transformed into National Library by the delivery of books act of 1954. The
Delivery of Books (Public Libraries) Act was passed on 21% May 1954 and was
amended on 29 December to include newspapers and periodicals.’® In 1954, Indian
Parliament passed an Act to deliver books to the National Library and other public
libraries. This Act was further amended in 1956 according to which:

the provision of the Delivery of Books (public libraries) Act 1954 enables
the National Library at Calcutta to get one copy of each of the publication
(excluding newspapers) published in India since May ,21,1954.**

The National Library was greatly enriched by this Act and it emerged as largest nation’s

reservoir of knowledge.

% Legislative Assembly Debates, official Report \Vol.4.No.1, 25March -9April
,1947,p.3052(establishment of copy right library)

% Amrita Bazar Patrika, 27January,1949,p.4.

100 p N.Kaula, The National Library of India: A Critical Study, Bombay, Somaiya Publication,1970.p.37.
101 Mukherjee,Subodh Kumar,Development of Libraries and Library Science in India, The Press
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Education for Librarianship

Calcutta Public Library had been a pioneer in many ways with respect to library system
and organisation. This pioneering endeavour was continued even when the library was
amalgamated to the Imperial Library. The legacy which the Imperial Library inherited
from the Calcutta Public Library was kept alive through various library activities. One
such significant move was opening its door to the requests for imparting training in
library to library personnel from other universities. Several requests were also received
from other section of the educated elites who demanded for providing facilities for

training in library method at the Imperial Library®®.

In fact, there were no plans and provisions in the Imperial Library’s constitution/policy
for conducting library training but as knowledge started to spread wider, it resulted in
establishing many educational institutions. This gave rise to demand of libraries and
well trained competent librarians. The Imperial library being the only library directly
administered by the Imperial government was highly regarded by everyone, and
therefore, it was expected to impart the training. Initially, the library classes were started
for those personnel who were sent on deputation to the Imperial Library. According to
R.N.Sharma, library and information science was introduced in 1903 in India because
the first evidence of any type of library training in modern India appeared in 1903 when
a library personnel from Central Hindu College,was sent to Imperial Library for in-
house training.'®® The Imperial Library under John Macfarlane organised between 1901
and 1906 an in-service training in library routine.’®* Gradually, several requests were
received from different parts of the country who wanted training in the Imperial Library.
This compelled the council to conduct library classes on regular basis. The library
training was held in the Imperial Library in 1930 following a request for receiving
training in library work by two candidates a state scholar from Hyderabad State Library
and the other, an assistant librarian of the Banaras Hindu University, who were
permitted to undergo training both in theory and practice at Imperial Library for three
months. By the end of 1930, Dr. D.C. Ganguli, M.A, PhD (London) applied for the

192 Report of the working of the Imperial Library for the period from 1% April 1931-31% March
1932,Calcutta,Government of India Press,1932,p.10.

103 Mohammad M.Aman and R.N.Sharma,Development of Library and Education Science in South Asia
with emphasis on India: Strengths, Problems and Suggestions.Journal of Library and Information
Science, Vol.46.No.1.(Winter 2005),pp.77-91

104 Mohamed Taher and Donald Gordon, Librarianship and Library Science in India: An Outline of
Historical Perspectives, New Delhi, Concept Publishing Company, 1994,p.88.
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same course and was allowed to get necessary training as a special case, despite the fact
that there was no provision for the purpose and no regular classes held to impart the
training."® Undoubtedly, that was the beginning of the librarianship training which
emerged to shape the future course of Imperial Library as a training centre.

With increasing demand from across the country for getting training in librarianship, the
Imperial Library Council held a meeting in September 1932, and expressed their desired
to open a Library Training Class in Imperial Library. A sub-committee was formed to
work out the scheme, and the matter was sent to the Government of India for its

consideration.%

After obtaining the approval from the government of India, Library
Training classes started from July 19357 under the leadership of Khan Bahadur
Asudullah. A one year course in librarianship was instituted in 1935 which continued
till 1943. Classes were held alternatively between Calcutta and Lahore.'%

Initially, there was no specific time of commencement of the course, and the syllabus
emphasised mainly in preparing catalogues, compiling bibliography, classification,
recording books issued and return. Admission to the librarianship training was a great
success, where huge number of applicants from all over the country, and from different
caste and religion applied. However, due to limited seat, the intake was restricted to 20
applicants for one term. The selection was based solely on merit. Increase for demand
for librarianship led the library authorities to revise the scheme in 1938. The Imperial
Library council, in their meeting held on 26th October 1938, considered and approved
the revised schemed for imparting training in librarianship. Some of the important
issues approved were, ‘examination should be conducted with suitable and qualified
persons not connected with teaching in the class. The fee was raised from Rs.50 to Rs.
75 for the whole session.”*® The duration of the course was for six months. Considering
a large applicant who could not get admission to the third library training class, the

library council decided to conduct another class in 1940,as against to the stipulated

105 Report of the working of the Imperial Library, Calcutta for the period 1April 1930 to 31 March 1931,
Calcutta, Government of India Press, 1932, p.9.

1%Report of the working of the Imperial Library for the period from 1April 1932-31March 1933, Calcutta,
Government of India Press,1933,p.8.
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time of 1941.*° The schools of librarianship increased rapidly in the country Post-
Independence.*'*,

However, Imperial Library was not the first library to impart library classes in the
country. The pioneer was Allanso William Borden, an American librarian engaged by
the ruler of Baroda to reorganise the library service in Baroda state. He was the first
person who started the first library class on 6 March 1911 in Baroda.™? Baroda was
soon followed by Punjab University in 1919 under the American librarian Asa
Dickinson, commissioned by the Government of India to organise and catalogue the
library of Punjab University and to introduce a course of training in library method. In
1929, the Madras Library Association, in conjunction with the University of Madras,
began a three months course in librarianship which was later developed to a one year
graduate diploma course in 1937, and became the first Indian university to offer a

comprehensive course in library science.

The reforms in education led to a rapid increased in the expansion of number of Schools
and colleges and every institution to have libraries of its own. In order to tackle the
growing demand for library, the Government took some initiatives to bring
improvement in the overall working of the library by setting up several committees and
commissions. Various education commissions also emphasised on the importance of
library in every institutions. The first education commission which suggested that every
schools and colleges should have library attached was made by W.W. Hunter, as early
as in 1882. After independence, the Kothari Commission made a remark that ‘No new
university, college, or department should be set up without taking account its library
needs in terms of staff, books, journals, space ,etc. Nothing could be more damaging to
a growing department than to neglect its library or to give it’s a low priority. On the
contrary, the library should be an important centre of attraction on the college or
university campus.’**® This recommendation is very apt for the present educational
system because of the increased focus on research in science and technology has led to

further dependence on libraries in post independence India.

1%Report of the Imperial Library for the Year 1939-1940, Government of India Press, Calcutta, 1940,
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Birth of a National Library

The most significant landmark in the history of public libraries in India was the birth of
the National Library in 1948. The chequered history of CPL was written down in the
golden book of Indian history. The humble CPL had finally found its way to become
one of the most premier libraries in the country. Curzon’s cherished dream of
establishing a ‘state library worthy of the capital of an empire’*** had finally been
realised with the transformation of Imperial Library into a National Library in 1948.**
However, the reinvigorated institution could not be opened immediately much to the
discomfort of the public, due to damages caused during the country’s independence and
the partition thereafter. It was formally opened in February 1, 1953 by Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad. The opening of the library coincided with the golden jubilee of the
National Library. While formally opening the National Library in its new home at
Belvedere, Maulana said, ‘this noble building which formerly catered for the rulers —the
land will henceforth be the resort of the even the humblest seeker of knowledge and
truth. And he hoped the Library would continue to expand and would in course of time
rival the splendid libraries of Europe and America.’***To bring National Library of
India at par with other National libraries of different countries, it was suggested that
‘today’s great mission before this Library is not only to link itself with cultured section
of the people but to forged what is called mass contact on the widest possible scale to

make its place in the National Library of the country.”**’

As a newly liberated country, the priority of the national library was to collect and
preserve past cultural heritage of the country. It should act as the nation’s reservoir of
knowledge and information, and to make the information accessible to all who are in
need. During the Post Independence era, Mahatma Gandhi had made a great observation
on the importance of the National Library. He elucidated that,

‘India’s freedom has revolutionized the world’s outlook upon peace and war
and a free India has a message of peace and good will to the growing
world’, says the father of the Nation. Let our national library service be a
reflection of this eternal message of the soul of India.**®

" Home, Public-A, 28 February 1899,No.96-D,p1.
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Focusing on the importance of the existence of a national library, Juan Osbourne
expressed that ‘national library symbolized a country’s dedication to serving its cultural
and literary heritage, while providing its citizens with a sanctuary of last resort in the
pursuit of knowledge and information. A National library is not only regarded as a
source of national pride but also as a symbol of nationhood, representing the collective

memory of the nation.”***

Conclusion

While opening the Imperial Library on 30 January 1903, Curzon wishfully said, ‘It will
be a proud and happy reflection if 1 am able to say that | found Calcutta without a
library worthy of the name and left it a first class and well organized institution.”*® The
vision/dream that Curzon had in 1903 was fulfilled after India’s independence in 1948
and transformed the Imperial Library to National Library of India.

When Curzon came to India as the Governor General in 1899, he was very disappointed
that there were no libraries where he could study about India. As an avid reader, he was
a regular visitor at British Museum, London. Therefore, upon arriving in India, he was
disheartened to find not a single reliable reference library in Calcutta. He, therefore,
decided to amalgamate the two dysfunctional libraries and create a library worthy of for
the capital. Hence, rooted on the commitment with which Curzon acted to attain his
objective, the CPL merged with the old Imperial Library in 1902, and formally opened
it to the public on 30 January 1903.

Today, the National Library of India stands tall amongst the national libraries of the
world symbolizing the cultural and educational advancement of the country. This is
indeed an unparalleled contribution of Curzon to India. Because of him, today, the
National Library of India has the maximum collections on Indian languages. Libraries
in India have also acquired renewed importance as the present society aims at attaining
accessible to knowledge a reality for everyone. As an honour to Curzon’s laudable
work, The Hindoo Patriot, one of the local dailies wrote, ‘as some measure of reward of

Lord Curzon‘s excellent organisation, it says that the least the resident of Calcutta can

19 Osborne,Joan, ‘The Educational Role of National Libraries: A case study of Trinidad and
Tobago,2004,Buerno Aires,Argentina,p.1-2
120 The Statesman, 2 February 1953, p.1.
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do is to abundantly avail themselves of the facilities offered.’*?* While some section of
the inhabitant of Calcutta were happy for the fact that finally Calcutta possessed a
library worthy of the capital of India but some sections of the people mourned at the
loss of building which was built in the perpetual memory of Lord Metcalf.

12! The Hindu Patriot, 2 February 1903, SI.NO.164, p.47.
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CHAPTER FIVE

EMERGENCE OF NATIONAL LIBRARY AND POST INDEPENDENCE
DEVELOPMENT

This chapter delves into the post-independence developments of the National Library of
India and the growth of the library through its vicissitude and the turmoil following the
country’s independence. The National Library of India is the legacy of the British which
evolved from Calcutta Public Library and amalgamated to the Imperial Library in 1903
and finally changed to National Library after independence ‘in accordance with the
provision of Imperial Library (change of name) Act 1948, the Imperial Library at
Calcutta shall now be known as the National Library.”* The National Library has been
recognized as ‘an institution of national importance and finds a special mention in
Article 62 of the Seventh Schedule of the Union List in the Constitution of India.’® A
proposal for a change of name from ‘Imperial’ to ‘National’ was initiated by the then
Education Minister, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad in the parliament to suit the temper of
the nation. According to him, ‘under the changed circumstances it was proper for the
Indian Institutions to have Indian names... for the present it was enough to change the
name into National Library.”® The National Library of India thus came into existence,
symbolizing the nation’s commitment to collecting, preserving, and disseminating of
knowledge by giving access to its entire citizen in the pursuit of knowledge and

information.

With the expansion of the library, a necessity for finding suitable location to house the
nation’s most prestigious library was felt. The Indian Education Ministry identified
Belvedere, the building which was once the resident of Viceroy and Governor General
of India situated at the suburb of Alipur to be the most suitable abode for the National

Library. While formally opening the library in its new site at Belvedere, Maulana Azad

Y|OR: L/PJ/7/14101, Office of the High commissioner for the United Kingdom, New Delhi, 22 September
1948, p.1.

2 Sahib Singh, Library and Literacy movement for National Development, Concept Publishing Company,
New Delhi,2003,p.48.

® Discussion in parliament, Bill to Rename Imperial Library, 2nd September 1948, Compiled by the
Editor in ‘The Hindu Speaks on Libraries,” Kasturi and Sons Ltd., Madras,1992.p.78.
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declared, ‘this noble building which formerly catered for the rulers —the land will
henceforth be the resort of the even the humblest seeker of knowledge and truth.”*

Administrative set up of the National Library

Most of the ‘National Libraries are parts of national governments that are directly
subordinate to ministry of education or parliamentary bodies.”® Initially, the National
Library was under the auspice of the Ministry of Education, Government of India,
administered through Governing Council consisting of eleven members nominated by
the Government of India on the advice of state governments and other educational
institutions. The Secretary to the Ministry is the ex-officio Chairman of the Council and
the Librarian is its Member-Secretary.® However, after death of Education Minister,
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Ministry of Education bifurcated into Ministry of
Education and Scientific Research and Ministry of Scientific Research and Cultural
Affairs in 1958 and the three libraries which were under the same Ministry were placed

under different Ministries.

National Library came under Ministry of Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs,
whereas Delhi Public Library and Central Secretariat Library continued to remain with
the Ministry of Education, Government of India. It was alleged that the bifurcation of
Ministry of Education hindered the growth of libraries and also the coordination
between libraries was hampered as they were placed under different Ministries.
Moreover, there was no clear demarcation of functions between these Ministries
especially on matters relating to libraries. There has been instances when a scheme of
establishing a national council for libraries and establishment of central library service
by pooling all the librarians serving with the government into one cadre had to be
suspended because it failed to decide which of the two ministries had to organise them.’
In 1963 both the Ministry of Education and Scientific Research and Ministry of
Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs were once again amalgamated to form the

Ministry of Education.? It is therefore, optimistic that the matter relating with library

* The Statesman, 2 February 1953, Delhi, p.1.

® David C.Mearns. Current Trends in National Libraries, in Maurice B.Line & Joyce Line (eds.), National
Libraries, Vol.1,ASLIB READER SERIES,Aslib,London,1979.p.9.

® B.S.Kesavan, India’s National Library, Calcutta, National Library Calcutta, 1961.p.37.

" pandith Harsukh M, Library Development: To the Editor, The Times of India ,p.6.1963.

® J.Mohanty,Education ,Educational Administration, Supervision and School Management, 2" Revised
and Enlarged Edition, Deep & Deep publications, New Delhi,2005,p.56.
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and its development would be tackled by one single officer of the rank of Educational
Advisor.?

The National Library of India Act 1976 was passed by the Parliament and enacted on
11June 1976. Under the new Act, the National Library became National Library of
India and it was given the status of an autonomous institution to be managed by a Board

1.1° The Director is the head of the institution and overall in-

and an Executive Counci
charge of the Library with two professional Librarians under him. On the technical side,
the Librarian and the Director are assisted by the Deputy Librarians, and on

administrative matters, they are assisted by two Administrative Officers.'!
Council of the National Library

After the merger of Imperial Library into National Library, the Governing Council was
reconstituted in 1954 and the number of members was increased from 9 to 12 to make
the council broad-based by including representatives of the Central Universities and

eminent persons interested in library administration.'” The Council consisted of:

Educational Advisor to the Government of India (Ex-officio) Chairman, Prof. Humayun
Kabir; Two Members nominated by the Government of West Bengal, One Member

nominated by the University of Calcutta,
Prof. J.P. Niyogi, President, Council of Post Graduate Teaching in Arts;

One Member nominated by the Central University by rotation, Prof. V.V. Nalikar, Prof.
and Head of the Department of Mathematics, Banaras Hindu University;

Six members nominated by the Government of India, Dr.P.M.Joshi, Director, Archives,
Government of Bombay, Vacant, Dr. Mohm Rahattulah Khan, Curator, Asafiyah, State
Library, Hyderabad, Sr.G.P. Agarwal, Chief Librarian, Social Education Directorate,
Dr.V.L. Manjunath,Vice Chancellor, University of Mysore, Dr. M.N. Saha, F.R.S, MP;
Librarian National Library, Calcutta, Secretary-Shri B.S. Kesavan.™

%pandith Harsukh M, Library Development: To the Editor, The Times of India,1963.p.6.

10 R.K.Bhatt, History and Development of Libraries in India, Delhi,Mittal Publications,1995.p.97.

1 Uma Mazumder, India’s National Library: Systematization and Modernization, Calcutta, National
Library, 1987, p.33.

12 National Library, Annual Report for the year for the year 1951-1954,Calcutta,printed by the
Government of India Press,India,1956,p.23.

National Library,Calcutta,Annual Report for the year 1951-1954,Calcutta,printed by the Government of
India Press,India,1956,p.23.
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The Government of India once again reconstituted the Council of the National Library

for the period of three years w.e.f., 2 July 1956;

Chairman: Educational Advisor to the Government of India (Ex-officio),
Secretary: Librarian, National Library, Calcutta (Ex-officio),

Two Members nominated by the Government of West Bengal

One Member nominated by the University of Calcutta

One Member nominated by the Central University by rotation

Six members nominated by the Government of India

The first meeting of the newly reconstituted Governing Council was held on 15 October
1956.*

Working Days of the National Library

With the development of National Library, working days of the library were also
extended. In the pre-independence era, the library was opened only for 250 days in a
year.!® But after shifting in to Belvedere, the working hours in both the Reading and
Lending Sections was also extended and was kept open for 362 days in a year. From 16
August 1954, the Library, remained open on Sundays and Holidays, excepting three
National Holidays, i.e., Independence Day, Gandhi Jayanti, and Republic Day. The
revised time working Hour of the Reading Room and Lending Section henceforth, be

as;
Reading Room - 9 A.M -8 P.M Weekdays
10 A.M- 5P.M Sundays
Lending Sections-10 A.M-5 P.M Weekdays
10 A.M-1:30 P.M Sundays

And other Gazetted Holidays.*

4 National Library,Calcutta,Annual Report for the year 1956-1958,Calcutta,printed by the Government of
India Press,India,1959,p.7.

15 B.S.Kesavan,India’s National Library , Calcutta ,National Library Calcutta, 1961.p.36.

16 National Library,Calcutta,Annual Report for the year 1951-1954,Calcutta,printed by the Government of
India Press,India,1956,p.21.
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The National Library strictly maintains this working hours till today.

Belvedere: Home of the National Library

The Library had been languishing for a long time to accommodate the overgrown
accumulations of its collections. The National Library of India during the first 50 years
of its existence has changed its location several times before permanently settling down
in the present site. From its initial home in Grand Street when it was known as Calcutta
Public Library, it was moved to the historic Metcalf Hall in Hare Street, and then to the
Supply Secretariat Building in Esplanade. During World War I, it was shifted to
Jabakusum House in Chittrajan Avenue. After a short period, it was relocated to the
Esplanade Building, and finally after it was revamped into the National Library of India
it was shifted to Belvedere in 1948.1" While shifting into Metcalf hall, Curzon had
envisaged that the present building would soon become too small for future
accommodation, and suggested that ‘if the experiment were a great success that larger
premises were required, we could always in a later date revive the idea of a habitat in
Chowringhee.”*® Not long after he left India, the problem of space had become one of

major issue of the Imperial Library. Macfarlane, the librarian had said,

If no means of relief can be devised it will be necessary for the council to ask the
Government of India to consider at once the question of a large increase of
accommodation. This may be secured either by rebuilding on the site of Metcalf Hall, or
(2) providing an annexe in the neighbourhood.*

Relocation of the library was required not only because it had overgrown its space at
Metcalf Hall but also because of the uncongenial surroundings which was not
conducive for a library. The location was not ideal for students, as it was situated in a
noisy part of Calcutta with tram lines on both sides of the road and sheds beyond in
which a great deal of cargo is handled.”® Like Macfarlane, the first Imperial Librarian,
Chapman had also pointed out that ‘the smoke coming from the Howrah factories and

the steam boats on the Ganges caused the deterioration of the paper of the books.”?! If

7 1bid.

'8 Curzon paper, Roll -1, Correspondence with secy. Of state,14 March 1899,N0.73.p.52

19 Annual Report of the Imperial Library, No.134, Calcutta, 18 February 1905, p.1.

20 K .N.Dhar, Calcutta Review 1920.p.80.

?IN.B Sen, Progress of Libraries in Free India, New Delhi, New Book Society of India, 1967, p.170.
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immediate attention was not given to move the library to a congenial environment, all
priceless treasures that the library claimed to posses such as the oldest newspapers in
India, which date back to 1792 and were kept in humid dungeons, and lakhs of other

books which were on the floor for want of staking facilities would be utterly ruined.??

The opportunity to remove the library far from such disturbing environment came by
when the capital of India was shifted to Delhi from Calcutta in 1911. The Government
buildings vacated on account of the transfer of the number of offices presented itself as
providence for the purpose of accommodating the library. Taking the opportunity, the
council approached the Government of India to assign a portion for the said purpose.
The request made to the Government yielded only in 1923 and the library was allotted a
portion of the foreign and military building at Esplanade.? To supervise the shifting of
the library Mr. K.M. Asadullah, who was the Librarian of the Library of Home
Department of the Government of India was deputed. He later became the librarian of
the Imperial Library. However, the re-accommodation did not resolve the dilemma of
the library space, which was ever growing and also, much like the previous location
there was little scope for its expansion. But as fate would have it, the outbreak of the
Second Wold War compelled the library to take refuge in Jabakusum House at 34,

Chittaranjan Avenue, in February, 1942.%

Unlike in the past, search for the suitable location for the National library did not take
long. While searching suitable location for the National library, the Belvidere at Alipore
was mooted as its abode. The search ended with India’s independence when the then
Governor General, C. Rajagopalachari suggested that the erstwhile home of Lieutenant
Governors and Viceroys, the Belvedere, should be the future home of the National
library. The proposal found favourable with the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
who stated, ‘I do not want Belvedere for the mere purpose of stacking books. We want
to convert it into a fine central library where large number of research student can work

and where all the amenities which a modern library gives.

The place must not be judged like the present Imperial library. It is not merely a

question of accommodation, but of something much more.””® The decision regarding the

22 Amrita Bazaar Patrika, 27 January 1949, p.4.

2 B.S.Kesavan,India’s National Library , Calcutta ,National Library Calcutta, 1961.p.18.
* Ibid.p.19.

% 1bid.29.
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shifting to Belvedere was reported in the local newspaper Amrita Bazar Patrika in 1947,
‘the magnificent palace of the Imperial viceroy’s at Belvedere, will from, May next;
enter upon its new life dedicated to the Indian people. The National Library, the biggest
in the country has already started shifting there and four months hence, these priceless
collection of books, treasures, hopes to be freed from its present 29,000 square ft. of

cramming space and to be settled in the rich comfort that has long been its due.’%

Finally, the National Library, at Belvedere, was opened to the public on 1 February
1953, by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the Education Minister, Government of India.?’
The opening of National Library coincided with the completion of its 50" years of
existence, which was celebrated in presence of eminent Librarians, scholars, and leading
residents of Calcutta. Distinguished H.C. Mookerjee, the then Governor of West
Bengal, presided the function and Dr. B.C. Roy, Chief Minister of the state, graced the
occasion by his presence. The Jubilee was celebrated to commemorate the beginning of
state management of the library.?® With effect from the 1% July, 1953 the control of the
Belvedere estate was transferred to the Ministry of Education by the Ministry of work,

Housing and Supply.?®

Protest against the Proposal of shifting the Imperial Library from Calcutta to
Delhi

There were intense anxiety and opposition to the proposal that the Imperial Library be
moved to Delhi. This proposal was made following the shifting of national capital from
Calcutta to Delhi in 1911. Seth Govind Dass, one of the legislative members, felt that it
should be moved to Delhi; ‘when the Headquarters of the Central Government are in
Delhi the Library of the capital which at present in Calcutta should also be transferred to
Delhi.”* Majority of people of Calcutta reacted strongly to this statement that a library
in Delhi will no doubt add to its pompous dignity, but it should be borne in mind that
the library has other uses than being just a mere show.*

% Amrita Bazar Patrika, 27 January 1949, p.4.

%" The Statesman, 2 February 1953, Delhi,p.1.

%8 National Library, India, Annual Reports for 1951-54, Calcutta, Government of India Press,1958,p.11.
2% National Library, India, Annual Reports for 1954-56,Calcutta, Government of India Press,1958,p.23.
%0 |_egislative Assembly Debate official Report, Vol.4, No.1, 25 March -9 April 1947, p.2411.

31 Reports on Native English Newspapers and Periodicals for a period of January—December 1925,
Sl.no.44, p.235.
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Therefore, the inhabitants of Calcutta vehemently reacted against the proposal of
shifting. Chapman, the former Imperial Librarian, also encouraged people to prevent
this move. He said, ‘what made our library an Imperial from 1903 to 1911 was not its
being in Calcutta, but it’s serving all India. It serves all India by sending its book all
over India.”** Same sentiment was also expressed by Ebrahim Khan, Principal, Gedat
College, when he commented ‘recent move for transferring of the Imperial Library from
Calcutta to Delhi is disconcerting to all lovers of learning in Bengal...I appeal to all
educational institutions of Bengal and to all lovers of culture to enter emphatic protest
against the proposed transfer of the Imperial Library from Calcutta.”>® However,
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Education Minister, remained unfazed by such a protest
and said that there were equally strong public feelings for it in other parts of India.*
The transferring of the National Library has been a contentious issue since the shifting
of the national capital in 1911 because most of the National Libraries in other countries

are located in the capital city of the country.

But the Government of India had to finally give in to the public demand for the
withdrawal of the said proposal. A due consideration was also given for the fact that the
maximum collection of the library was enriched by donations received from many
private libraries on the condition that it should remain in Calcutta. One such instance
was found in a letter written to the library while donating the collection of Sir Asutosh
Mukhopadhyay, that in case if the library shifts outside Calcutta, the Asutosh collection
should be offered to Calcutta University and if they refused, to the Government of

Bengal. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad convinced them;

| can assure you that at present the Government of India has no intention to
remove the National Library from Calcutta and 1 am personally of the
opinion that there is no likelihood of such a contingency arising. The
government of India have a separate proposal for establishing a Central
Library in Delhi and intend that the National Library should continue in
Calcutta where it is being utilise to such a good purpose by so large a
number of students and scholars.*

%2 J.A.Chapman,The Imperial Library: Past and Future,22 March1922.Calcutta Review,p.454.
%3 Ebrahim Khan, The Star of India, 21 April 1947.p.1.

% Legislative Assembly Debate official Report, Vol.4, No.1, 25 March -9 April 1947, p.2410.
% B.S.Kesavan, India’s National Library, Calcutta, National Library Calcutta, 1961.p.32.
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Functions and Role of National Library

The concept of National Library is remarkably recent and new to many of the
developing countries. The idea of ‘national’ seems to stem from the search for national
identity after achieving political independence. The newly liberated countries after
gaining independence started working for the preservation of veritable national treasures
such as recorded materials like manuscripts or printed books including maps, serials and
microforms. The national library thus evolved like the national museum and the national
archives, developed into a mausoleum of the cultural heritage, which served as a means
of propagating the past cultural heritage came to hold the position of prestige.*
According to Mearns, their prestige is measurable primarily in terms of the eminence of
their staffs, the amount of their annual appropriations, the dimensions of their
endowment, and the quality of the gifts they attract.*” But there was no clear
understanding on why national library came about. Pierre Bourgeouis, director of the
Bibliotheque National Suisse wrote, ‘we still do not know what a national library really
IS, nor can we name with certainty the qualities a library must possess or the functions it
must fulfil in order to be rightly called “national.’®® However, according to Kaula, the
concept of national library grew out of the fear of material becoming scarce and
unavailable in the future by procuring all printed material published in the country and
preserve it for future reference, and also, national library should have sources not
available anywhere else in the country.®® A similar statement was also expounded by
David C. Mearns that ‘national libraries were recognised as the natural conservatories of
the records of their peoples’ genius however expressed, whether in print, or in
manuscript...as preservators of the national literature, national libraries were designated
as legal depositories and office of record for the product of national press.”*

The function of the national library as preserver of the national cultural heritage and

reservoir of the national productions were the most commendable functions of the

% paul, Xuereb,National Libraries in Developing countries in Maurice Band Joyce line’s (eds.) National
Libraries ,ASLIB Reader Series, ASBLIB, London 1979.p.100.

¥ David C.Mearns, National Libraries in Developing countries in Ibid.p.10.

% As quoted by Godfrey Burton, ‘National Libraries: An Analysis,” in Ibid,p.87.

%P, N. Kaula, the National Library of India: A Critical Study, Bombay, Somaiya Publications
Pvt.Ltd.1970.p.19.

“ David C. Mearns, Current Trends in National Libraries, in Maurice Lines and Joyce Lines
(eds.),National Libraries,vol.1,ASLIB,London,p.10.
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national library. The significant of a national library has been so aptly described by

David Mearns when he said that the national library at its best is a ‘libraries’ 1ibrary.41

The functions of national libraries vary from country to country. Some national libraries
function as public libraries, which is a prominent feature of developing countries. This
IS because most of the national libraries evolved from the old public libraries, like the
National Library of India which has its root in the Calcutta Public Library. Other came
to being as a result of the dedication to public use of great public collections and many
have developed into a contemporary stature through a gradual extension of their
privileges and facilities to an ever —enlarging patronage.*” National libraries are by
virtue of its position is linked with allother libraries in the country. In India, national

library is placed at the apex in the national library system.*?

To understand the functions of a national library, it is imperative to know what the
features of a national library. Some distinctive features of a national library are: it is an
institute of national importance, its obligation is to collect, preserve, and conserve the
total national output, it should disseminate knowledge at a national level. It should
guide other libraries in the country in matters of planning, technique, organization and it
should make rare out of print works and manuscripts available to various libraries in
reproduced forms.** Corresponding to its features and to work in conformity with its
purpose, some of the basic functions of a national library defined in the UNESCO
General Conference at its 16th session in 1970 are given as, libraries which irrespective
of their title, are responsible for acquiring and conserving copies of all significant
publications published in the country and functioning as a 'deposit’ library, either by law
or under other arrangements may be called national libraries. They will also normally
perform some of the functions like; production of national bibliography, collection and
conservation of a large and representative collection of foreign literature including
books about the country; acting as a national bibliographical information centre;

compiling union catalogues and publishing the retrospective national bibliography etc.

“pid., p.12.

*2 Ibid., p.9.

*® The Times of India, ‘Calcutta Library at Apex,” 17 May 1988, p.17.

*p N.Kaula, The National Library of India: A critical Study,Bombay,Somaiya publication Pvt.
Ltd.,1970,p.23.
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Libraries which may be called 'national’ but whose functions do not correspond to the

above definition should not be placed in 'national libraries' category.*

Though the concept of a national library may be of recent origin in India, the library had
been carrying out the fundamental functions of a national library from its inception.
Lord Curzon while amalgamating the Calcutta Public Library and Imperial Library had
almost defined the function of a national library when he said, ‘it should be a library of
reference, a working place for students and a repository of material for the future
historians of India, in which so far as possible, every book written about India at any

. 4
time can be seen and read.”*®

While national libraries of western countries had long been in existence, most of the
new nations in Asia, Africa, and the Pacific Area have established national libraries
only after they achieved their independence.*’ In the case of India, National Library
was accorded the ‘National’ status after India’s independence in 1948 by an Act of
Central Legislature®® and renamed as National Library of India. As a result the growth
and development of India’s National Library was very slow and far lagging behind
other national libraries. The developmental work was further delayed due to conflicting
priorities and economic instability following country’s partition. The turmoil aftermath
partition greatly affected the working of the library as some of the library personnel had
opted for Pakistan. Therefore, reorganisation and rearrangement of the library could be
carried out only after the library was shifted to Belvedere much to the discomfort of the

public.
National Repository of Knowledge

All national libraries are designated as legal depositories of a country. In 1953, ‘the
Government of India issued a circular to all state Government (excepting Jammu and
Kashmir) directing to demand from all printers that one extra copy of each book printed

or lithographed in India be delivered to this library. This year is thus memorable for the

SUma Mazumder, India’s National Library: Systematization and Modernization,1987,National
Library,Calcutta,pp.2-3.

“*®Education, Home Department-Public, Government of India, No.267, 1900, p.1.

4"Uma Mazumder, India’s National Library: Systematization and Modernization, 1987 ,National
Library,Calcutta,p.2.

*8 p.N.Kaula, The National Library of India: A Critical Study, Bombay, Somaiya Publication Pvt. Ltd.,
1970, p.21.
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library; hereafter it will be repository of a copy of every book printed in India.”* By this
direction, every book publishers in the country deposits one copy of its publication in
the National Library. The Delivery of Books (public libraries) Act was passed on 21
May 1954 which replaced the Press and Registration Books Act 1867. Under the
provision Delivery of Books (public libraries) Act 1954, the publishers were directly
responsible for delivering books and periodicals within a month of their publications.
This Acts also extended to include Government publications.”® The 1954 Act was later
amended in 1956 to include Newspapers and Periodicals, which saw a sharp increase of
books and periodicals being received. Besides this, National Libraries as a conserver of
records of the country also in possesses of early printed materials which enriched
National Library to a great extent.”* Since, the National Library has the privilege of
legal deposit and maintains the national union catalogue, no other library or institution
in the country has comparable sources of information, and also the specialist knowledge
of a large expert staff backed by the finest library resources in the country. National
library is essentially considered as the best suited for servicing of the bibliographical
centre.®> Therefore, considering the advantages the National Library has over other
libraries, the National Library is considered best qualified for the production of national

bibliography.

The publication of national bibliography was one of the important functions of a
national library. As a legal depot, it is the duty of the National Library to compile the
national production immediately after receiving either by itself or to house the
organization responsible for compiling the bibliography.>® To undertake the
bibliographical work, the Bibliography and Reference division of National Library of
India came into existence in 1950 at the National Library, Calcutta.>* Though this
division was responsible for compiling Indian National Bibliography, it works under the
guidance of the National Library of India. The Librarian had to oversee the planning,
editing, and publishing the Bibliography. Since its inception, the bibliography division

has been engaged in compiling comprehensive as well as short bibliographies on

;‘3 National Library of India: Annual Report 1951-1954, Government of India press, Calcutta, 1956. p. 20.
Ibid. p.1.

> Maurice B Line and Joyce Line (eds.), National Libraries,London,ASLIB.,1979,p.31

>2 University Grants Committee Report on Libraries, London, Her Majesty’s Stationary Office,1967,p.84

53 K.W.Humphreys,National Library Functions, in Maurice B Line and Joyce Line (eds.), National
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different subjects.®® To investigate the problems that would be confronting the
compilers of national bibliography and to advice the Government of India on the scope,
lay out, and other technical details, the Ministry of Education of the Government of
India appointed an expert committee in 1955. The members of this committee consisted
of B.S. Kesavan, Librarian, National Library, Calcutta (Chairman), D.N. Marshall,
Librarian, Bombay University Library, S. Saith Librarian, Ministry of External affairs,
New Delhi, M. N. Ketkar, Librarian Central Secretariat Library, New Delhi, Y. M.
Mulay, Deputy Librarian, National Library, Calcutta, B. Sengupta, C.R. Benerjee, and
Dr. A. K. Ohdedar of the National Library, Calcutta. Following the recommendation of
this committee, two experimental fascicules of Indian national bibliography were
published in 1957.°° Laudable achievements made in bibliographical work became a
national pride. Following the creation of Bibliography Unit, the first Indian National
Bibliography was issued in 1958 from Calcutta, comprising of books received in the
National Library and its cumulative Indian Language components issued separately, are
tools of great value to libraries in India.>” This may be considered as the first systematic

effort, on government level toward the bibliographical organisation and control. *®

The bibliographical activities of the National Library have various aspects as
depository of country’s publication under the law. Its first responsibility is to compile
current publications. The National Library also compiled retrospective bibliography,
subject bibliography, union catalogue, bibliographical service to readers, contribution to
international bibliographical project etc.>®

With the creation of Indian Bibliography Unit, National Library of India also
established exchange relations with other countries. The publications received in
exchange of Indian National Bibliography from various institutions were looked after
by the National Library following a pending establishment of a separate book exchange

unit. Another important task performed by this unit is extending bibliographic services

> hid.

*® Consolidated Reports for the years 1955-56 to 1964-65.Central Reference Library, Calcutta,.p.2-3.
*Chakravarty,N.C, Library Movement in India: An Introductory Essay, Hindustan Publishing
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Delhi,p.77.

%9 B.S.Kesavan, Bibliographical activities of National library, UNESCO Regional seminar on the
Development of National Libraries in the Asia and the Pacific Area,Manila,3-15 February1964,p.2.
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to varied clientele.®® However, compilation of a current national bibliography is only
possible when the library enjoys the privilege of legal deposit. Due to the limitation of
legal deposits, it has become an impediment for the Indian National Bibliography in
compiling the current national bibliography. The compilation of national bibliography is
further complicated by the fact that it has to compile the lists of books in fourteen
different Indian languages. This problem regarding the language bibliographies was
resolved as the Central Reference Library decided to produce the language
bibliographies along with the roman version.®! In the absence of trade list, the current
national bibliography is a tool only for librarian and readers information seeking about
books. Nonetheless, this bibliography has inestimable value for the future generations of
scholars.®? Through the bibliography it came to light that in 1948 the National Library
of India had in its collection less than 500 volumes of books in most of the important
languages in the country, though printing was introduced in India about two centuries
earlier. One of the reasons is that the entire books published in India during those years
were sent to London for preservation in British Museum Library and India Office
Library by the British rulers.

Preparation and Printing of Catalogue

The preparation and printing of catalogue had been one of the earliest endeavours of the
Calcutta Public Library. The present cataloguing system of the National Library has its
origin in the Calcutta Public Library. The first attempt ‘to print catalogue of a library in
India with systematic arrangement was the Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library
published in 1855.”% The necessity for preparation of catalogue was felt even before the
library was opened to the public, when books were transferred from the Fort William
College Library to be the foundation of the library to start upon, had to be listed down
and make entry as per the accompanying lists of books delivered. At the same time, it
also required of the library was also required to list down the books in their possession
so that duplication of books could be avoided while selecting books for the library,
which would greatly reduced the burden on the library’s fund and space. It was also
thought of that Catalogues might also be useful for easy reference.

% Dasgupta,Kalpana and Kalyani Maitra, the National Library and Public Libraries in India, National
Library, Calcutta,1986,p.9.

®1Asin Das Gupta, The Indian National Library, in Maurice B Line and Joyce Line (eds.) National
Libraries, Vol.2.series-6(eds.) by London, ASLIB, 1987.p.185.

%2 Ibid. p.2.

8 pandey S.K.Sharma, Public Libraries in India, Ess Ess Publications,New Delhi,1985,p.257.
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Therefore, Preparing and compilation of catalogue was made mandatory by the Curators
of the Calcutta Public Library in order to present its holding to the readers and
subscribers. Preparation of catalogue was not considered convenient for the readers
alone for easy perusal, but it was necessary to do so since it was laid down as a rule of
the library. Rule number 12 of the library required that ‘all works received by the library
should be entered in the library catalogue, and the titles should be conspicuously
notified in the public library room for the circulation of books among proprietors and
subscribers.”® However, preparation and printing of new catalogue involved heavy
expenditure and the library with its limited funds at their disposal was not prepared for
frequent updates. This compelled the curators of the library to actually try to prepare a
catalogue of all the works in the library.®® The merit of having a printed catalogue
outweighed the framing of rules for collecting books in the meeting of the proprietors
and subscribers held on 8 March 1836 in the library room. Curators were of the opinion

that printing catalogue should be given first priority;

they have thought it more useful to the institution to prepare a catalogue

raisonne of all the works at present comprised in the library, by reference to

the different departments of which the deficiencies of the collection can

accurately be known, the Curators having undertaken to prepare useful work

in those department of knowledge with which they have respectively some

acquaintance from those list compared with the present catalogue when

printed, a general list may easily be made by reference to which advantage

may be taken of all opportunities for acquiring books.®®
Hence, it was announced by the curators that catalogue raisonne of all the works in the
library had been prepared for printing and it was completed and ready before the
opening of library. To make sure that all necessary arrangements were made before the
opening of the library, W.P. Grant and Dr. Marshman instructed ‘that the catalogue
prepared by Curators be printed forthwith,”®” and this printed catalogues according to
Rules of the CPL (Rule No.20 of Circulation), should ‘be sold to the proprietors,

subscribers and others at the price of one rupee per copy.’68

% Report of the Calcutta public Library for 1847 & 1848, Appendix-B printed by Sanders, Cones & Co.,
1848, p. VI.

% Ibid.

% Calcutta Monthly Journal, Vol.2, March 1836, p.99.

67 Calcutta Monthly Journal ,March 1836, p. 100.

68 Calcutta Monthly Journal, March 1836, p. 101.
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A consolidated catalogue of the books acquired in1835 to 1845 was issued in 1846 with
a short history of the library and it was reviewed in the same year by the Calcutta
Review, Vol. VI, July-December, 1846, in the Miscellaneous Notices. According to the
review, ‘the incorporation of a portion of the library of Fort William College renders the
Public library of Calcutta very much superior to most similar institutions.”®® At the same
time this publication also garnered criticism from the reviewer for the defects in the
catalogue who demanded, ‘for its Curators to issue a new and improved edition of the
Catalogue.”” To bring improvement in the catalogue, the library turned to persons who
had knowledge of cataloguing. J.E.D. Bethune turned emerged as the person who was
acquainted for the preparation of catalogue. Bethune suggested adopting the press
marking system in the catalogue, which meant a reference to the place of book in the
library, and consisted of two numbers and a letter. The library was further advised to
adopt the rule as practiced in the great libraries of Paris and London that a catalogue
should lay on the table and anyone wishing for a particular work should enter his name
annexed on a slip of paper, which should also be laid on the table for this purpose.”
These suggestions were incorporated in the new catalogue ‘that a complete classified
catalogue is nearly ready for the purpose of being referred to in the library and it will be
of use to those who have had stitched with their catalogue the monthly list of books.
When the new arrangement of books was completed the catalogue in question will be
pressed marked and printed.”"?

The catalogue that was brought forward by the Calcutta Public Library generated a
number of complaints. Primary complaint was that books available in the library were
not entered in the catalogue which rendered imperfect in the event for steady
supervision by one of the governing body. A number of suggestions were given by the
concerned individuals and institutions, who all agreed to the fact that the catalogue
needed improvement. The problems were highlighted in the library’s report of 1888; ‘it
is a matter of deep regret that the library does not possess a complete printed catalogue

of all the books it contains.””® The curators expressing their regrets for the defects,

% p_T. Nair, Origin of the National Library of India: Days of the Calcutta public library, National Library
of India, Belvedere, Kolkata, 2004, p. 90.

" 1bid.

" Report of the Calcutta public Library for 1847 & 1848, Appendix-B, printed by sanders, Cones & Co.,
Calcutta, 1848, Appendix-E, p. xxii-xxiii

"2 Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1850, Sanders, Cones & Co., Calcutta, p. 20

" Report of the Calcutta public Library for 1888, P.S.D. Rozario & Co., Calcutta, 1889, p. 7.
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stated that ‘separate establishment under a competent librarian is needed for the proper
cataloguing of the books, which, in consequence of the books not being in all cases

properly classified.””

The defect in the library caused due to improper catalogue was soon done away with,
and ‘an improved system of cataloguing was on the suggestion of Beveridge adopted
with the sanctioned of the book committee. A general list of books alphabetically
arranged according to author’s name with copious detail cross references under the
subject heading, making what is known as Dictionary catalogue is under preparation.””
The Curators of the library took into consideration the imperfections in their catalogue
system and endeavoured to better it with the preparation of a dictionary catalogue. The
preparation of the catalogue was a tedious and lengthy process which involved a heavy
expenditure. Hence, it was decided by the Curators of the Calcutta Public Library that
this expenditure would be charged as extraordinary expenses along with other costs of
the establishment. Rogers Committee, which was formed by the library to investigate
the causes for the decline of the library, criticised the lack of up-to-date catalogue in the
library and continued to point out that none of the proprietors and subscribers possessed
a complete catalogue. In the absence of such a catalogue it was hopeless to expect any
accession of subscribers from among residents in the mofussil, notwithstanding the

facilities afforded then by the railway for drawing supply of books from the library.”

A complete catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library comprising 640 pages with an
appendix which runs to 56 pages was printed in 1855 by Sanders, Cones & Co.,
Cossitallah, Calcutta. The appendix contained the catalogue of the vernacular literature
committee’s library compiled by J. Long. The catalogues printed in 1855, 1894 and
1898 are preserved in the National Library of India, Kolkata. The extant catalogues are
a useful source of information for the present library. It gives us the idea of what kinds
of books CPL purchased, what cataloguing methods and techniques were followed,
what improvements were incorporated later on etc. They contained works that were

classified on the basis of discipline: Theology, Philosophy, Jurisprudence, History,

ST
Ibid.
"> Report of the Calcutta public library for 1891 to 1892, printed by P.S. D’rozario & Co., Calcutta, 1892,

p. 2.
"®Finances of the Calcutta Public Library, Report of the Sub-Committee Appointed on the 10 February,
1873, Office of Superintendent of Government Printing, Calcutta, 1873, p. 24.
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Biography and Memoirs. Antiquities, Sub-division of Antiquities, Heraldry and
Genealogy, Topography, Mythology, East Indies including China, Voyages and
Travels, Mathematics, Pure and Mixed, Sub-division of Mathematics, Astronomy,
Physics and under physics there was natural and experimental physics, Philosophy,
Mechanics, Hydrodynamics, Acoustic, Optics, Electricity and Galvanism, Light and
Heat, Metrology, Practical Science, Natural History, Medicine, Fine Arts-sub-division,
Painting, Architecture, sculpture, Music, Poetry and Drama, Prose work of Grammar,
Philosophy, Sub-division, Grammar, Belles, Letters and Criticism. Miscellaneous-
Literature, Cyclopaedia Works, Bibliography and Printing, Periodical, Greek and Latin,
French Work, Italian Work, Spanish and Portuguese Work, Northern Literature, Hebrew
and Oriental Work, Subdivision, Hebrew, Sanskrit, Bengali, Arabic, Persian and
Hindustani, Hindi, Marhatta and Guzrattee, Telegoo, Ceylons, Burmese, Punjabi and

other languages.’’

The first catalogue was revised due to certain inadequacies and was published by the
Calcutta Public Library in January1894 (published and printed by Sanyal & Co., Bharat
Mihir Press in Calcutta). There was a major change in the catalogue as it followed the
dictionary system and thereby all entries followed the alphabetical order and were
arranged by author’s name as well as title entries. Another interesting change and
improvement was that the year of publication of the book was given against the book
although the place of publication was not printed. The most elaborate catalogue of the
Calcutta Public Library was the one published in 1898 with a supplement that was
revised up to December 1898, printed by Sanyal & Co., Bharat Mihir Press, Calcutta. It

followed both author as well as subject entries alphabetically.

A comprehensive and upgraded version of catalogue was printed in the Imperial library
under the direct supervision of Lord Curzon. The Imperial Library borrowed rules for
compiling the catalogues of printed books, maps, etc for the Imperial Library from three
libraries models; ‘anyone who compares them will at once see how much these rules
owe to those issued by the Trustee of the British Museum, to the ‘staff-calendar’ of the

Bodleian library, to those drawn up by the late Henry Bradshaw for the Cambridge

" Catalogue of the Calcutta Public Library 1855 , Sanders, Cones & Co., Cossitallah, Calcutta.
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university.”’® The Imperial Library also published elaborate printed catalogue for
vernacular language, subject index of the books in the author-catalogue which consisted
books in European languages available in the library. A separate catalogue was also
printed for maps and plans besides general and subject index catalogues. Some of these
printed catalogues were for free distribution for the smaller libraries and some were sold

to different people and agencies at minimal price.

When this library was accorded ‘National’ status, in 1948, the responsibility for
compiling national catalogue became one of its fundamental responsibilities. As a
bibliographical centre, preparing and compiling union catalogue for the books, maps,
periodical work received are adequately described here. From these sources, catalogues
are printed for its holdings and made available in libraries throughout the country as an
invaluable aid to scholars.” So far National Library has published about 50 catalogues.
A milestone achievement by the library was the project of Bibliography of Indology in
56 volumes after the acceptance by the Reviewing Committee recommendation. Some

of the volumes have been published and the work is now in progress.
Library Acquisition

The essence of a library lies in the comprehensiveness of its collection. The entire
purpose of a library becomes futile if the collections of the library do not cater to the
needs of the society it serves. For a national library, the responsibility is even broader
because the intellectual needs of the country as well as demand from other countries
have to be obtained and supplied. Therefore, the main responsibility of the national
library is to acquire and conserve the whole of nation’s production of printed material,®
in all regional languages as well as foreign languages. National library is considered to
be a repository centre of the country; it is expected to acquire as many publications as
possible which are published in different countries. The main objective of the policy of
a national library is to enrich its collection. Originally the idea of comprehensive
collection was conceived by Anthony Panizzi, an Italian born Librarian working for the

British Museum Library who desired that, ‘the British Museum Library should have the

"8 The Imperial library, Rules for compiling the catalogues of printed books,Maps,etc, Calcutta,
superintendent government printing,India,1913.n.p.

" K.W.Humphreys ,National Library Functions,in Maurice B Line and Joyce Line (eds.), National
Libraries,ASLIB,London,1979.p70.

8 As quoted by K.W .Humphreys, the Role of the National Library: A preliminary statement in
Ibid,p.57
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best collection of English literature of all other countries outside of each of these
countries’®® later on, this idea was incorporated as one of the fundamental objectives of
a national library. However, to define the basic functions of national library is difficult
and has been widely debated in national library conferences held by UNESCO® and it
still remains to arrive at a conclusive definition. The problem is because of the diverse
origin of national libraries due to which a general functions and role cannot be defined.
An attempt was made to adopt commonly applicable functions for the national library in
areas such as, Acquisition, Bibliography, Cataloguing, and Protection and Conservation.
Acquisition is one that is considered as one of the most important fundamental functions
of a national library. Though Acquisition policies may differ from country to country,

but the collection of printed books and usually of manuscript is common to most.®

In India, the National Library’s collection has been greatly enriched by the enactment of
the Delivery of Books Act (public library acts 1954) 1954 by the Government which
declares that, ‘the provision of the Delivery of Books (public libraries) Act 1954
enables the National Library at Calcutta to get one copy of each of the publication

(excluding newspapers) published in India since 21May1954.”%

In the beginning, when Calcutta public library was established in 1835, it started with
only 6,500 books donated by members and some books transferred from the Fort
William College Library. Today, through the Delivery of Books Act, there has been
ceaseless influx of books everyday in the National Library, which comprises of all the
major Indian languages as well as English and other languages.®® This was the vision
Lord Curzon had while amalgamating the Calcutta Public library into Imperial library.
Said he had mentioned that:

My desire is to collect there every book that has been in an intelligible
tongue about this continent, so that material not merely for casual reference,
but for the publications and compilations of the historian of the future, may
be there available.®

81 As quoted by Uma Mazumder in India’s National Library: systematization and Modernization,
National Library Calcutta, 1987, p.2.

82 Godfrey Burston, National Libraries: An Analysis, in Maurice B.Line and Joyce Line (eds.), National
Libraries Aslib Reader Series,Vol.1.Aslib.London,1979,p.87.

8 K.W.Humphreys ,National Library Functions,in Ibid, p.65.

#Mukherjee,Subodh Kumar,Development of libraries and library science in India, The press
limited,Calcutta,1969,p.79.

8 p B.Mangla,Getting to Know :the National Library of India, The Times of India, 3 December 1967,p.7.
8| mperial Library Indenture Validation Bill, Home Department Public-B,No0.384.April 1902,p.2.
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Before the Delivery of Book Acts, it was through a sheer vice regal fiat that made it
possible for the management of the library to secure every official publication from all
over the country. The result is that, at present, the library has the richest collection of
original publications on the British era of Indian History. Under the provision of the
Press and Registration Acts, a collection of the great literatures of Bengal were collected

and added to the library year by year.?’

The active participation of the Government after country’s independence in the
development of the National Library gave momentous rise to its significance. On
commemorating the fiftieth year of its existence in 1953 the government of India
marked the event with the most noteworthy allotment of special grant of Rs.50,000 for
filling up the gaps in its collection.®® The grant from the government enabled the library
to add a wide ranging coverage on all aspect of knowledge. This resulted in a
tremendous rise in its stock- from mere 3,00,000 volumes in 1948 to nearly two million
now, which has now been turned into a multi-dimensional institution.2® Over the years,
the collection of the library has been enhanced through gift exchange, purchase, and
through the Delivery of Book Act 1954. Progress during the last eighteen years has been
rapid. The total stock of books in 1947-48 was 350,000; in 1964-65 it increased to more
than 1,200,000. It was also reported the annual expenditures also increased more than
20 times in comparison to pre-independence days. Finally, the nation has come to
realize the importance of preserving national veritable treasures- the old and priceless
books piled up in the overcrowded old building of the National Library which received
attention of the government only after independence. It was further triggered by the
measures taken up by the central government when accommodating the influx of
enormous amount of books received under various sources; Government had sanctioned
Rs. 48 crores for 41 sq.ft. for the construction of the central building of the National

Library.%

Through various government programmes, the National Library of India holds the

position as one of the finest national library in Asia and Africa. Undertaking difficult

¥ The statesman 2 February 1953, p.1.

8 Report of the National Library for the year ended 31st March 1953.p.12.
8 Press Trust of India, 20 cr Aid for National Library,(n.d.)

% The Times of India 10 February 1995,p.8.

148



workloads, the centre government has further chalked out an INR 20 crores projects

including construction of a 16 storey building to house the National Library.™

To bring improvement in the library services and overall growth of the library, the
Government from time to time invited eminent librarians from Delhi and Bombay to
discuss with their Calcutta counterpart, of ways and means to improve the functioning
of the library. Some of the issues confronting the library leading to its degradation were
non-availability of books, administrative slackness, and lack of adequate space for the

incoming books.
Response to the Nation’s Needs: Developments

Recognising the importance of libraries in promoting education, research, and in the
overall development of a nation’s socio economy, the government of India, after
independence implemented various policies and programmes for the growth and
development of libraries particularly National Library India. As the apex library in
India, much attention was given so as to foster the library worthy of its name. A
remarkable event in the development of the National Library was the appointment of
National Library Committee in 1947 by Sir John Sargent, the then education Advisor to
Government of India, with Ranganathan as one of its members. This committee was
formed to find out ways and means of establishing a national library in Delhi. The
Location for the National Library had been a contentious issue since the time the Capital
was shifted from Calcutta to Delhi in 1911. The controversy stemmed from the fact that
in most of the country national libraries are located where the government headquarters
are. But in India, while most of the important institutions of culture are located in the
National capital, Delhi, it was thought improper to shift the National Library to Delhi.
Therefore, to solve this problem the first meeting was held in 7 April 1948 and second
meeting in 14 May, 1948. However, in June 1949, the government issued a notification
that the proposal for national central library had been indefinitely postponed,” which
was unfortunate event for the people who wanted National Library to be at the heart of

the capital of the country.

% press Trust of India, 20 cr Aid for National Library,(n.d.)

%2p.N.Kaula, The National Library of India: A critical Study, Bombay, Somaiya publication
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A significant effort towards the development of public libraries in the country has been
the inclusion of scheme for the ‘Improvement of Library Service’ in the First Five Year
Plan (1951-1956). During the First Five Year Plan, the emphasis was given on the
improvement of library services for the educational development. The government of
India initiated a scheme called ‘Integrated Library service’ with the support of the state
government. The scheme targeted every area selected by the government for intensive
educational development. It was also proposed under this plan to set up a National
Central Library and one central library in each state. Some of the important
achievements during this plan were the establishment of Delhi Public Library in 1951
and INSDOC in 1955 with the joint efforts of the government of India and UNESCO. In
1952, the Government of India initiated the community development program in which
social education was assigned an important role. Gradually, the pattern of the social
education programme took a clear shape and libraries, including circulating libraries,
occupied an integral place in this programme. The community development programme

thus gave a fillip to rural libraries.*®

Another important landmark was the enactment of Delivery of Books (Public Libraries)
Act in1954 and later the Act was amended in 1956 to include newspapers and
periodicals. The Act obligated every publisher in India to deposit a copy of its
publication with the National Library in Calcutta, the Asiatic (Central) library Bombay,
Connemara Public Library, Madras, and the Delhi Public Library. Since then, on the
basis of books received under this Act, a national bibliography is prepared by the central
Reference Library in Calcutta which was set up in 1955.* Through this Act, the
National Library collection has been greatly enriched. The First Five Year Plan had
recommended the setting of a National Central Library on the line of the National
Central Library in U.K. for improvement and proper organisation of library services in
the country. Unfortunately, this provision could not be implemented in the planning

period.*

For reviewing the work of the National Library and suggest measures for its efficient
functioning and future development, a reviewing committee by the Union Ministry of

Education was appointed in May 1968. The committee was headed by eminent

zj Report of Advisory Committees for Libraries, Government of India, Ministry of Education, 1959.p.5.
Ibid.

%Inder Mohan Goswami (ed.), Development of Library and information Science, Modern library Science

Series-1, New Delhi,Commonwealth Publishers,1995,p.141.
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educationist and administrative expert, Dr. V. S. Jha as chairman, N. Mukherjee, Prof.
V.K. Gokak, Mr. S.K. Gupta, B.S. Kesavan, and P. Gangulee as members, and the
Librarian as member secretary. The Reviewing Committee recommended, with regard
to its function of acquisition, to appoint a committee of specialists to advice on the
policy that the national library ought to follow in acquiring manuscripts. Some of the
recommendations includes such as, to constitute a senior scholars to make systematic
survey of the existing reference collection, to appoint expert to catalogue the
manuscripts in Tibetan, Sanskrit, and modern Indian languages, publication of the
Indian National Bibliography by National library as its basic functions, installation of
machines for providing photocopy facilities at the library, and finally, a setting up of
separate independent units for monographs, Indian official publications and foreign
official publications including the UN. The Reviewing Committee also suggested for
appointing a Director, who would also be the ex-officio Chairman of the Governing
Council. The Governing Council is to consist of eminent persons from the universities,
distinguished educationist, administrators of proved worth, and scientists of repute as its

members.*®

The National Library of India Act 1976 was passed by the parliament and it was enacted
on 11 June 1976. Under this new act, the National Library was to have the status of an
autonomous institution managed by a Board and an Executive council. The Library was
to be headed by a Director and the Librarian was to work under the Director.®’
However, there were widespread condemnation of the National Library of India Act
1976, which envisaged an autonomous board for the National Library in Calcutta on the
ground that the autonomy as recommended by the Jha Committee was the delegated one
and not the statutory kind, and that the Act ‘would lower the image of National
Library.” it was further argued that the three tier arrangement with an autonomous
board, an executive council, and the director as the Act envisaged, would be detrimental
in functioning of the library. The Union Education Minister, Dr. Chunder stated, ‘it is
now felt that such diffusion of authority will not be conducive to efficient functioning of

the library.” Keeping this statement in view, and opposition from various quarter,

% The Times of India, ‘Governing Panel for Library Urged,” 15 August 1970,p.10.
% R.K.Bhatt, History and Development of Libraries in India, Delhi, Mittal Publications, 1995.p.97.
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decided not bring the Act in force.®® Therefore, the National Library continued to

function as a subordinate office under the Department of Culture.
Conclusion:

The emergence of National Library symbolises nation’s commitment to collecting and
preserving of cultural heritage for the benefit of future scholars Juan Osborne fitting
remarked on the importance of National Library that it is ‘not only regarded as a source
of national pride but also as a symbol of nationhood, representing the collective

memory of the nation.”%®

After independence, the Government of India accorded the title of ‘National’ to the
Imperial Library in 1948 to give a national character following the ending of the
colonial regime. But, National Library after independence was far from satisfactory. It
lacked behind in every aspect inadequate resources, lack of trained library staffs,
problems of collecting printed material, preservation and storage etc. To improve these
conditions, the Government of India has implemented various measures over the years.
As a first and essential step towards the promotion of the National Library in India, the
Government of India passed on 21 May 1954 the Delivery of Books (Public libraries)
Act 1954 which replaced the Press and Registration Books Act 1867. Under this
provision, the publishers were directly responsible for delivering books and periodicals,

including government’s publication, within a month of their publications.

To improve in the working of the National Library, a Reviewing Committee was
formed by Union Ministry of Education and the Committee was headed by eminent
educationist and administrative expert, Dr. V. S. Jha as chairman in 1968. The
reviewing committee recommended that the advisory council of the library should be
replaced by governing council and also to appoint a Director, who should be an ex-

officio chairman of the governing council,*®

As discussed, the progress of National Library is still slow as compared to other
national libraries. The reason is rooted in the history of the library as pointed out by the

Jha Committee in its report. The historical background of the institution had given rise

% The Times of India, ‘Library Act not to be Implimented,” 15 August 1970,p.10.
%0sborne, Joan, The Educational Role of National Libraries: A case study of Trinidad and
Tobago,2004,Buerno Aires,Argentina,p.1-2

199 The Times of India, ‘Governing Panel for Library Urged,” 15 August 1970,p.10.
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to certain inherent contradictions in the organization by combining the functions of the
National Library and those of public library. There was also the demand for national
and local for its services- the later engenders the problems of crowding of the reading
room and lending of books and other reading material.'®* But National Library
functioning as a public library proved to be a major handicap in its function as national
library. To remove overlapping of functions, the Government has to clearly lay down
the objectives and functions of the national library. Another reason hampering the
growth of National Library is the presence of a section lending books for home reading,
a feature which does not exist in any National Library in the world. The tradition of
lending for home reading had originated from Calcutta Public Library and it continues
to exist even after Curzon amalgamated CPL to the Imperial Library in a vestigial
manner. To remove this anomaly, the government and the experts’ thought of a scheme
to set a National Central Library at Delhi and NCL at the apex of the entire library
system of the country and covert the present National Library into a Regional Library
with two other Regional National Libraries in Madras and Bombay. This scheme was
envisaged in the First, Second, and Third Five Year Plans.'> Many years have passed
since the provision was made it is still yet to be implemented. On the same line
Ranganathan also advocated for National Central Libraries in his memorandum
submitted to the Educational Advisor, Government of India, ‘Library Development
Plan: A Thirty Year Programme for India.”*®® The government of India has not taken
any systematic measures for the improvement of the National Library for the last many

decades as a result the library has been steadily downgrading.

The National Library has been facing severe challenges due to lack of spaces as a result
the priceless collections of books and documents including those rare ones are
perishing. An inadequate staffs to manage the library adds to its woes. Several
government policies for the improvement of the National Library have not been
implemented so far. Unless government take intensive participation in the development
of the National Library, the National Library will be reduced to nothing but a big public
library. Therefore, to improve its overall condition, the introduction of modern

technology such as Digitalisation of the library will save a considerable space apart

101 K umar, Girja, Library development in India, Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 1986,p.46.
192p 'N. Kaula, the National Library of India: A Critical Study, Bombay, Somaiya Publications
Pvt.Ltd.1970.p.19.
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from minimising the involvement of manpower, it was claimed that ‘digitalisation will
ease the task involve in managing books, journals, and other forms of data.’*** In this
context, National Knowledge Commission (2005) also suggested that to ‘enable
universal equitable access knowledge resources, libraries should be encouraged to
create more digital resources by digitizing relevant material in different languages, this
can be shared at all levels.”'® To give the National Library a true national character in
its services and functions, it is imperative to promote Information Communication
Technology in the library so as to ‘provide wide library access to all and bridge the gap
between local, national and global level.”*® Therefore, to translate all the proposals and
recommendations into reality, a regular financial support from the government is
necessary as David C. Mearns has put it, ‘No National Library can be greater or perform

better services than its financial support allows.”*%’

104 Mini K,Joseph, Indian libraries await a tech takeover: Digitalisation is making inroads into the
country’s library segment, ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Times of India,26 December 2001,p.14.
122 National Knowledge Commission, Report to the Nation, Government of India, 2007, p.9.

Ibid.,p.10.
Y97 David C. Mearns Current Trends in National Libraries, in National Libraries (Ed.), Maurice Lines and
Joyce Lines, vol.1, ASLIB, London, p.13.
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CHAPTER-VI

CONCLUSION

The concept of public library in India developed in nineteenth century. It was only after
the advent of the EuropeanEmpire in the sub-continent that public library was first set
up in India. Library movement in India is said to have begun with the establishment of
the Calcutta Public library in 1835, following the emancipation of the freedom of press
by Lord Metcalf. In perpetual memory of Lord Metcalf, the inhabitants of Calcutta
decided to erect a public building for the reception of a public library in his honour.
According to L. Clarke, ‘he knew of no measure which would show the feelings of the
inhabitants of Europeanindia, which would better show the estimation in which they
held the liberty of the press, than by the establishment of a public library.”'Clark further
remarked that ‘if there was any part of the world in which such an institution would be

useful in cultivating European ideas, science, and notions it would be in this ci‘[y.’2

One of the most significant policies under the EuropeanEmpire was the introduction of
western education and its influence through literatures and institutions. This had
profound impact on the intellectual, socio and cultural aspect of the Indian society,
particularly in Calcutta. Along with education, printing became an important instrument
in advancement of reading and writing, and production of books. The introduction of
printing mobilised the flow of writing and producing books, which in turn help in the
proliferation of libraries and diffusion of knowledge to a wider audience possible. Print
also enabled to achieve the purpose and function of the library, which otherwise, would
be nothing but a mere store house of knowledge. However, because of the print,
duplications of books became possible and helped in the proliferation of libraries in
India. This latter paved the way for renaissance in library movement in India. It became

easier to produce more books thereby, making the art of reading a widespread habit. As

1 P.T. Nair, Origin of National Library: Days of the Calcutta Public Library; National Library of India,
Belvedere, Kolkata, 2004, p.243.
2 Ibid.
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the number of educated increased, so did the number of readers, and the challenge to

publish more books which can be made easily and affordably available to the readers.

Prior to the advent of modern library, libraries were owned or maintained by aristocrats,
priestly class, in the palaces of kings, monasteries, temples or at the important learning
centre. It was more like storehouses of knowledge and preserved only the written
documents. Since ancient times libraries had been an integral part of education system
and a dynamic force for the development of the society. Libraries were traditionally a
repository of knowledge and information, but over the years they have evolved from a
mere storehouse of knowledge to a service institution in modern society, similarly the
role of library changed from a custodian of knowledge to the disseminator of knowledge

to millions of Indians.®

Before embarking for Calcutta, J.H. Stocqueler had set up General Library in Bombay
in 1830. However, after some years, with his departure, the library ceased to exist.
Stocqueler came to Calcutta and found that the city was destitute of public library.
Inconveniences due to lacked of public library was felt by all the inhabitant of Calcutta
as a result he took up a similar initiative to establish a library which was successfully
launched after persistent attempts, unlike his previous effort. Other than his insistence,
there were agencies that made Calcutta conducive for instituting a library. The impetus
for the growth of public libraries in Calcutta was fuelled by factors such as the active
participation of native intelligentsia, who themselves were English educated, thriving of
educational institutions, centre for printing and publishing, and flourishing of book trade
market. Some of the developments that took place following the introduction of western
education in Calcutta were, the establishment of schools and colleges, setting up of
public libraries, printing presses, book trades, literary clubs, that culminated a social
class of the creation of a native western educated elite. European motives were to
perpetuate their interest by inculcating western values through books and other printed
texts. Thus, the first public library was opened in Calcutta on 21% March 1836, and
began to prosper within a few years time and it became a landmark in Indian history.

The CPL was also the first modern public library in South Asia, established to
supplement the western secular education in India.* Every person subscribing Rs.300 in

¥ R.K. Bhatt, History and Development of Libraries in India, Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 1995, p. 2.
*Anup Kumar Das,Legacy of the Bengal Renaissance in Public Library Development in India, IFLA,

Sage,Vol.41(4)370-380,2015.
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one payment or in three payments of Rs.100 each was considered proprietors. Prince
Dwarkanath Tagore became first proprietor of the CPL. Initially subscribers were
divided into three classes, with different privileges of borrowing books and other library
services. To attract more readers to the library, a 4™ class was created in 1849 and
extent the same privileges enjoyed by 3™ class. However, the formation of 4™ class had
adverse effect on the other classes due to which it was abolished in 1865. Library Rules
were prepared by the Curators, according to Grant, one of the Curators asserts, ‘they
have been drawn up to meet the convenience of all classes of the community, by no
means excepting those young men, natives of this country, who are most meritoriously
pursuing their studies and whose means do not afford them opportunities of purchasing

books.”®

The Calcutta Public Library was the first modern public library opened to all ranks and
classes. In fact, Calcutta was not bereft of libraries in 1835, there were many libraries
already in existence such as the Asiatic Society, the Bar Library Club, the Calcutta
Library Society, and so on but these libraries were not open to the common and native
people. They were opened only for the Europeans or its members. Therefore,
establishment of CPL was considered a watershed in the history of public libraries in
India as it was opened to every person irrespective of class, creed, and religion. The
Calcutta Public Library had a considerable influence on the native citizens and it was
subsequently reflected in the proliferations of many small libraries in the suburbs and
distant moffusil towns of Calcutta in later part of the nineteenth century. It also served
itself as a model which was emulated by many libraries founded in the later part. The
CPL was a focal centre, providing information and knowledge necessary for the
development of scholarship to the local students and educated youth who had left
schools or colleges. It served as centre for recreation and a meeting place to discuss for
the promotion of education generally and social condition and moral upliftment of the
less favoured section of the community. Through the establishment of CPL the process
of westernization of education in Bengal was successful. Therefore, the concept of
public library as an instrument of mass education was effectively used by the British.
Through this, an attempt was made to examine the factors that led to the establishment

of the CPL. this in turn lead to the examination of the efforts of the Europeans, their

® Calcutta Monthly Journal 1835.
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attitude and interest in the establishment of CPL as the main focus. How did the
Europeanuse the support of native intelligentsia or Bhadralok to accomplish the
objective of the library? Though CPL was established on a democratic principle of
universal access, how far does the right to access extend? How did the participation of
native intelligentsia influenced the institution's ideological development and in
determining how that institution should function and managed? On the face of it, the
participation of the native in working of the CPL provided a semblance of involvement
and influence but in reality decisions was in the hands of the European. Simple example
to show how European manipulated the functioning and working of the library was
reflected in the formation of the library committee. The proportion of Indian
representing in the committee to European community was disproportionate; it was
overwhelmingly dominated by the European members, the discrepancy was questioned
by Mr. Turton. Was it nothing that in there should be in the committee who were to
draw up rules and regulations, people who were acquainted with the habits and taste of
large portion of that community for whose benefits the institution was intended? It had
been said that the committee were to be the literary representative of this community,
but how can this community be represented by persons who have no knowledge of their
want?® Thus, in reality European has the final say in every matter concerning the

library.

One of the most important factors that largely contributed to the development of public
library particularly in Calcutta was the active participation and support of the educated
elite natives. In the Annual Report of the Calcutta Public Library for the year 1847-
1848, out of the total of 126 subscribers, 13 were Indians who were well known names
of the community of that time. The names were, Baboo Ramanauth Tagore, Baboo
Bimolachurn Dey, Baboo Debendranath Tagore, Baboo Ramgopaul Ghose, Baboo
Hemnath Roy, Khettro Mohun Chatterjee, Baboo Peary Mohun Chowdry, Baboo
Multtyloll Seal, The Rajah Sattuchurn Ghosal Bahadur, The Rajah Pertaubchunder Sing,
Baboo Ashutosh Dey, Baboo Prosono Coomar Tagore, Baboo Radha Madhub Banerjee,
and Baboo Brojonauth Dhur.” Babu Peary Chand Mittra, the father of Bengali Novel
was the Librarian from 1838, and in the same year Babu Doyal Chand Dhar, Babu

¢ Calcutta Monthly Journal, October 1835, pp.277-278.

" Report of the Calcutta Public Library for 1847 & 1848, printed by Sanders Cones & Co., 1848, pp. 18-
19.
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Nabinskissen Ghost, and Babu Shrinath Bose were appointed as the new sub-librarian.
In later stages, many more elite natives, such as Rajah Narendra Kumar, Bipin Chandra
Pal, Baboos Joy Gopal Sen, Cally Prossonno Dutt, were actively involved in reviving
the condition of the CPL.

However, in spite of their overwhelming support to the library, library degenerated
rapidly and rendered completely useless to the people and it was left to its ruin till the
time Lord Curzon came and rescued it from further deteriorating by amalgamating to
the Imperial Library in 1902. These collections of the CPL became the basis on which
the Imperial Library was founded. Prior to this, libraries were not free, subscription fees
were collected as against the use of books and issue of books for home reading were
restricted to those who were in the privileged class and those who really have the
pressing needs could not be much benefited from its services. Therefore, public library
as instrument of mass education was not fully effective as the application of charging
fee restrained a large number of people from the disadvantage background from availing
its usefulness. Though, it was established with an object to disseminate knowledge and
helped people from the disadvantage background to escape from the limits of poverty
but in reality, the facilities were enjoyed only by the wealthy class in the society.
Reason such as this was one of the factors responsible for the fall of the CPL which has
its obligations to functions as a circulating library for amusement and entertainment for
those who contributed towards its funds either as proprietors or as subscribers.
Therefore, as a matter of fact, library was obliged to meet the demand of the
contributors and at the same perform duties of a public nature without having any extra

income to meet the demands.

Thus, this nature of performing dual functions subjected to government criticism and
was not eligible for getting government support. Due to which when CPL was faced
with pecuniary problems, government declined to extend any kind financial assistance
to the deteriorating library unless management was reorganised. However, even after
the reorganisation, the condition of the library was not improved. Lacked of
maintenance leads to inaccessible to the library, this rendered practically useless to the
people, hence, it was finally left to its ruin. Fortunately, Curzon arrived on time as a
governor general of India to save the veritable collections that were perishing in the

dilapidated CPL. He amalgamated to the Imperial Library founded in 1891 by the
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British colonial government by combining a number of secretariat libraries and with
collection from different libraries. The newly formed library was formally opened on
1903. The emergence of Imperial Library was an important landmark because for the
first time the government of India took upon itself the responsibility to offer library
services to the people of India. His object for establishing the Imperial Library was that
it should be a library of reference, a working place for students and a repository of
material for the future historians of India, in which so far as possible, every book
written about India at any time can be seen and read.®This library was very useful for
students and scholars as many of the collections were built up with source material in
different subjects. The Imperial Library was also a pioneer in proving library training
in modern India, the first library training was conducted in 1903 when library personnel
from Central Hindu College, Banaras, was sent for in-house training at the Imperial
library. This paved the way for library education in India.? Curzon’s contribution for the
growth of library was laudable. There was no General Governor before and after Lord
Curzon who had so much concerned for the preservation of matters relating to India and
aimed at securing a complete collection of Indian Government publications or to fill the
gap for the future use. Curzon’s legacy continues to live on even today in the formed of

National Library of India.

The Imperial Library was accorded national status after independence in 1948 to give a
national character following the end of colonial regime. The emergence of National
Library symbolises that nation has come a long way; signalling nation’s dedication to
collecting and preserving of its cultural heritage. The nucleuses of the National libraries
were made up from the collection inherited from the Calcutta Public Library. The
National Library of India finds a special mentioned in the constitution of India as an
‘institute of national importance.’10 While opening the National Library to the people in
1953, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, former Educational Minister, hoped that the National

Library would continue to expand and would in course of time rival the splendid

® Government of India Finance and commerce Department, Salaries, Establishment, etc., Education,
Home-Public, No. 267, 1900, p.1.
® Mohammed M. Aman and R.N.Sharma,Develoment of Library and Information Science Education in

South Asia with emphasis on India : Strenght, Problem and Suggestions.Journal of Education for Library
and Information Science, VVol.46 No.1(Winter, 2005),pp.77-91.

19 Asim Das Gupta, The National Library of India, in Maurice Lines and Joyce Lines (eds.), National
Libraries:1977-1985 ,vol.2,ASLIB,London,1987,p.183.
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libraries of Europe and America and assured that government of India would spare no
effort to achieve this.** Today, National Library of India is the largest library in India in
terms of its collections. But the National Library of India is still functioning as a public
library to a limited extent, the tradition which originated from the Calcutta Public
library. This inherent anomaly is a great deterrent in carrying out the function of a
national library. Unless, this anomaly is rectify and some measures introduce, the

National Library will remain a like a big public library.

It can be argued that the massive endeavours undertaken by the European to provide
reading materials to foster the habit of reading and to enhance knowledge was not
without selfish motives. It was not different from the common agenda of the
missionaries’ interest of propagating Christianity through education. In a similar
manner, the European through the control of reading materials designed to inculcate
western values and further their interest. This apprehension was confirmed when one of
the curators explained while extending his support to the library that ‘the advantages it
present to our native fellow subjects cannot be too strongly dwelt upon for it is a
peculiar feature, a principal recommendation, that it will aid their enlightenment, and
teach them to place a proper estimate on the blessings of European rule. When they do
once properly appreciate the advantages resulting from the government, they will be
convinced that there is none other under which they could derive the same degree of
happiness and prosperity.”*? Even though this statement speaks volume of their selfish
interest among other agendas, it perpetuates their rule by controlling and subjugating the
natives that seemed predominant amongst them. Their ambitious plans were to

disseminate western values through the reading materials.

The concept of public library in itself is the culture of the Europeans, through which
they spread their values and culture which according to them would enlighten the
natives. Thus, public libraries became a tool wielded meticulously to disseminate of
such knowledge which suits their interest. This expression is found in the remark made
by Minchin, that ‘the institution of this library, not only so far as the community of

Calcutta concerned are but as a society likely to benefit the natives of this country

! The Statesman, 2 February 1953, Delhi, p.1.

12 Calcutta Monthly Journal, October 1835, Asiatic News,pp.277-278.
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generally for by extending to them the literatures of England, we induced to cultivate
the knowledge of our language, and afford them the means both of improving their
literature and their morals.”*® The European encouraged specially the students and youth
to develop the habit of reading those elegant European literatures and science which
were Kkept in the library. Because reading always inculcates desire in the reader,
therefore, through the reading of those books the minds of the native readers could be
easily influenced in their thinking and behaviour. The hidden interest of the European
was further facilitated by natives for their thirst for European knowledge.

The native proprietors in the quest for acquiring western knowledge of Science and
education undermined the importance and value of indigenous knowledge and so negate
the value of their own culture when they fervently appealed to the Curators of the CPL,
‘the promotion of the real interests in India and we may add the happiness of the
inhabitants mainly depend upon the successful prosecution of those effort which has
been made some year past to foster a taste for elegant literature and sound knowledge of
the west.”** This, for the Curators, was perfect opportune time to fulfil their objective of
filling the shelves with the European literatures and science. Later this paved the way
for the influx of European books in the library and prompted in setting up of smaller

libraries in other parts of the city.

The Europeans, on the other hand, was conscious of the indigenous knowledge, which
they knew were immensely valuable because they knew that Indian indigenous
scientific knowledge was exceedingly advanced. Therefore, those rare and important
manuscripts and other literary sources on subjects pertaining to India were sent away to
India office Library and EuropeanMuseum Library, in London for preservation. The
exploitation and draining of valuable native knowledge had far reaching repercussion to
the future generation of India. Because of such mishaps, today’s scholars have to go to
London to consult those books and manuscript for their work. It was a well-calculated
move made by the colonisers, which for their benefit was far-sighted and destructive for

the Indians in the long run.

3 Ibid.p.278.

14 Report of Calcutta Public Library for the year1850, pp. xxv-vi , Appendix
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The study shows that the establishment of CPL was instrumental in bringing unequal
society to equality by giving equal access to knowledge to those deprived classes. It
brings about equalization to access to knowledge to people who were traditionally
excluded from becoming literate because of the existence of caste which prevented the
common people from reading and gaining knowledge. Reading and access to books
were the birth rights of the upper classes. However, introduction of printing enabled to
percolate the diffusion of knowledge widely and rapidly to areas which education had
never touched. Printing also enabled to achieve the purpose and function of the library
which otherwise would have been nothing but a mere store house of knowledge.
Because of printing, duplications of books were possible and in turn helped in the
proliferation of libraries in India, which acted as leverage for renaissance in library

movement in India.

Considering the number of Indians who were western educated and their keenness to
read English literature avidly, the establishment of Calcutta Public Library was boon to
many of who have no other means of becoming acquainted with European literatures
than those afforded by the Calcutta Public Library.* Therefore, the nature of the library
and the services provided by the Calcutta Public Library had a unique position as the
first public library in this part of the country. Such a well-organized library was rare
even in Europe during those days. It also served as a model which was emulated by
many libraries founded in later period. This library also gave impetus to small libraries
such as, Hawrah Institute, Public library at Midnapore, Circulating Library at
Wooterpara, Koonagar library, Naval Brigade Library, Outram Institute, and so on by
donating duplicate books, periodicals and journals from time to time to cultivate habit
of reading.

As a consequence of these developments, public libraries began to grow and flourish
not just in the major cities but also in small towns, across the country. Simultaneously,
when the European introduced Western education, it became imperative to generate
ample of texts for the students. Once this educated young people become professionals,
it created a faction in the society who wish to continue reading. The only impediment
that thwarted the growth of public library during those years was the scarcity of funding

to maintain the libraries. In subsequent years, measures were introduced and decisions

15 Report of the Calcutta public library for 1847-1848, Sanders Cones and Co., 1848, P. xxvii.
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taken to address and redress the issues, and to make public libraries an epicentre of
dispensing knowledge for every individuals who thirst to read and seek more

knowledge.

In the present era of fast expanding knowledge, libraries have taken an unprecedented
flight. The increased focus on research in science and technology has led to further
dependence on libraries for a wider access of the publications of past and present.
Today through these reservoirs of knowledge countries are administered, scientific
research is carried out and scientific discoveries are recorded. These are the records, on
which civilization rests, and it is with the care and dissemination of knowledge that are

preserved that these libraries are concerned.

In this information age, libraries are also seen as a means to bridge the gap between the
information rich and the information poor society. National Library as repository of
knowledge and information has the potential to bridge the gap. Libraries exert the

‘greatest single educational influence next to schools*’

in promotion of literacy and
dissemination of knowledge. The advantages that ensued from public library benefited
especially students belonging to disadvantaged section of the society in improving their
intellectual, moral and raise them to lead a dignified life. Thus, libraries have been
playing an important role in the preservation and dissemination of knowledge
throughout its long history.'® A library is a source of real knowledge and no education
can be regarded as complete in the absence of libraries. A library possesses the key to
the world of knowledge. Therefore, in this context, the National Library as a reservoir
of national resources plays a key role in the dissemination of knowledge and
information across the country. To provide universal access to information it is
necessary to incorporate sophisticated modern technology in the library for a wider
accessibility and faster delivery of information on time. But lacked of electronic
resources and open access retarded the growth of National library. Therefore, it became
an unenviable task of the National Library to modernize the library in line of modern
day technical know- how of the world.

6 Raymond, Irwin, The Heritage of the English Library, London. George Allen & Unwin LTD.,
1964,p.17.
" W.J.Murrison, The Public Library: Its Origins, Purpose and Significance, London, George Harrap &

C0.1971,p.155.
'8 Margaret, Adolphus, Focus on Indian Libraries, Emerald Group Publishing Limited.p.1.
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The journey of CPL, how it was established and where it stands today, is a phenomena
that requires not only reading, but a thorough investigation through field visits. It
becomes even more relevant in contemporary times as one probe into the early history
of the library and look at its objectives and contributions to the generations then, and
even now. The CPL has seen its last days before it was remodelled into what we know
today as the National Library of India. Presently, the operation and function of the
National Library stands firm on the same ground as that of the CPL, perhaps with

necessary innovations according to the needs of times.
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Appendix |

[

tor i 2 peculian foalnre, 2 principal recommendation, |
that will wid their enbghtennent, and  teach them o
dace w peepor eslimale on the blessings of Bnitish rule.

8 Len they do once properly appreciate the advantages
resuinng trom that Government, they will be convineed
thut there 1w oone other uander whineh they could derive
thesgme degree of happiness and prospecite 1 for one
swould rather the BRrinsll vule should cease in this couatry
i it ean only continue by means other than the affection
of the people; but 1 am convinced that rule only cequires
10 be known 1o beappreciated.  Let but knowiedge find
its way to the minds of the natives of this couutry, and
they will require no other proof of the superiority of the
present Government to the Mahomelan onethat preceded
. Lhis is one of my motives for supporting this pro-
posal, and fortunately, the proposers intend that it shall
Le o libeary of circulation, bereby extending its benefits,
and makiag it more deserving of our support. Mr. Pattle
concluded by moving the following resolution 1 —

Wesoived,—That a Provisional Committee be appointed
10 consider of the best means of accomplishing the objeets
stated in the first Hesolution 10 frame a set of Rules and
Negulations for the munugement and use of the Library,
and Lhe conduetl generally of its affiirs, and to report the
same, together with their opinion, to a subsequent meet-
ing, to be called by pubhic advertisemcntin the news.
gopers by the (Commitiee as soon as they shall be pre-
pared with the report.

Rev. Mr. Deavrny said, the resolution had his most
hearty coacnrrence, and in seconding it he was convinced
he was bumbly but earnesily coutnibuting towards the
means of circulyting knowledge not only through this city
but through this great empire. 7

Sir J. I'. Guawrt then moved the first resolution from
the chair and it was carried unamimously,

Mr. Prowoen briefly proposed the third resolution,
which was secodded by NMr. James Kyd, and adopted by
the meeting,  J0is & follows:—

Resoived —That the Commuttee be empowered to apply
for the tewmporary wse of apartwents in the Towa Tall;
and in case these vannot be oblained, then tohire apast-
meats for the reception of the books ir an airy and central
situation, upon as reasonable terms as dry and elevated
nv:srtmems cun be procured for; and to purchase suita-
Gle book shelves and furdituce of a plain and not costiy
desereption.  Further, that the Commitice be empowered
1o engage such PEISensAs ndy be necessa ry to take charge
of the Looks, rooms and furniture ; and to make cata-
lorues, kcep accounts and copy correspondence, and
generally 1o assist them in the duties they uadertake, a
strict regand betog panl (o cconomy, to the state of the
fuadg aad amount of the subseription,

Before the resolution was put from the chair, Mr.
Kyd ook the oppoertunity to mention, that he had just
received w letter from D Stroug, of which the following
15 un extirl s —

“The Rev. Dr. Marshman is now at my honse and
wAill atvend the meshing. Tle says be is wiiling should it
be thought desinable, to Le one of o Comnnittee for the
obgect of armmging the matiec,—yoe ave cware ww volue-
able u man he wontd be.  Me does not like to propose the
thing Aemaedf hut has ranctioned me o write as nuch to
Jol. Fontendel bemng v acdtat the mecting bat oy
compla ot does nut allow me.  Will you kindly putins
vame down for any sum that you may subscribe yourseld,
and if T bad been there and an oppostunity had offered |
meant 10 have offered the lower part of my house for any
books that might nceumulate untila proper place was
ready for them
me.  There is a sepurole catrance and the sooms are,
Ligh, eiry und large.”

Dr. Marsnman stated to the meeling that the apart-
ments offersd by Dr. Strong werein his opinion admirably
adapted for (he purpose.  But, as will be secu, the mat-
ter was left to 1l committer, and a suiiable acknowledg-
ment given to Dr. Strong for his kindnes The resolu-
tion was then put from the chair end carned.

Mr. W. P. Gravr—The resofution which T have to
propose, is merely one of detail, and does not pecanon a
necessty for defaming the mecting with any tengiby
remarks, 1 shall, thereforo, briefly express 1oy hearty
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concurrsnce with a plan which goes 1o estyblish a hbrary
ou au exicisive plan; not of books fur reference only, but
of bouks for circulation also,  La Caleutta, where almost
cvery maa s cogaged in business. o wake the hbeary
one for referenceanly, would be circumsenbmg sts nuhty ;
indeed w0 would render it almost uscless, for under those
circwinstances the books are the more reguired for
perusal at home. The folowing is the resolutiva, which
[ hope raay meel with as much approbatiou as thwse that
have preceded i .

Resolved —That it be recommended to the Provisional
Committer to enquire in to the means of procuriag books
in Caleutta, which may serve as a foundafion (o com-
mence upon ; and to make application to the Govern-
ment for such assistance ia this respect as the Committes
shall judge proper in the name of the subseribers.  And
that the Coramitiee he empowered Lo receive subacuip-
tions, and such donatons of boo w5 the patroos of the
institution may be dispescd to make toit, the result of
such eaquiry and application and the amount of such
subscriptions and donations to be in their repurt.

Mr, Grant, in conclusion, drew the attention of the
meeting to Lhe libraries in Edinburgh, where, he suid,
there are no less than three accessible to strangers, viz.
that for the Faculty of Advocates, for the Writers of the
gnet, and the College Library. These, sawl Mr. Grant,
are peclectly at the disposal of persons be they residing ia
Ldinburgh, or be they only sojourners there for a week
or a fertnight, and wany persons, in the lawer case, who,
perhaps, had entered the city with a single volume ia
their portmanteau, could declare the degree of pleasure
expenenced by them in cosequence of th facility,

Mr. A. Rocens briefly seconded the resolution.

Ar. G. L. Serep here suggested that there ought to be
acall on the friends of the tibrary to sendd (o the names
of such Looks of reference as might beobtainable in Cal-
cutta. Mr. Rogers thought detuits ought to hefeft 1o the
comrmnittee, and the mesting coinculed with the latler
geatleman.  The resolution was then put and carried.

M. Miscaw, after a few prefatory remarks, moved the
following reclution.

. Resolved.—That the Provisional Commiltee, or such
of their number as they shal: appoint, in writing, for this
purpose, be at hibery to draw Irom the Lreasurer, trom
time to lime, such sums as may be necessary for current
expenses, not excealing the wriount 138 haods, and te
call upon the §reasures, [com time to Ume, for an account
of receipts and disbuwrsements.

k:[ hail. said Mr. Minchin. the institution of this Tibrary,
notoaly 50 far as the community ol Caleutli counee neid
are bul ps a mociety likely w benelit the nutives of this
country gencrally, For by exwending tathem the heratyre
of Evgland, we induee then 1o cnlitiva the knowicde
of our language, and afford them the means both of tn-
proviag their Literature and their morals. )0

Colonel Desror second the resolution, which was gt
from the chair and carried without oppasition.

Mr. 1L Torrexs proposed the sixin resolution. buiny
merady  fur the fonmation of a Provisional Commitiee
and which with subsequent alterations stood as follows-—
the names ip ttulics being added to the original motian = -

Hosolued.—That the foilowng gentiemea be requestel
to form the Provisional Comnuttee

Sir Idward Riyan, Mr. ¥W. P, Grant. .

Sir J. 2. Grant. The Rev. e, St Leger.

My, W. . Macuoaghten. Mr James Kyd.
© M. C. WL Snuth, Capt. 13, L, Richardsoo.

Colonel Dunlop. Capt. Thomson.

“The Rev. 11, Lisher. Mr.James Prinsep.

Mr. Dickens. M. WM. iV oollaston.

e, Ranken. Mr. Wale Byru.

The Rev. James Charles. My Seotr Themsen,

M. J. € Mashnan. Mr. B Hurding.

« Mi. Joha Bell. M. Cury, u
Ausseekrishen Mullick.  Russo WY Dute,
ist, Mr, Torrens ohserved,

“Ihe number of names on the
to be divided

might appear unwarranted but they were
juto sub-commltess of jour or five, PR FENS T S
1 Ag to ihe geatlemen thomavives

1aking dilferent sectious.
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he need not enter:nto any panagyoc because the simple
cierneee of cach name conyeyed 18 own panegyric,
tr. f.erry sechaded the resolution, amd did so with
greater pleasure, because it contained the aumes ol gentle-
men whose experience and attachment to literature and
seience would secure for their constituents the most un-
sorlant services, and enable each particular section to
!mvp. Iis own  represeatative, this, as il might be consi-
dered, coagress of the republic of letters—gentlemen
ho are acquainted, and tamitiar with cach section, and
?r’om who we may hope that theiustitution will derive
the most beneficial results.  Vhe term ** provisonal” had
been adopted to distinguish it from the other committes
whose duty it would be Lo propese ruies, fillup details ;
and though last not least, to purchase bosks, eollect sub-
seriptions, und erganize the construction of the library.
The uoited eforts of these gentlemen he, Mr. Leith, felt
confident would raise astructure which would merit the
. support of the whole community.
Mr. Patree said, the gentleman who has just sat down
hias spoken ol 2 committes inwended to represent the dif-
ferent classes of society, but he, Mr. Pattle,; observed

that in _the forms [ the Toynanibge, mrcantile
258 _appuar—to—be-wholl noticed. Perhaps thiz iad

mrisen brom a conjecture that mercaatile geatlemen ad
not time to atiend to the details, ul still, as there was

to be o sib-committee, he thought the meeting onght not
to omil a compliment to gentlemen of s¢ much import-
wnce. He wauld, therelore, propose, that the naraes of
Mr. Carr and Mr. Harding be added to the number,  As
to theic distingwished chairman, hie was sure the meeting
were aware of the decp interest Sic Joho Grant took i
the proposed institution ; there was no one more anxious
no one more able to further their views, and he trusted
that the macting would not allow him to depart from this
hall, without reguestiog peroussion to place him on the
commitlie,

Sir Jouws Guaxtwas fully sensible of the very flatler-
ing propesal, but woeuld rather decline the hovor ; not
trom zay Jdnochiaalos to the ottice, but from a dislike to
take upon bimseif daties to which he had not suBficient
tinte to attend. Lf the weeting were of opiniou that the
duties were not so arduous but that he had leisure ta
attend Lo them, he would bow to their decision, promis-
ing, however, that it must not he coasidered asa compli-
mmeut. No one was more able to bestow a compliment
than his fend Mr. Pattle, but the making choice of a
commitlee was & matler of business of which comphment
should furm no  part;and rich as they were i names on
the conumitiee, they could not allord 1o have vae inactve
member,

Me. Tunres entirely cuncurred with Sic Jolin Grant,
enil would put matters of complunent out of the question.

s Bt aotwithstanding the number of the comwatiee, he
wagld propose that it should be inereased by the addition
of Mr. 10 5. Thomson, a geatleman with whom ho, Me.
Turwe, bad the pleasure of acting’on ene commiLiee,
awil to whose uscfulness and ability he could give ample
testimony.

Nr. Stxaes admitied the corectnesa of the regarks
made by Mr. Lurton, but regretted that amongst the gen -
telomen whose names were contained in the reseluton
yopwsed by Moo Tor there wis anly one who coulld

e sawl to represent the class to wihich he, Mr. Sinaes,
belonged, He thought the commitice oughtlo be more
geaeral and uoder this impression he bugged to supgest
that the names of Mr. Woollaston, and Mr. Wale Byrn
be added te the aumber.

Mr, P. 8. D'Rozamo and Mr. Crow rose at the same
time and seconded this proposition,  Uhe latter said, ha
couid scurcely hope that the resolution world meet with
success, for he perceived that the feeling of the mecting
was decidedly agaiost it, {cries ol no, nu.}  He would
however do bis duty, and offer a few remarks in suppoit

of the twa gentlemen named Ly Mr. Sinaes, with both of

whom he, Mr. Crow, was personally acquainted. Heo
believed there was an unpression on the mind of several
gentlemen who had thken un active part iu these proceed-
ings, that the nuwmber on the list of the commiltee was
already too great, ui he thought otherwise, and begged
ofthe Tnevung to consider whether the largo number was
ot 4 circuinetance i favur of Mr. Sinaes’s proposiion,

The proportion which the East ladian bove Lo the Eura.
pean cowmmuuily, would point out that one Fast [odiaa
was not a fair aumber to represent that class j and there-
fore he would submil fur the faveurahie consideration of
the weeting the proposition of Mr. sueaes.

Mr. .. Q. Tuomson was scasible of the honor it was
proposed to conler on hun, aod decply indebted for the
Hattenoy compliment from My Tuston, Lut he would
rather deciioe the hoenor, and for this reason—he believed
the tist of the comm as it staod ociginally, was cal-
culated to hopart contidence o every trwnd ol the pro-
posed institution, and its ealargement might destroy that
tecling. I[luvwever il the meeting were of opinion that he
could be of any service to the ccommittee, he would
cheerfully accedz to their request.

Mir, A.Rocers suppoerted the original resolution, and
reminded the meeting that it was u classification of books,
aod not a classilication of persous Lo which they had to
attend.

Mr. L. Fassen spoke in favor of the original resolu-
tion, and urged that if it were depurted from, the native
community which standsin proporuon ol tet: hundied
to one to tue Fast Indizn, had also a claim Lo be repre-
sented in the commitiee; so had the Fewa, the Passees,
wnd indecd every other section of tns diversified com-
raunity.

Mr. Parrne suggested that the question should he re-
ferred to the comnutice, wha no doubt would receive it
with becoming attention ; and he trusted that the pro-
poser had that confidence in the committee which would
@duce him to withdeaw his amendoent.

Mr. Cnow would again beg to be heard before the
ameadment was put [rom the chair. He was ready ta
grant that the proportion of Natives Lo Last tndians,
was more than three hundred to ooe ; but 1t was not
the mass of the people that aught o be taken 1olo consuler-
ation. Those who were likely to %ppreciate the pro-
posed jastitution and (o bereil by itin eiter class should
Wone be taken ot considenstion, and then e was surg
that the proportion would not be so great s it vtherwae
appeured o be. The question ofquahification, he thought,
was one of 2 very deticate description, particnlarly wion
a comparison hil to be stituted. He wouid, therelore,
not coter upoa itindetal. dlowever he might observe
that the names proposed by Mr. Sincas were of gentle-
mea who stood high in the opinionof the Fast todin
commumty and io the opinon of those who knew them
for the performance of dutivs that were likeiy Lo devolve
on them as members of the committee. e saul it was
not oaly those who would devote tieir toe,
those who hl influence in the elass to which they b
ed who ought to be selected ; and for that purpose,those
wio were connected with public institutions, aml kiown
ay the promoters of public sud liberalincasures, wers
most likely o benefit such ap 0SGLLHIN 33 WS HOW Pro-
posed. On the cantrary, these who led a sechuded life, it
was not likely woubl be so successlulin that respeat.
With these conswderations, he begged w press the pro-
posal ot Alr. Siuacs oo the atention of the mecting.

My, Turron was aexious to state the grounds ca which
e supported the ameadment.  He thought there was &
great deat i what had been advanced by Mr. Crow, not
valy with regard o the literary quabitications wl U grene
tlemen alluded to, but ior other reasons, o Was 1t notiiag,
that there should be oa 2 committoe Wwho were to draw
up rules and regulations, persons whu are acquainted
with the habits and taste of 2 large portion of that com-
manity for whose benefit the institution was intended?

1t had been saul that the committe: were to be the lite-
Fary represeutabives of_Lhis _community, bl how can Lhe

comnrEnily e represented by pasens who huve 1o knaw-
tedgeof thar wauls | to the nuinber of the commatice
tT malle:c itle, since there was tobe a sighedkvision,
which would enable them to divide thetr lubours, whe-
ther there were twenty-oue of Lwventy-four, or any other
reasonabie nomber @ aud as there was but one nauye ve
the committee, e thoaghtif he bad a condjucar it seuuld
greatly tovrease hisetlicicncy.  Theralore, he would prefu
the ¢ re to be unlimitled and he would propose that
omoy Prutt G ﬁi‘\_l_l_l:."(] to the numnber., )

ir. | 1~ hegged to add his testmony of tha
sttty of Mr. Woollastou,  No wea. saad Mr. Calen
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mation o the com-~
mber ot 1t

‘is capable of giving more schd

mitter, or will be a mere useful n
M. S z amrendmeat was then put, and carcied by

al majority, Tho smendment is embodied in the

resolition thuve,

Mr. Tvurow.——Whea his friends prepaced the resolu-
tjion, be behieved that they must have hack Me, Pattle’s
opinian before them as to the propriety of shoct speeches,
forthey bad assigned to him the driest resolution  the
whole tot. 1t was one merely relating to finance.  How-
ever, though he, Mr, Tucton, did not exvel as Chancel-
lor of the lixchequer, he woulld endeavour toexplain the

rinciple on whict it was proposed the institutivo should

be foundwd, Nr. Tucton then explained the substance
of the resolution, which, with an alteration suggested by
DBlre. Greenlaw, stands as follows :-—

Resolved.—That the property of the Library be vested
10 trustees for the benefit aud ussofshareholders, and that
the following payments do constitute persond proprictors
and_subsecribers,

\_/F::Iwnwmus.—ﬁvury person subscribing 300 rupees.
in ohe paywent, or in three payments of 10U rupees each:
— 100 rupees being paid down, and the remaining instal-
meats atintervals of six and twelve mouths, to be con-
sidered proprictors.

The shares of original proprictors aubscribing within
the period of one twelve-month, to be traesforvable on:
such fine or conditicus as the Privisional Committee shall
determipe. The question of transfer of tuture shures to
be telrOpen to the Comuiittee,

unscursens. —1he subscription to the Libraryto be
as follows -

Ist Class—Entrance 20 rupees, and § rupeea per inen-
sem, for every moanth subseguent to the first,  Such sub-
scribers of 3 years staniling, or upwards, to be entiled to
become sharcholders, by on udditional payment of 200
Tupees.

2l (luss.—Entrance 16 rupees, and 4 rupegs per men-
sem, for every moath subsequentto thetirst,  Subscribers
of this cluss of 4 years standing to be enutled to become
shorcholders by an additional payment of 200 rupees.

3rd Crlass.—No entrance, A subseriptioa of 2 rupees
per mensem payable from  the commencement of chie first
wmonth.

Doners of books and others, on the recommendation of
the conpmittee, raay be nowinated honorary memnbers by
a geveral meeting of proprictots,

Wo books to be taken out of the Library, without a de-
posit being made ; the-amount to be reguluied by @ com--
roitlee. to be appointed annually by the proprietors out
of their own body in such cianner ws shall Le héreatier
decided.

No boukzor periadicals to be taken out of the Tibrary,
uatil they shall have lain ten days upon the table 5 a
which peried proprictors or dseribess of the Ist aud 21
classes, will have the privilege of tsking them out and
reading them in circulalion, preference buiag given o
the proprictors and subsenibers of the 1st class who may
wpply witun a month after the wrrival or purchuse of
sueh booka.

All boeks to Le delivered out in the order of applica-
tion, subjectio the above preference.

Tu6 other class to be permitted to tuke any books out
X/ﬂ{c Livrary without the permisstou in writing of the
Apnual Commitiee.

Mr. Turvoen continued. Ife thought be had in his
eye some bifling opposition to this_resolution, for ruin
had Leen predicted to the institwtion, if they were to
gdopt the frst partof it. But he could not foresee the
ruin that uthess apprebended 5 on the contrary, he thoaglit
that the plun was admicably adupted 1o give petmanence
to the Yirary. The part of the resolution which it was
szid would have a ruinous effect, was that which proposed
persors subseribing Keo 300 sboald becone pioprie-
tors. He thought no njurons conscqueaces would
ensue from this, aud he would inform the rwectiag why
e thoughl so. In four years, subscribers of the fiest
class, 2t six rupces per month, would pay s 303, ana

2
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he put it to the weeling whether it was not a very good
compromise o obtain 30 Ra imnedmtely avadable for
the purposes of the library, by wmaking those who pay
three years in advance free of all subsacriptions atterwazds,
Taking tnte consideranon who were hkely to bhecone
subserhers, he did not think that the average tine each
indivulusl would remain e Caleutia, would be mare
thaua four years, and possibly, of these the majonty would
become proprictore not so much with a desire to benedt
thenselves as to beneht the hbrary.  Takng the number
of propricturs to be 10, this would raise a fund of Rs-
30,000 o cosrsmence with, Withoot funds there could
not be a library ; and though this maght not Lethe beat
plan, he was quite satished that it was the best plee that
had been as yet proposed. - .

Mr. Patrie here suggested that donors of books that
may be thouglht by the committee ¥e 300 io value ought
to be considered subseribers.

Mr. T'unrow said, that puint had notescaped the atten~
tien of the framers of the resolutivas, but it must be
burne in roind that a great number may wish o bicoms
proprictors on those terms. 1t was u considerston, he
thought, that ought to be left entirely to the comnittes,
for it could not be supposed that they would be so
indiffereot to the interests of the institution, that if they
thoughit the proposal adepted to advance it, they would
not prapose s adopliva.

Mr, W, P Grast sild, it was a great object with
the committee to raise & suthicient fund to purchiuse books
in Lagland. N .

Mr. [I. M. Parzer thought that books to the value
of I 300 was too small un amount to egtitle persons to
become proprietors, he would rather it should be fixed at

Mr. Parrie reminded the mecting that there were
many, scrace and valuable books in lhis country which
were out of print, @nd could not be obuaived m Eogland.
But after some further conversation, the suggestion was *
left 1o the conmunitlee.

Mr. L. Craaxe suid his [ricnd Mr. Turton was
correct when he auticipated oppesition o the resolution
just proposed. He, dlr. Clarke, had beep one of the
party who had et on a previous day to conseler the
resolution  preparatory to  this mecung, and he had
declined to propose that resolution which hig fricad Mr,
Turton had just moved, because he thought it was not
founded on culculation, and that it defined roules which
it were belter at present to leave for raore mature Consi-
deration in cornmattge. e thought it would be necessary
for the conimudee, Lefore they cowme to the resulbt cou-
tiined in the resolulivn, te have a calcuiation as o the
expeuses of establisluncat, binding of books, stutionury,
jasd then the woount of swoplus whnch wiehie be wpphied
fto the purchase of penodicals, for withont these there
icould be no Lbrary. This, in his opinion, ought 1o be
the duty of the committee, before any snch propastions
as those contwined in the cesolution was bron b lerwand,
and he, Mre. Clarke, was quute cerian, that i the
» for the commit-

:
!
iminim um ol thetsurplus was not the ba:
e to go on, it would lead the society into great duficul-

ttes, . dde koew the resolution had been foruesd without
tany caleulaticn whatever.  In fact, it onginaled with
himself, for it was ham from whora the wdea felt ag e
Cpreparatory mectiug regarding shoaretioldems, amd he was
Lguite sure it wis a crude proposition without the shighiest
calculation for a buse. Foro ths renson Le opposed Lie
resolution. e contended that it would be tatal to the
intesests of the iustitution, and ought not t be adopted
unbess after malure consideration.  lsut the rules were
decidedly bad, tor hisiriead proposed that on the paymeitt
of R 300, a proprietor should be [tee frow all subscrp-
tion tor ever, whercas, the aubscription of a subscriber of
the second class in four years, would wmouul to mure
than that sum. Here then by the payment of Rs 3K a
proprictor not only escapes all future paymweit but
fieirs and assigns also, {Mr. Turton exp e his disaer
from the statenent.) Well, said My, Cloke, weshali
about that presently. A propristor may transfer hl%
share to whota he chooses by the paywment of a fine v
Rs- 100; thus he has all the privileges ol a pispneior
jor four years by the peyment not of Hs 35K, butp! s
200, and he would appeal. o many porions pow near
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bim, f a srmilar scheme for a proprietery had  not mined
ihe Clownnghee Theatre, where an enormous debt was
entirety ocewsioged by giving the bunefit of the theatre
without requiring the propswclors to pay suy th.ng1 and
thus while the public paid eight rupces for an adnuission
bv purchasing a share, admttance was obtaioed at the
rate of one rupee one aany for each perhvrmance_ It was
this very same principle bis frend was pow advising the
meeting to adapt,— .|liowms; the proprietors te have the
beneht of the wnstitution at too cheap a rate, There were
other parts of the resolution which he, Mr. Clarke,
objected to, but this he thought would bLe safficient to
induce the meeting to refer details to the commiuee,
whoge object ought not to beto make a greatbeginning to
come to a poor end. But he, Mr. L,Llrke had doubts
a5 o the peudence in waking it a share L. le'ary at all.
He thought it ought to be a Public Library to remain
hure for el-'Pr or af it were necessary to provide in the
trust deed for its distribution, it might be so acranged
thut in the event nfa distribution b(_“ng necessary, the
books should be given te Bishops College, the Asiatic
Boeiety's library, or the Marunicre. Ile culled on the
publile not to make ashare Library but a public Library.
Let the fricnds of sueh an insttution actively solicit
support, and he had no doubt but that Re 15,000 might
be immediately raised for the purpose.  He wonld naot,
flwwever, come forward with a proposition o that effuct
at present, but mecely propose an ameodment as fol-
lows :—

“ That it be rcfermd to a section of the Provisional
Committee, consisting of Messrs.  Bell, . Grant
and James Pl'maep, to prepare 2 dralt of Y [rust Deed for
the constiution of the soc mty and to prepare the rates of
wubscription and admission.”

H
i

Mr. Prowpes seconded the amendment.  Tle declared
that pru’mup to entecing the room he lud enteriained a
very dulterent opinwon, but Mr. Clar kceeloquc,uu. had
convinced b that the Library ought (o be strctly a
public one.

Mr. Turron begged leave to say a few words on
this part of the subject, for Mr. Clarke's cloquence had
not satisfied lum  that bhe was wiong, and 1f he waa not
greatty nustaken Mr, Clarke had but ru_ent]y entertained
these opunions.  But possibly Mr. Clavke's meotal elo-
Em.u(e may have bad the same eftect on Mr. Clarke
icsedf as his oral eloquence had had on Mr. Plowdea,
ile, e, Turton, huppened to bave a dilirent upimnn
and was not quite so sanguine of 1aising R+ 15,000 an
Mr. Clarke, tor be thought that the public,—-and he was
sure he 111igi:L place himse Il 2inonsst the number,—did
ool like w advance their mone entire ignorance of
the benefit to accrue trom the git.  He for one would
not counienance an object by giving his money toa
arude ungertaking, in which @ connuittez whe had been
wyitaling the subject for two moaths were Lo come betore
& general meeting withouta plan.  In facl, be was not
0 willig, ke his fnc‘\d AL, lowden, as it \’v’im vulgarly
said, to buy u pig in a poke. ke was perlectly sabsfied
that the plan must precede the subscription, and that if
the subject were refeered to 2 conunittee of tventy-four,
there would wot be less than a dozen plans broughy, for-

ward by as many wmembers of the commirtes at Lhu,u,xt
general meeliny.

Coaosiderable discussion lollowed, in which Mr, Clarke,
Rr. W_ P Grant, Mr. Plowden, Mr, Greealaw, and Me.
J:lmes Sutheriand took part.  Ace the suggestion of AMr.
Daobbs, the ainendmeant was remodetled, aud stood as we
bave given it above. Blx. Tocrens spoke idgavor of the
gmendinent, and Mr, Letth opposed it.

Mr, Torron would use his right of having the last
word by asking DM, Greenlaw what e mucant by saving
Gt the Libeary would not be a public one, for was 1t
_ mot &8 punlic whep vested o proprietors as when vested
in the publict ut way the latter the most desirable
plan to be Alldpthdi Jet itke weetng lovk to the Bom-
bay theatre and 1o the Gekterlony Monument., Astothe
former, the public in 17483 detenimaned to buidd a place
of winuwsewent at Bombay, and Governmenlgave a picce
of graund for the purpose.  There were no proprietors,
no onc 10 took after the wnterests of the building. Time
passed op, o largze delt accomulited, and at last, when
1t was discovered that the bulldiog could neither be sold

jsuch moerie.

nor mortgaged, Government tuok it under their charge,
and appropriated it fur a public office.  As tw the Uc‘tn-
terlouy monument the evil of a want of propeictory
was oo appareol W reguire comment, and g God's
name, gentlemen, said Mr. ‘Curton, if you desire o
avord a simiiar neglect, vest your lemry in those whao
will not be inattentive to thiir owo tnterests.  The
amendment was then put und negatived,

My, Gryeneaw then proposed another amendment,
taking away the right of transfer from proprictocs, but
this after some furthee discussion was withdrawa, Mr,
Turton Junitting that right Lo proprietors who :.huuid be-
come 30 during the first twelve montha. Uhe onginal
motion, thus amended, was then put from the chair and
minpncd by the mecting.

The following resolutions were then put anad carried
without discussion :—

Moved by Mr. Smhnrlaud
Bullick.

Resoiued —That th(.‘Annunl Coramittee be at liberty
to issae tickets to poor students and athess for temporary
adinigsiva 10 the Library under such regulations as tjpey
may think fit.

Moved by Mr. Swequeler, in the absence of Sir C.
D'Oyly, seconded by Dwarkanauth Tugore.

Resolved,—That the forcgoing resolutions relating to
entrance subscriptions and privileges be considered only
as a gencral outhine, subject to such modifications as may
be recommended hy the Commitiee now appointed and
adopted Ly a Geoeral Meeting to bo called by the
Committee. .

Moved by Mr. Holroyd, seconded by Baboo Russo-
moy Dutl

Resolved ,—-That the Uniot Bavk be the Treasuref
to the Insthitution.

Moved Ly Mr.
D. L. Rehurdsoa.

Resoluect,—That Mr. J. IT. Stocqueler be requested to
officiate as Honorary Secrotury to the Institatiog,

DMoved by Mr. Sutherland, seconded by -

flesolved, —That the thanks of the Meetling be con-
veyed 10 Dr. Strong for hia liberal offer of rooms in lus
house fur the temporary use of the Librury.

Mr, StoceueLen then rose to move what he believed
would really be the last resolution.  Previous to doing
nowever, he beggud Lo say & few words for himsclf,
He Legged to return bis best thanks o Mr. Torrens fog
proposing that he should Gil the ofice of Secretary
1o the Provisional Comnisteee, and 10 de meeting for the
manner i which the propo A had been received. e
only hoped that such wssistance as he might be able to
aflford the Conumittee in the }:H)\t.CLILlD‘I of their labuors
would not be fouad altegether unavailing.  Much bad
been kindly said about his elaims to the mernis of having
originated the propositon™or the tormation of a Pubhe
Litmary.  He betieved that he Lad no just claun o any
IIml; ed it was a reproach to the ity to say
that such a’scheme way original. The project, it ap
ponrs, bad been brought iocaard before and Goled . and
U oway merely tus, Ml stoegueled’s, good tortyne o have
ved it at a_ume whio EOGiely_Lelter

seconded by Russicklall

H. Torreus, secouded by Captain

50,

Ju £
t ntersts, and whey the ngnls of wen were more
readify ” ug,nm_d and betwr appreciated. He would

now move that Sir J. P, Grant do leave the chare.

Sir J. P, Graant o rising suid, he could nat vacate
the chair witliout expresaing how el the public weie
indebted 10 Mo, Stocqueler for his exertions. e was
guite sure that without his cocrgy and perseverance
thece would bave bren no mecting to day.

Thunks were then unammously voled o the chur,
and the mecting separaled.

MEETING OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE.

The following Resolutions, pussed at a Meoting of the
General Committers, on the 3d Seplember, are published
tor general wtormation :—

Ist.  Hesofved.—Vhat Mr, *William Carr, Mr. Joha
Gell, and Alr, James Kyd,

do twpin thomselves luie &
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Sun-Committee, Lo consider whether the shares of future
Yroprietoras or Sharchoiders in the Public Library shall
Le transferable, wod, if 80, upon what conditions ; and
alza to satile the rates of entrance and subscription, -as
mentioned o the Seventh Resolulion of the General
Alecting, i
2d,  Resolved ~—That the following gentlemen do form
a Sub-Commitice to consider and report upon the de-
scriptiun of books, necessary, in the Arst instance, to be
procured, and the probable expense of the same, includ-
ing eriodical Works, and to carry into effect the several
matters contained 1o the Fourth Hesolution of the Gene-
ral Meeting -~ -
Sir KEdward Ryan,
Revd. James Charlea,
Mr.-James Prinsep, Me, W, P, Graot. |
Mr. Woollaston, Ievd. Dr. St. Ledger.

Jd.  Reselved.-~That the following gentlemen do form
themselves into. a Sub-Committee, to detcrmmine what
place shall be engaged for the reception of the Library ;
for the purchase of Book Shelves and Furoiture of every
necessary deseription ; and to apply, if necessary, for
apartinents in the lown Hall, or the centre apartments
of the College ; and likewise attend to all other matters
mentioned io the Third Resolution of the General Meet-
g :—

Sir J. P, Grant,

Captain Thomson. -| Russomoy Dutt.

Mr. R. Scott Thomson. | Mr. Wale Byrn,

dth.  Resolved.—That the property of the Library be
vested 1o Trustees for the beoefit and use of sharebnlders,

Capt. D. L. Richardson.,
Me. - T. Dickens.

Mr. C. W. Smith.

aud that every person subscribing wathin the period of
one twelvemonth fram the 3lst August last, 1o the
amount of three hundred rupees, to be paid in ooe pay-
ment, or in three payments of one hundeed rupees ereh,
—une hundred rupces being paid down, and the remain-
g nstadments at tatervaty of six and twelve mouths, be
coosudered 3 shareholder,

Sth. Resolned.—That all payments an account of
shares, or instalments of shares, be made to the Union
Bank, to the credit of the four follpwing reatlemen, as
Provisional Trustees for the Caleutta Public Library -—

Sir Edward Ryan. Sir 7. P. Grant.

Mr. C. W. Sumith. | Colone!l Dunlop,

Gth. Resolved.—That the Seeretary do cireulate booka
for the reception of the names of persons desirous of be-
coming sharebolders, inseriing the foregoing Resolations
in a iy leaf in each book.

7th.  ftesolved.—That the Sub-Committee do commuy.
nicate with each other, and wlso with the Chairman, and
with the Secretary, whio will call a General Meeting of
the Commities, at tour o'clock, p. s, on such days as the
Chairman may determine upoa.

Bth. Resolved ~—That Sir Edward Ryan be permaaent
Chairman. :

Oth.  flesolved,—That the foregoing Resclutions be
published.

(Sighed) E. Ryan, Chairmon.
By order of the Committee, .
J. H. Stocqueren, Honorary Seoretary.

Englivhman.}
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stiendant on forming such a Linrary as the public
Meeting of the 3lst August appear to have conten plat-
ed = aod, with this sum Judiciously lad out, they
t think a Library might be forned so aenerally usetful as o
enstre a large nuniber of monthly Subsenbers, and enalile
the Committee on whom the management might devolve, 1
to lay out a large portion of the periodical receipt in the |
p_nychase of new and popular works. !

“With regard to the ieuns of procuring buoks in Cal-:
cutta, there appear 10 be occasional opportenities here |
of purchasing valuable and wseful standard works, and
the Comwmitice think it would be useful to keep a parc.
of the Library funds so 23 10 be avatluble far soch op-
portunities  when they oeeur. L the Committes ave |
of opinion that in a Pubhe Libvary the procusing
quickly, at the fair market ¢ waotks which ave found
wanling, shuuld be were attended to than the wang
for casual epportunities of supplying desidereta o u fow
crrate.  And they are also of opinion tha ¢ b <f g
ry will be formed at the least cost, when soiupe.ous
tention 1s paid to the choice of books purchascd and gr-
dinary prudence ¢mployed in buying them.

The number of subscribers of Js 330 each who have
already come torward 15 55, and about 485 300 more has!
been subseribed 1o donations, making i all a capital ol

17,000. .

The Committee have thought it nght, in this staee of
the funda, which prevents U plan they have suguestal |
fromn being umncdadtely acted upou o eall a publ
ing and lay before them their views upon the sulyect.
fore proceeding to consider that part of e wauters refer
red to them which regard the formations of rales tor the
use of the Ibrory, 1 the mcetiag skould be of opinign
thut the projected mstiintion should be set on fuot, the
commitiee recommend that the manngement of the Ebra-"
ry be committed to o small commnttee o gentleien, who !
ghould be dedsired 10 fame sueh rules for the use of 1
books in the first iostance as they think wdvisable, aad
that astated ansual ineeting of ~u<enbors be appointed at
some convenicntl time of yeur, the ool wineh mnghit
take place ut no histant pureed, wien e tules nught e
appoved of ur alteved a5 miay ~eem best o the subseribers
gencially. The Cowmmnittee bey al:o o suggest that the
rules of the Cape bibiary atturd av casy meaus ol Irane-
ing these rules, such altertion being paid to such odifi-
cations as the different circumsiunces of this place re-
quire.

The Committee recommend that the payment of 300
Jla- in one payment or n three payments of 107 Ia.
cach, W00 being paid down and the remaining 200 Ra in
two equal nstaiments, at 6 and 12 moeaths, shall consti-
tute pirtics proprictors of the Library, eantitte them to all
the privileges of 1st class subscribers. ;

That 1st class subsenibers pay an entrance fee of 20,
e and asubscripuon of 6§ A8 tor cvery montl subse-
quent to the first,

That 24 class subscribera pay an entrance (ee of [§-Rs
and a subscripuon of 4 Rs- for every wonth subszcguent
to the first.

That 3d class subscribers pay an entrance fee of 10 Re-
and a subscription of 2 Ba  for every wonth subscquent
to the first,

That any subserber beoat libery st any tise 1o be-
come a proprctor upen maeking up bis contnbubons to
the sum of 300 326, with wterest at the e o 10 pes
cent. per annum frem the tine o8 his commencing his
subsenption.

That subseription be collected 16 advance Jrow ¢
1:t and 2d el of subseribers moutldy, and irane the
3d class quarterly.

That subsenbers whn choose to pay a vear's subserip-
ton 1u advance, be zliowed 2 deduction of 10 per cent.,
o such aldvance,

That no subscrber tuiling for one month to pay his
subscription shull bLe atlowed 1o make use of the
Library, unt! he ree perutission to du 50 from the
Comuttée of Sapaguent.

That sutseriptions be net recewved for broken parts
of a month, arai that they be held @ run as rom the
Ist of the monty v which they are emolled. )

i
;

]
f
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csnel five vears

4

i That propuctors shall not lave wore than tea shures
[RETE

That all shares be transfecable on puyroent by i
purchaser of & fine of 10 Rs: per el shure transivied,
and this share whether he be already @ proprictor or not,

That persons who bave not paud up the Tall amount
which entitles themy to u share be not allowed to tansfer
such anticipated shire. e . '

That subseriliers guitting Caleutta withoust commu-
weatnyg e woing w the maog Comoettes thor
inteation, be veguited W pay thoir subscriptions unut
~uch TAlention s S0 comueiealed Ly them 5 aud, -
g su to poy. suell cease to be suliseribors, aod =
e re-adinitted withoul special reference o the Cemmit-
e,

Thar proprictors wiw lenve oo vithion: due
to the wuoaging Committee and whe do aot rewn
n_LIhn: eighiteen months, hom the tiae of theirs dupicluie,
shall at the expiry of such eighieen vienths, fofein al)
cluine to apy share or shaics they may hold, aod such

shave or shures shalb revert 1o the Lbary © and that pro-
Pl wito feave Indinwith such nojce to tie oanag-
g LCavttuitier, and wio do ret e weehin live years

[IYe

v the tane of iherr dep:
i ke ma
share or shares, and such sn
the Bibrary. 7

o oshiald ar the expory
. toviert all elat moan
es shall revern

convened annually

That pro
id for gencrid bustiness.

for the exawination of accouuls

That accounts he mnade up yearly, and be awdited wnd
approved by the manuging Conmnntice, ated subuutted o
the yearly ineeting of prupriclors aml subscnbars.

That upon all pecuniary questions each shuare shall
have vae vote, on all other matters cach propriewr to
fove ealy one vate.  Awd upon all such other marnters,
cack subscriber shall bave a vote.

That the Commitree of Management have power w is-
sue o poot students and others Cokets of sasnssion to
thee Dabravy, for such penods as may be thought advis

able, such tickets not w be wansterable.

RUSOULUTIUNS

ADOTTED AT THE LIEIARY mipdise oy v Tl v voe,

Moved by Dr
and canied nem. )

Resaived Tot —="Tlat bt = the epinion of this mectiog,
thae the suppostabecady wtlfandal w the schene s wiin
crent to enable w public Lilrary w be establisherd o Cal-
cutia upon thi proicciples embiodied 1o the Rezoluuon off
the snecting of the 3180 August Lest,

Muoved by Moo WO P Grant, secoaded by Coll Dua-

wop. winl earned weee con.

Jackson, seconded by Ar. Gardeno,
Coert

Resodeed 2d=That it be aa in-truction to the Com-
witten to enguge only one Under Labeacian e the fist
Lidstilee, af sucit satary as they can procure o comspetect
person s, with puwer o engate aoutler when 1 appeas
1o L NECesanry.

M ad b
catitel mewm e

Homteedd S —"That the recommendations contained in
fre repoit of the provisionad Committee now ready with
b above amendmont, be adepted by tus iseeting?
toved by € ailoncl Dueelop, seconded by De. Jackson,
wed npi, con,

Hloloyd, wecencded Ly Ml fed, and

t

T

Fesofved deh -="Fhat the managemeat of the Library
he eatrustedd to seven Curor o be chosen by the Pro-
prictors, and firse class Sulseribers of one vear’s standioge
at an aontal meetiug o e month ot Febiuary i cach
vear, to be catled by adverisemeat by the Curatos for
the s Dein,

Moved by Coloned Deatson, secomdtod by Mr, Turn,
and curired wem. con.

Resolved Seh—-That the Cursrors be requested (0 frame
euch rules tor the collection, and circutation of hooks and
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in the manszemeant of the Library, as iu their discretion
shall seem fit, to establish such a Litrary upon the prin-
ciples agreed on by this meeting, and to publish the rules
Aas800n 38 may he for geaeral information previous Lo
the geneial meeting in February next; that they be also
empowered to appont g Librarian, and such other esta-
olishment as may i uecessary to open the Library if
practicalile, on the Ist Ducember.

Maoved by e, Pattle, seconded by Mr: Grant, and
cartied as a distinet Lesolution, —

Resolied 6th.—That no Resolution of the Curators
dizposiagof the Funds of the Sociely exceediag in amount
006 Liausand rupees, be earried inte cflect until the
accounls shail lave bee
e week,

Maoved b
carried -

Resolved Tth.—That the proceedings of the Curators
shall be entered in g buok, which shal] always he ou tle
tuble of the Libraey for the spection of Proprietors ang
Subseribers,

Maoved Ly M. Turton,
carced nea, o

¥y BMr. Leith, seconded by Mr. Turton, and

seconded Ly My, Kyd, and
i

fesolvd ek, Thay the
the Fuatunwental Rules of
b oaly i altanad at te Gepgeral Aanual Mectngs, or
alaspoctl meeting calied for thal purpose by Publie
advectiseuwnt in soig one ar move of the daily nows-
papers w Cslentu, with aot ess thitn seven days natice,
and in which shali be expressed the object of the popos-
vl alierations,

presest Rules be considora|
the Eastitution—and that thiey

Moved hy Mo, Turten, seconded by Mr. W, p.
Grant, and varcied nenm, con,

Resolved, M)y T4
19 call a Spe

vat it shall be open to the Curators
sl Meetiag at any time thut they niy
ok it giviog such notice as provided in the last resp-
Tution—anl they shall be bound to call such meet-
1y 6 be beld within one month from the receipt of 4
requisitivn sioned by any five propei

a A welors, or any teg pro-
Bractors wna suiscnvers of the lst alass of ane year's

non the table for the space of

standing, expressing the object for which the
sitionists desire syeh meeting—and it notice of such
ing shall not be given by syeh Curators within on
uight of the receipt of suvh
prictors may call the same, giving oot {ess than
days” notice thereof,
Moved by Dr. Marg
and carried un.minmuii._"

[ Resolved 10th. —That the followi
jauested to accept the off
general meeting
Sic Edward Ryan,
Charleg Caineron, Esq.,
T. Dickens, Eyg.,
M. Parker, tsq.,
Moved by A[r. W. p.
F. Speed, and carried ne
. Aesolved Ve —That I H. Stocqueler,
Pquested 4o act as Honorary
until the next geue
Moved by Afr, Pate, second
s carnied unammously,
[ Resotued Tith st the thanks o
Foffered turough che
cvernar ol Bengal, for the lib
| Library to this mstitation.

Moved by Mr. Sinaes, seco
cacrigd unanimously.

Resolved 13¢h. —That the thunks of
given to those private individ
tolhoaks or otherwise, cg
i the interests of the Library.

Moved by Licutenani-Colonel Beatson,
Mro Leath wnd carred uninously .

Resolced 140k, ~That the thanks of thig meet
offered to the provisional Committee for the pain
have takea and the abiliny and judge
inframing thair report and drawing u
foy establishing the Pyblic Library,—

f ag gemlcrn_en
ce of Curators, until ¢

T, P, Grant, Esq.,

and

J. R. Colvia, By,

Graut, secoaded by MM,
m. con.

|

Esq.,
ral meeting,
ed by Mr, Sinae
f this meoti

Curators to the Honorable th
cral transfer of the C

{

this meat

urigary,
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requisition, any three pro4

hman, seconded hy Col. Dunlop,
¥

J. €. Marshiaa, Lsq.,

Secrelary to the 1stitution

nded by M. Pote, and

Tuiks who Lave, by danatipng
stsbuted 50 liberally 1o advanes

SeCon;

nt they have shown
the origical plan
k

b

requi
meet.
e fort

seven

be re.
ie first,

G. T,

be re-

3 and

ng be
e Go.
ollegs

ing bg

ded by

g be
s they
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PUBLIC L

TERALRY.

MARCH 1236, VOL- R

fngs of the Generai Meeting of
ber: of the Calculta Pubti
Lrary Reoms, Bth March, 1E36.

Tue Hon. Sir J. Peter Grant in the ch

THESENT.

i

!
i
i

The Hon. %4 E. Ryan, . Cameren, Fsq., Rev. J.§
Marzhman, W. . Graag, Esg, 1. J. Colvan, I
H. Swegqueler, Esq., H. M. Farker, 1o 1. [iokens,
Feq., Baboos Russomoy Dutl and Prosono Coamar Ta-
gore, J. A" Peacson, ksq., Col. Beatson, Col. Dunlop,
[ peed, Esq, and others,

Aceport of the Carators of the Calewtta Pauliic :".i-,'u-ur;r1
Lo the Preprigtars and Swebseribers therenf.

The Curntors have pleasure in jalorminy the proprie-,
1ors 90d subscribers of the Caloutia Pabhe L:bracy, that:
the use of the Fort William Coliege books have been
made over to them by the Governor of Beagal vader the
the following coaditions, viz.

“1st. That ihe Society shall provide a place and es-
taplishment fitting for the reception, care and preserv-
atien of the books lent them by Governmeént, andifat
any time forwani of funds or any other cause the Soci-
ety shall neglect or be anable to do so, that they wall re-
deliver the books (o any person whom the Governor of
Bengal may depute to receive them.

24, ¢ That the assignment shall be subject to the ap-
probaizon of the How'ble the Court of Directars, and the
books e recliimable by the Goverminent if this appro-

Propristors end ”
Libvary, held ar.
fthe Tth of Alareh,

betinn be disappioved by thetauthority.

36, *+ Laat they shall av ali umes be open to the ex-
amination of any person the Governor of Bengal ‘may |
depute to exarnine them in order to see that the hooks“
are preserved with due cave.” : I

Upon signing these conditioss the Curatars got ﬂijf‘t
mission to takn away the books awd they thea thought|
({ npecessary to appoint 4 person in whom they mu,rhtw
have conBdence for the purpose of the taking charge ol |
the books from the gentleman entrusted with the care |
of ther by Government, and of carefully compairing |
the books  delivered with the lists, which the C ?
will be ealied on 1o acknowledge the corree ol.j
It Lecatne also necessary 13 suge the buoks o which
youe libtary conssts, and this not only i such o cata-

Az puaight be of easy and userul reference, Lutalso
to arrange the books themselves in amannet COnSis:
tent with couvegience and cconomy both of space and
fur

necessarily taken up much
time, but they appeared fo the Curators of sach 1m-
porlance aslo warrant 211 the attention whizh has been
pand to them ; and they have satisfaction 10 ANNOURCIHE
thaca ciaialogue rasonne of all the works in the libary
is prepared and ready for prinung, aod that all the ar-
runpuinents which appeared to thern necessary o be
matle before apening the Ny, will be completed by
tie gay on which they have ealled 2 general mecting of
the proprictors and subscribers.

The (Curators, after a careful consideration of the
merits ot the dulferent eandidates wlho presented them
selves, have appointed M Stacy to the office of libra-
fwn.  lhey Lave also appoioled Peery Chund Alitter
w0 the olhce of sub-libranian, Considering all that was
spent upon the establishment until the library was open-
ed as dipvirishing the very small capital upon which
the library depends, they have endeavoured 1t keep
these expenses 05 love 33 a due attention to the work tu

T'kesa  mallers have

Le dope would allow, and though they did oot think it
figut tu anal themselves of Ml St s liberal offer to
Lo graiu-tously all the laboious wark  prepuiatory
to openiag the library, they were glad 10 be able
10 cecuse his services, for this purposc at "-(K)l
rupees per month, or half the salary which it has

been thought right to affix to the situation which he|wtended

hoids.

Annexed to this report o @ statenment e il
ceverved on account of ghc mstituty
HiH In addition to the

tivn to Lie Tound in this document, the Caraters |-

G oand

{ observe that

The towal cxpenses of book-shelves wall
amoual (0. e . veee L100
OF other furniture o ... ceo e 450
Together...... 1350
Of which has baca paid.....-- e 1,
(Being all which they wece entit od to
fay out) leuving a baiaace Ot eneens . 550
which they bave to ask your permission 10 dev’
the above purpese. The total amount
IR IV 1 P VO s
Proprietor's Shaves of Sa. R. 300 each, .
of which s alrealy pud.ooe e .. 6,887
Danabinns. - . 200
Subscrprions. ... 34
7,12t

Some of the Tpropiictors have paid up their wl
shares, and the actual sum available, supposing a!l «
tandlings to be collected, 15 [ts 7,500, which the €
Lars think toa smail aswm to meet the expeases wh
it s destahle 1o aneyr immediately .

They therefore subMit 1hal yuu  oea vvine b
sahution calling upon the proprietors Lo pay thes
Tnetalmant fortitvith 3 f this be done, thers wou
immediately available for the purposes of the hibra
s, 14,200,

The Curators have taken into consideration the’
ceferred to thew by the 5th resoiution of the wie
3lar October last, and with iegard to that pary s
refers to them, the framing of rules for ©
they are of opion that it waald be p
{rame such rules, They have thought * ure
the institution (o ptepate a catd e v soone el
vaorks at present comprised 10 the hibrary. by rcf;:r
the diffecent deparupents ol wiich the denviencier
collection van accurately be known and the C
having undertaken to prepae Jists of uselel w
those depariments ol Lnowledge with which the
sespeclivel y some acquantance, i
th Yiats compared with the preser
pronted @ erval Bistr vanly b
to win

made by reh
ntage may he taken of ail opportuout
acquinng books.

With regard to the other matier referced to them
apnve resolution, viz., the frameng reles for the cir
tion of the books.

Prapeset Hules for che circutavion of Books of the
Catta Pablic Library umong the Proprietors and
seribers,

Hode Tst. - Noae of the heoks belonmor to Fart
liam College Library shall be allowed o circulate
out special jeave pltained from the Curatoss.

Rule 24 —The Curators shall have. power o «
draw from circ ulation. aad alse fto prohibi watk
special leave obtataed from them, the circulation of
boak in their discietion. L

Rule 3c.—All other books in the Libraty shall
tawed to circulate among propriefors and st
class wnbacrbers.

Rule 4th.—No book shail be ailowed to ci.
til it shall bave remained in the Library ones
e date of receipt, except novels, tales and p.
for circulation. Fhese may be puti
sulation after two days from the date of receip’

a2

195




{1

—Na person shall be entitled to take books
abirary who has not deposited a fum of
applicable to the discharge of all claims
on behall of the Library.
.—No person shall be entitled to take any
of the Library uatil he shall have discharged
taganst lam va behalf of the Library,

th.— Na deposit shall be returnable excepl un-
arder in wrniung of the Curators.

B¢h.~-The Library shall be dady open {Sandays

¢ space ol days immediately prec mlmg Lha-
r Meeting of the Proprietors and subscribers in
sar, ouly excepted) from am, Lo p.m.

Gth.— Auy pruprictor ar 1=t or 2nd class sub-
-shall be catitted to have delivered to him o
written order bLooks from the Library if ke
ea suitable bug or box for the secure conveyance
1 books.
- 10t —No person shall be entitled tw have
the  [abuary at any time more than enc sct
s and one periodical without special leave of the
I
> 1lth.-—Any works comprised in one volume and
a0 the works of any one author or set of authors

00 ]

given to him by the Libranian, and if not paid the fine
shall be dedueted from his depo:lt and no books be is-
sued to him unui his deposit be completed. —

it was pro-

The report of the Curators being read,
Duynlop —

posed by Col. Beason, and seconded by Col.

“That the appointments of a Libracian and Sub-
Libraman which have Leen made by the Curators, be
confirmed, and thut the expenditure which has been in-
curred for Look-shelves aud library furnitwie, be sanc-
toned, Canied unanimously.”

Moved by Col. Duolop, and scconded by Baboo
Russomoy Duatt --

“’I'bat the Froprietors be roquested to pay up their
secoasdl instalment lor the purposes mentioned in the re-
port of the Curaters.  Carried unanimously.”

Moved by Sic E. Ryan, and seconded by H. M.
racker, Ilsq.— .

** That it be recommended to the Curators to lay out
the sum ol Sicea Rupees 6,000 in the purchase of popular
and catertaining works, includiag penadicals, Irum time
w0 time, as Lhe Yuuds receivid shall atlow.  Carried una-
:nmoml;

1 together shall be arcounted a =et of works,

whuh shali be taken gutat any one tirae.

¢ 12th.— A1l works as received shall be enterad 1u
brary Catalogue, and the utles theveof shull be
caously notified in the Pulilic Hoom.

Al nesy works shall also as recaived be
entitles @ privilege-book, aud
0[L< shall lLe Niuahle lo proprietors and snhun-
ho put their names under the respective enlries,
ing Lo the order in which they put down their res.’
2 names, provided that proprietors and lst class
mers who put down their names withina monih;
ate of the receipt of such new werk <||A|L
¢l 1o take outsuch pew works before any 24’

~ah

“Lhe persen nextin saccession for such
wi s not apply for it ong day after it has
wraed 1o e 1. iluny shall be cansidered as ba
s tuin 2id firsl ;:p,»hﬂ int on the Dist 'uzu
Fihien Le eotitled 1o toke out such works.
15th.—Any peron taking out books shall be en-
keep them for the following periods ¢xclusive of:
ol delivery, viz,

Peviodicals (or 2 days.

New Works, vol, 8vo. 2 days.
e vol, 4lo. 1 week.

ol o 2 weeks.

person shall be entitded to keep other works for
the above vmes. oruntl one day alter he has re-
notice on the part of the Curatoss

s 16th. - Auy  Vroprctor e subsernber taking ;

roeks w ﬂl,: ut giving notice to the Libman shalf

fine oI 5 rupees cach volume for every day the
s kept out of the Library,
e |7th.— A ny person not returring any hook with-
times limiited by the Labraray Rules, shall pay
to be determined by the Cuwiators not exceed-
wrupee per volume for each day of such undue|s
won.
e 18th.—Any bonk found on returgto the Tabrary
#d shall be withdrawn from cucultion until ex
by the Curstors, and the F‘MllCll'a!’ unperfection
nchhed i1 A canspiruous part of the book belore
B person cn whose cindy such
Bodanage covioeds shail be wnswes
Curators for such sum as they may determinc
say Lo repair the same.
tth —WWhea any fine hos been incurred by any
~» has taken outbooks, notice thereol shall be

to feturn them.’

Maoved Ly Colonel Beatson, and scconded by Dr.

t ] r 1
tthat in volumincus woiks the Curaters 5ml|, AMarshinan-——
swei in their discretion to limitthe number of vo- !

That the tate Curators be reguested to prepare the
bist of valuable beoks which they consiler wanuey in
avder to complete this library 1o what it uugi\tto be,
with a view to their being procured when 1t may ba
practicable, with reference i the state of the funds.
Cuarried wonanimously

DMeved by W, I°. L.mnl Esq., and secondt‘-d by Dr.
Marshman—

““ That the catalogue prepared by the,Guramrs ba
printed forth with. Carried unanimously.”

Moved by seconded and by

“ “That Jdoetor Strong be made an Honarary Member
cof the Society with all the prvileges of a propretor.

i Cavricd ananimously.”
Moved Ly Doctor dMarshman andseconded by Cologel

‘Bea'qon -
“That the following gentlemen be elected as Curators
Tor rhe ensuing year.

l Dr. Stromg. W, P.Grant, Esq.
AN Vr. Marshmam,
Tz C. E. Trevelyan, Esq.

Col. D uulop

P

i

| .

| Amentment moved by Sir E. Ryan, and seconded by
i :1 . Lickens—

[ That the number of Curators
Carned by a majority.

| Moved by Sir E. Ryan, and seconded by Mr. Ca-
freron—

“ That W, P, Grant, Esq., Col.
Fsq., he elected as curators for the cnsuing year.
ned upanimousty.”

After which the following amendments were made ia
the printed Rules, viz—

““ Rule 5. No persons shall be entitled to take bonks
out of the hbrary who havenuct deposied the Iollowmg
sums. viz. Proprictors and ist class Subscribers 29 Rs.

2l class Subsenbers 10 Rs. Such sums to be npphca-
ble to the n:sclhvw of all claims against him on behalf
althe 1 2hrary.’

Jtule 8. The Tibrary shall be daily open (Sundays
and tie space of seven days immediately  prec eding the
Aunual Mecii: 12 of Propiictors and kuu:cnl}trs in cach
Pyear only Cacty .ul from 9 v o~ it G,

Lule 10. Neo proprnietors o1 st eluss sul)s\ nbers
shall be entitled te have out of the Library at any one
time mme than Lwo sets of works and one periedical, nor
aay 9 class subscriber more than one set of works and
ong pe.narim.! sithout special leave of the Curatars.

be reduced to three.

Dunlop, and J. Kyd,
Car-
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~PRuie 15, Any person taking out Looks shafl be en- i Tule 16th
titled to keep them for the following periods exclusive of
the dzy of delivery,

A Aoy propricter of subscribes taking dwiy
l_gooks without gf\-mg notice to the ibrarian shall pay a
fine of 10 Rupees for each volume so taken.”

T 4 Montlly,.. 2 dars.
Periodicals. . } Quasterly. . 4 days. v (After which the following rule was added 1 —
S Vol. 8vo .. 2 days. i Rule 20. That the printed culaiogues be sold to pro-
New Works Vol 4o .. 1 week. Ipruprietuls, subscribers, and others, at the price of one
l Vol, folio., 2 waeka, fepee per copy.—Bengal Hurkare.”

.
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Appendix IV

THE PUBL

MARCH

f
4

the proprietors and subscribers held

Atz meetig o
on 4th March, 18397,

J. ¥, Lrermr, Esq., in ihe chair,

Present.~ 3¢, I'. Grant, Esq., J. Bell, ¥ag., T. H.
Gardaer, Bsq., G FL T, Speed, Esq., Ds. facksso, D]
Paarson, aad J. Beardemore, Esq.

Visitor, G. A, Prinsep, Esq,

The Curaters reported the {oflowing new proprictors,
viz.

The Right Hon'ble Lord

Auckland, 6. c. B,
A. Gladstone, lisq.

Tsr, Charles Egerton.
W. Earle, Esq.
C. Lyall, Esq.

And the following new subseribers :

C. G. Strettell, Esq.
Dr, McCosh.

Lieut. Peirce,
G. B. Ryan, Usy,
D. E. dalloch, Fsq.

Anid the following list of contributions 1o the Vested
Fund in ad of the Library, viz.

M. M. Manuck, Eeq. vaceuwessanss 100D
Right flon'ble Lord Auckland, g. c. ». a0
Baboo Dwarkaoaeth Tagore., ... ... 200
Hon'tle Sir E. Ryan, Kt.oooo oo 130
Han'ble Sir JL P Grang, Ktooooo L0 L 100
Cal. W, S, BeaisoNa s veen arve wvnes 50
WL Grant, EsQoeeeces oeaes aneas 50
W, Buarle, Bsfuiavaens svee coeane o0 S50

Uroposed by W. P. Grant, Esq.. and seconded by D,
Peaeson, that the contributions to the Vesred  Fund, be
juvestad as realized 1m Compauy’s papar ia the joint
name of the curators,  The paper 1o remain i the cos.
tody of the Government agent, and the interest to be

.

|

)

C LESIARY.

1857 PAGE -193.CMT

wn by him, and invested 1o the Guve

rament Saving's
Bank in ihe i

T

Proposed by Me. Bell, and seconded by Dr. Jacksog,
and carried vnammoust, | that with reference to the few
oppurtumlmﬂ t,‘njn)'ed by mea 10 business to waleh or
evén to gan an outline of the procecdtnes of this infint
institution, for the successful estabhishirent of which
upen a sound foundatioe all must be avxiously iateres.
ted, that a copy of the rates and rules of adwission ag
proprictors and  subscribers be circulated with sub.
Scription books as well for contributions to the Vested
Fund as far the adwission of new proprietors soil sub-
seribers among such members of the community a¢ the
curators may deew expediont, with a nots as (ollowy - —

Ta A B. Esq.

« Sir,—Upwards of manths have now elapsed since the
formation of this Library without having the beoefit of
your nams oun its list of proprietors or subsaribers,
Feeling assured that the claims of such aa institution
to public support need anly be bronght prewinently for-
ward o enpage your infention, we beg to submit a copy

1 of our rules and rates of admission.

In doing this we carnestly entreat you o consider
that althowgh your time may not allow you either
to take. at present any active part in its operation
or draw largely upoo the lierary tesources, you
can fender & most impmtani service by contribut-
ing towacds its solid establishment and futwe sup-
port, and we confidently hope thul you will atleast
afford this testimony of the interest you feel in the pros-
perity of & public depository ol knowledge and recrea -
[tion which to every individual at somf time or other
wst prove uselul.

§
; We are, &c.
(Ui ToRS,

Hurkarw, Morea 6.}
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Appendix V

CA'L(_ W;TTA Meon Ti
Vol Vi

g annual ceneral meeting of tha pebte Library
aolehd e Fodad fasr. The ceport Turnished ovaner fo:
;l‘n\laliuu _ihera bas been an encreased circulation
1o Seand an wcvesson of subscobers @ the forner
yoemitibs el veeaty-iwe theussad vo-
e latter numhering, with the pro-
netors The eadd recempts fu
he year vame 10 Ra 10,253.5 2—which sum his bren
<_-p£"p”:ﬂ€“- va the purpose of ite Libary. The veated
and amonats @ B 4273, Nohang has yet been done

iy lor the Libary, butl thete we groumls
plan will seon e fubmitied to, and
ppproved by Gograment, locractiog large buibdng
jn a ennphile wiie. Ve anjon ol the Libiary with othe
instiguons umjer‘gl san roof, connmues a favorite
y[l)jtl_‘l, ful ihe ol i1 thousead §apees more 1

oug
§ fa
aving amoated o
Jmes 10 ong Y v
wo hunelred and nine

fan oping tha!

199

PUDLIC LIDR A Y.

/- . T i ’
Y JouRNAL - $EB. 1940 57 Gexpe,

7. 198

necessary ta enalie the Curators af the f,w'nr:"r:, to
contribute a praper guets to the (uody or Fach 4 pure
puse. - Euglishman, Bueh 2.

Proceedings of the Amwnal Meeting o the Meahers s/
the Calcatia Putlic Library, heid i the 2t Feb,
C. W, Smirn, i, on 1os Craee

Frewent.—W, P Gran, By, W
Uoruya, Capte Mashal, 3. W Fwentye
Morsel!, Esq 11 M. Parkes, Esq., und Lol Trunlo

Byine, Dr,
1.0,

Me, W. P, Grane read the following seports of 1he
Curatuts and.tie Libianag,



[

Tie Curgtars refer to the serampanying repod from
Hoe Libradan, swb the acceunts apoa the tanle los
sarement of the aflius of the Litwary  during vhe tas
rwelve mantha, and are glad 10 have 10 congraralate
tie foenils of thie Tastituln, aa the proots exlubied
of the wiowing appreciaiion ol s useluluess by tue

pubdic at large.

The ouly matter connectel with the Library, oo
emboiced 1 the Lebraran'sseport, which ihe Cusator-
lisveto Uring do the notice of the proprictars and sub
senbers, ig 1the prospect of 8 builling being svon erectd,
to which ihe books may be permanently transfered
Camuntees of the Az Hortteultural Socwry, Mereaite
Tesnouial, and Betcalle Libary Building fuwd have
frequently met, along with the Cuiators, and have cor
diatly  jowned togerher il a proposal to ereet wilrihe
fauds of all the fuwr bodies whom they represent, a
Lailiing the vooawl-Hior of wineh shall be devoted o
the Avrcabiural Socery, aml the upper cue to the Li-
wiary,  Te funds appli-able 2t preseat, jamouat 1o
J:tte short of B 40.000,80d the Curaters fundly hape,
that the small s which will be requied i akduion e
(hese Tunds (o erect a buwlding every way suitable to
the purposes contemplated, may bLe raed amony the
well-wishers of this Fastitetion.  The vested fuad a
present amounis 1o above 4,000 Re —an addiliva o
Fess than 6,000 Re. would do all that 13 necessary and
wouhlteave tire Libra'y to derive the benefit ol e bess
half of the butldiag for payment of one-foue of it-
wetual cost. )

The Curators weie in hopes of being alle 1o repo:

to s meenny, that the Goverwor-General hae
actually given the saaclion  of Governmenat 1o il
buitatng, Uring erected on public ground.  Thishas

wat vel Deen gi\(;n‘ but the Curators koow thar lis
Footanep approves lnghly of the junction ol interests
which By been effected, and of the purposes 1o which
she builiding 15 to be devoted. Phey have ne doals
oi ey suea able 1o stare, ihat the plan ot 1he fruthid
fny bas been xubmitted to, aod approved of Ly the
Government, and @ suitable site yeavted for 1.

Ui, Suong's ganerodiy @ connnnig to aford the
use of the prescut excellent appartments gratuitously, 1o
the Lnsiiuon, preveats 10 fom feeling nnmediawely the
want of a buthling of their owa.

Litrary fooms, 28ck Fei. 1640,

To W. P, Guany, g, 1L M, Panser, Ezq, anp W
Caunn, Esqg,
Cucators, Caltuna Public Libeary,

179 ]

1 dientemen,—1 have the honar to sukm'f to you th
.]ﬂllclllf-% state nent of the fegeipte amd U stwvemen
Pl the cbeacy during the bagt vear, sa b embesce th
Poappartaany 1o sbserve, (hat the addoion of anather yop
ctaowne ape of the Tusulstion has teodead in no sma
!'I:’:fre ) H)ﬁ avomentaien  af s |mpnla=i§}', 'an
the extension of s u-elu'arssg I3 2 sowce of sie
j cece congratulation (o olserve thay alike 10 respets
chie accession of subageibera, 1o the recelpt ol maonihl
ii‘rumihui}nns, awd 1o the ciculation of baoks, 1t ha
pmude  comsiderable  progress——a circamstance whick
aranifyinyg as it is f0 tho-e who are interested ta its pos
peritg —van gnly be atinbutable 1o the increassiog ag
preciation ef s unlivy,

. ot

The Livrary now comprehenls eighty Proprietors
sae ol whom have dicd, aud ong hundied aod thintycigh
subseribizes. ’

Fhe cic-ulston of books Juring  thelast year waeay
foltuw-,

Vuls
708¢
S B39 L., 12504

Sets,
Goner | Literatore, . o000 4233 ......
Proge worly of hmaginati-a

Penodicals, o vvinva vy 1938 L, 193¢
11563 22318

Giving an average monthiy circulation of vols, 1861
Crearlo, while that of the vear belore lngt thouvh the
3 . 2
Preatest of all e precediag years, hat reaclied 14
2 3+ PR
wly 1616 vols., whizl, averayed per month vols, 1393

The ama sCriplions 3

Che amavat of subseriptions (raking what has heoy
and what remains to be correcied | of ilie fast yeas ix
B 0 N T
6304 Col's He, avenagiag pee monih, 692 K
e sum tolal of suhscnptious of e
was, Lo’ 13,5635 9-8 e, s
ubscription of nearly 433 Ry,

, while
vear before Juat
ig 40 average wonthly

[ will be pereeived feam the anpered acconnt 1t
there i~ a balance of R 1814 2 it agntast the Lihiary
. a1 i \ G ’
Supposig all demads were 1o Lo munr.uhalL-I):arml
but thatatwillnet now take much e 1o make it u;:
admits of fiute doubt—e-pecvally as 1 hyve obaeivel
that the monitly weowme of the [ \

] Ldebrany eeieases o
th Sumoes fhan 1tk being mare
- SNl goinar
\’_L]ll'lf{uf ul business 1u the lajigr

season.”

wialer,

Since the last Annual Meetiog, one hundred an.l
sevialy cupees huve been comnbaiel 1o (e Vested

Fund, and 0 new sageuts .
. w0 Cols. Ly 4273 .
V Beslishon o, March 13, i
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Commemoration of Meotealfe Hall buiiding.

———— —ee

COMMEMORATION OF THE METCALFE HALL BUILDING.

Dated the 23:rd August 1806.

From—Babu Tamaxgya Mosaxn Bawnansr (Jourvalist), Barisha Post Office,

24-Perganas,

To—His Excellency the Earr or Mixwro, Viceroy and Governor
your lordship’s attention to a grave injustice done to an
old memorial building in Caloutta, The Metcalfe Hall was built by publie
gubscription in 1843 to commemorate the memory of Sir Charles Metcalfe the
““emancipator of Indian Press.” Since that time the Caleutta Public Library
was located in the second floor of the Hall, but there were tablets on the two
gates with inscriptions to show that the building was the Metoalfe Hall.

d Curzon transformed the Calcutts Public
Library His Lordstip removed the inserip-
pe inscription on the west pertico of the
building and placed the present Imperial Library inscriptions in rtheir place.
There is nothing in the building to show that it was the Metcalfe Hall which
was built to commemorate the administration of a kind administrator. No one
will thini that the Government was justified in removing the tablets and
thereby obliterating. the name of an old Memorial Building,

' ‘Will your Lordsbip please lcok over the matter and place some marks
outside. the bui!ding above alluded to, to show that it is “The Metcalfe Hall **

of old 7 B

General of India.

1 beg to draw

Library into the present Imperial
tion tablets as well as the raised-tv

Ofice memorandum no, 1222, dated the 4th September 19086.
Transferred, for disposal, to the Secret:ury to the Governmment of India In
*he Zowe Depavtment,

A formal acknowlodgment only has been sent to enclosed.

J. scorT,
for Private Secretary (o the Ficeray.

Tated the 12¢h Octoher 1904, Ko.

From~—Babu Kimakmya Mousx Bawarss (Fournalist), Barisha Post.  Ofice,
24-Perganas, . .
To—"The Secretary to the Govarument of Tndia, Home Department,
HRe-ITmperialism of the Metealfe Hall.
ated the 4th of September 1906, to my letier, dated the
28rd of Aungust 1906, to His Exeelleney the Earl of Minto, Viceroy and
Governor General of Tndia on the subject of the obliteration of the name of
the Metcalfe Hall at Calcutta, I understand that the subject has been frans-
ferred to your Department for oonsideration and decision.
Will vou please let me know o hat has beon done of it 2

From an asnswer d

Office memorandum no. 2451, dated the 25th October 1908, No

In reply to his letter, dated the 12th October 1906, Babu Kamakhys
Biohan Banarji is informed that his representation regarding the removal of
She ivseription-tablels from the Metealfe Hajl building is still wnder the con-

Pab. ~ Augt. 1907—Nos, 285—244,
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sideration of the Government of India and that a further communication will
be addressed to him in due ecourse.
G. B. H. FELL,

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,
Home Department.

Babu Kamakhya Mohan Bararji, Barisha Post Office) 24-Perganas.

Dated the 8th November 1906.

From-—Babu KaMaxays Mouanw Bawarsr, Barisha Post Office, 24-Parganas,
To—The Sceretary to the Government of India, Home Department.
Re: Aetcalfe Hall.

In continuation of my letters to His Excellency the Viceroy on the subject
of the obliteratiom of the name of the Melcalfe Hall of Calcutta dated 33rd
August and 5th September 1906, wbich have been transferred to your depart-
ment for consideration and disposal, I beg to quote the following from Sir John
William Kaye’s * Life and correspondence of Charles, Lord Metcalfe ™, in
support of the representation made by me in the lett rs above alluded to:

“The Metcalfe Hall in Caleutta which had been built by publie subscrip-
tion to comwmemorate bis (Metealfe’s) Tndian Governmeny, and especially the
great act of the liberation of the Press, being now complete, and Metcalfe’s
bust having been placed in it, a meeting was held for the purpose of voting an
address to His Lordship on the occasiou of the ceremony ; and the following
was adopted by the community of Calcutta:

LA VS
The Right Honourable
Lord Metcalle, G.C.B., eic.

‘The completion of an edifice in the city bearing Your Lordship’s name
and erected in bonour of your virtues and of your public services in India,
and the placing therein of Your Lordship’s bust, are events which we would
fain celebrate by renewing those expressions of attachment and tespect which
we addressed to you when we joined in the design of a building to becowe a
memorial of-our high estimation of your character to bear the name of ¢ The
Metealfe Hall”’, and to contain the chambers appropriated to the reception of
our public library, and to the sittings and proceedings of the Agricultural
Society of India.

& & = * * E x

The address was sent home, and a committee, of which Tord Awnckland

was the head, was entrusted with the duty of presenting it to Lord Metcalfe™,

Members of the Committee.
Sir B. Ryan, Halt Mackenzie,
Mount Stuart Elphinstone, General Galloway,
General Ducean Macleod, W. B3. Bayley,
. 7. Prinsep, J. 8. Brownrigg, and
Dwarka Nath Tagore.”’
In face of the above, it is desirable that some inscriptions in a prominent
part of the building be put to show that it is the Metoalfe Hall.

I would also like to beg you to dispose of this at an early date, so
that travellers in Calcutta during the ensuing cold season may not miss the
much cherished Metcalfe Fall.
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No. 60, dated the 7th Fanuary 1907.

From—=G. B. H. Frir, Bsq., Deputy Secretary to the Grovernment of Indis, Homs
Departmeunt,
To-—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Pablic Works Department.

T am directed to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter®

. . no. 3725-B., dated the 10th December

Addressed to the Public Works Department. 19086, regarding the removal of two old

tablets and an inscription which indieated the origin of the building from the
Metcalfe Hall Caleutta. ‘

2. Tt appears that these tablets and the inseription on the building in
question have been replaced by new ones showing that it is now occupied by
the Imperial Library. The change is, however, liable to be regarded by the
public as a matter for regret; and there is a danger that the origin of the build-
ing may, in course of time, be lost sight of. The Government of India think
that if in accordance with. the spirit of the orders eontained in the Home
Department resolution no. 934-—242, dated the 29th January 1904, a memorial
tablet were placed on one of the gate posts of the Hare Street entranrce, it
would preserve the historical associations of the building and satisfy all legiti-
mate sentiment on the subject. But before coming to final decision, they will
be glad to be furnished with an expression of the opinion of His Honour the
Tieutenant-Governor on the proposal. T am also to request that, if His Honour
sees no objection to this suggestion, a draft of an appropriate inscription may
be submitted for the approval of the Government of JTndia.

No, 61.
Oriontial papers FebrRed Copy forwarded to the Public Works
Fluitisl papers retwrnec Department for information.

Dated the 25th March 1907.

From—DBasy Kamagnya Monaw Bawarsr, Barisha Post Office, 24-Parganas,
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department

In vreference to a representation made to IHis Bxcslleney the Viceroy, I
was made to wunderstand from a letter from the Private Secretary to His
Fixccllency the Viceroy, and also from a memorandum from your office no. 2451
(Puablic), dated the 25th of Oectober 1906, that the case is yet under considera-
fion of the Government of India, and a fuarther communication will be
addressed to me in due course. I regret that five months passed away, but
nothing bas yet been known as to the intention of the Government with
regard to the suggestion made in my letters dated 23rd August, 10th September,
12th Qctober and 8thA November, 1906.

I will be much obliged if you will please let me know whether the
Gavernment intends to take any action in the matter represented in my lettera
above referred ta.

Office memorandum no. 974, dated the 23rd April 1907.

In reply to his letter dated the 256th March 1207, Babu Kamakhya Mohan
Banarji is referred to the Home Department office memorandum no. 2451,
dated the 23th October 1806, and is informed that orders on bis representation
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regarding the removal of the inscription tablets from the Metcalfe Hall build-
ing have not yet been passed. As soon as orders are passed they will be
communicated to him.

G. FELL,
Deputy Secretary lo the Government of India,
Home Depariment.
To
Babu Kamakbya Mohaun Banarji,
Barisha Post Office, 24 Parganas.

No. 1799, dated the 2nd August 1907.
From——II. C. SremaTrELD, Hsq., 1.C.8, Officiating Secretary to the Government
) of Bengal, General Lepartment, P :
To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department.

With reference to the correspondence resting with this Government letter
no. £51-T.G.,* dated the 81st May 1907,
regarding certain tablets and an inserip-
tion in the Metcalle Hall, Calcutta, ] am directed to submit, for the informa-
tion of the Government of India, the accompanying copies of a letter from this
Government to the Librariam, Tmperial Library, no. 1863, dated the 21st
Mar-h 1907, and of the reply from the Librarian no, 845, dated the 19th June
1907, and its enclosures. o _ :

9. Tt will be seen that the two new tablets on the gates of the building
which have replaced the old tablets, bear only the words * Imperial Library,”
and give no indication of the origin of the Hall. The hall was built chiefly
frem public subscriptions as a Memorial to 8ir Charles Metcalfe and it secems
to the Lieutenant-Governor of vital importance that this fact shouid be
recorded on tablets to be fixed in the gatepusts g0 as to be read by all persons
entering the building. At the same time His Homnor does not think it
necessary or desirable that these tablets should notify the special action of
Sir O. Metcalfe to celebrate which the ball was erected. This might well be
recorded on a larger tablet to be put up on orin the Hall itself as suggested
heresfter. Sir Andrew Fraser would accordingly propose that a tablet should
be fixed at one or at each of the gates leading to vhe Hall, bearing the follow-
ing inscription :-— N :

« This building was evected as a testimony of respect to 8ir Charles
Theophilus Metcalfe,” al terwards created Baron Metealfe, Member of the
Governor General’s Council 1827—384 Goverpor of Agra 1834—35. Provisional
Governor (General 1835—36. Ple foundation stone was laid with Masonic
Honours on Saturday the 19th December 15£40.”

5. T am at the sime time to invite the attention of the Government of
India to the inseription on the plate laid down with the fiundation stone of
the ILall, as recorded in the extract from the Bengal Hurkaru dated Monday,
TDecember 21lst, 1810, enclosed with the letter from the Librarian, Imperial
Libroary, no. 845, dated 19th June 1907. Thisinseription gives full particulars
of all the circumstances attending the bLuilding of the Ilall and is in itself of
econsiderable interest. It seems to the Lieutenant-Governor a pity that it
should be lost sigkt of, and I am accordingly to suggest for the consideration
of the Government of Iodia tlat the whole inseription on both sides of the
plate should be reproduced on a second tablet ta be afixed to the inner wall
of the building itself. o ’

#(EReply to reminder not printed in Proceedings.)
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No. 1263, dated the 21st March 1907,

From—W. S. Minve, Esq, 1.C.S., Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal,
General Department,
To—The Secretary to the Council of the Imperial Library, Calcutta.

I am directed to forward the accompanying copy of a letter from the
Government of India, Home Department, no. 60, dated the 7th January 1907,
and of the inseription which this Government proposes to recommend for the
memorial tablet to be placed on the eate of the Hare Street Entrance to the
Metcalfe Hall, and to say that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor would
be glad to be informed whether the Council of the Imperial Library agree
generally with the proposals of the Government of India and consider the
proposed inscription appropriate.

2. T am also to request that the year in which the Metcalfe Hall was
erected on its present site may be stated.

No. 845, dated the 19th June 1907.
From—Hanivara Dg, Bsg.,, M.A., Officiating Libravian, Imperial Library,
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, General Department,

I am directed by the Council of this Library to refer to yvour letter
no. 1363, dated the 21st March 1907, relative to the Memorial Tablet which
it is proposed to place on the gate of the Hare Street Entrance to the Metcalfe

Hall.

In reply, I am to forward copies of papers collected by Mr. Claughton the
officer in charge of the records of the Government of India aud to state that
in paragraph 1 of Mr. TFell’s letter no. 60, dafed the 7th January +807.
mention is made of the removal from the Metealfe Hall of two old tablets ana
an inscription, which indicated the origin of the building, while in paragraph
2 of that letter it is stated that the tablets snd ipscription referred to have
been replaced by new ones showing that the building is now occupied by the
Imperial Library. From enquiries made it has been ascertained that the two
tablets removed were inscribed with the words *“ The Calcutta Public Library,
Metcalfe Flall”? and ¢ The Agri-Horticultural Society, Metcalfe Hall’ but
that nothing can be traced to show that there ever was any inscription indi-
cating the origin of the building. ©On the other hand, in lien of the two
tablets removed, two tablets have been placed one at each gate, bearing the
words * Imperial Library.”” There is mo other inscription of any kind in the
building.

I am furtber to state thiat the Council of this Library consider the inscrip-
tion proposed by the Government of Bengal to be inappropriate for the follow-
ing reason. The Metcalfe Hall was erected in commemoration of Sir Charles
Metecalfe’s action in freeing the Press in India from certain restrictions. This
was dove during his provisional tenure of the office of Governor General
{20th March 1835 to 4th DMarch 1836) and not when he was a Member of
o ‘. The inseription proposed is therefore misleading, as it exeludes by
wrplicetion the very period which the Hall was built to commemorate. T am
accordingly to suggest the following inseription in substitution of the one
proposed :—* The foundation stone of this building was laid with masonic
honours on Saturday, the 19t December 1840, as a testimony of respect to
Bir Charles Metcalfe (afterwards by creation Baron Metecalfe) who, on the
15th September 1835, as Governor General of India, released the Press of
India from certain disabilities.

Pub.— Angt. 1007-—Noa. 235—2d4.
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Mural Inscription on the Metcalfe Hall.

History of the Metealfe Hall. LT
val between the departure for England of Lord William

Bentinck and the arrival of Lord Auck-
“ Bongal and Agra Apnaal Guide and Gazet- 1,9 4p India, Sir Charles ’I‘L’*‘s,eophilus
toer” 1841 (Page 62.) Metealfe, then a Member of the Gfo_x}er;or
ral’ ouncil, was appointed provisional Governor General o ndia,
geenf”f?%)fn Egz}th March 182‘2 to .éh‘;;hpl\'ila.reh 183,6’3) and as such on the 15th
September 1835, he liberated the Indian Press’™ It was a great day, and
the people of Caleutta, who were eager to celebrate it, subscribed and erected
a noble building on the bank of the
Kaye's “ Life of Lord Wetealfe ¥ Vol II, Hughly, to conta,inapubiic 1ibrary which
1868, (Pages 166—57.) was called the * Metcalfe Hall *’—in com-
memoration of the great deed of their benefactor, Lord Metealfe. 1t (the
building) was to bear an inscription declaving that the Press of India was
liberated on the 15th September 1835, by 8ir Charles Metcalfe, then Lord
Metealfe, and the bust of the liberator was to be placed in the building.”

2. In the “ Hand-hook of British India,”” page 149, Sticqueler, who was
the first Honorary Secretary to the Calcutta Public Library, says ““in order to
pay a tribute ob gratitude to their benelactor (Lord Mepcalfe, who was

temporary Governor General of India)
Hand-book of British TIndia by J. H. Stoc- )¢ jumerous members of the Calcutta
guoler, 1854, (Page 149.) Community determined to raise a monu-
ment that should perpetuate the recollection of his (Lord Metealfe’s) many
public and private virtues and more particularly signalise the last great act
of his Indo-political life—the emancipation of the Indian Press. In the
interior of the building there is placed a marble bust of Tord Metcaife, which
with an appropriate inscription, intimates the reasons for the erect‘:inn of the
f fall’ and perpetuates the recollection of fhe mapny noble qualivies which
- i . . distinguishec the Indian career of the

Tord Metcalfe 1848 (the year in which he died). worthy peer a3

2. The marble bust of Lord Metealfe was placed in the Metealfe Hall
on the 9th Aprii 1846, on a red granite pillar, which still bears the inscription
“ Tord Metealte, 18467,  The bust only (leaving the pillar there} was removed
to the Victoria Memorial Museum and
pluced on a mahogany stand to which a
brass plate bearing the following inscrip-
ticn, has been attached — Marble bust of Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalfe,

(To the Victoria Memorinl Museum.) Governor of Agra, 1834, presented by

the Government of India.”” The bust

has since been removed to the Government House, and is still there, and it has

been ascertained that it is the sarme marble bust which was in the Metealfe
Jiall since the year 1846,

4. An account of a meeting held in the Tewn Hall by the then sheriff of
Cealentta will be found in the  Calcutta Courier” (a duily newspaper) dated
the 24th August 1836, At this meeting it was proposed that a public subs-
cription be opened for the ervection of a building which should be called the
Dietedle Library and that ou the portico or some other conspicuous part of
the buliding the object of its erection, to wit,~—* In commemoration of the
fresdom of the Indian press having been recognised Ly law under the Gov-
ernment of Sir Charles Theophilus Metcalle’’ should be recorded by a suitable
ingcription. Tt was proposed at the same meeting that either a statue or a
bust should be placed within the building.. Iwv the suhseqguent issues of the
same paper (the Calcutta Courier) various correspondents’ suggested other

¢ During the inter

The Bengal Harlievu of tho 10th Apvil
1546.

1836, 26th nnd Blst August ; 18¢h September; 11€ANS t0 perpetuate the memory of Lord

?)r(}. séh. 7th, 98h snd 29ib October; and 26th  Metealfe, such as, ihe erection of a statue,
puamber. the foundation of scholarships or
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placing of a picture with a mural inscription in letters of gold in some cons-
pienous public building, but all these suggestions or proposals gave way to the
happier conceipt of erecting an edifice, which, while it subserved purposes of
great utility, should by its title, commemorate the worth of the excellent
Lord Metealfe.”

5. Tn the “Bengal Obituary ” 1851, (page 265) it is mentioned that ““a
marble bust of Lord Metealfé may be sesen at the Metealfe Hall with the
following :—Tiord Metcalfe, 1846.”—the year in which Liord Metealfe died. It

B | Gbitaary, 1851, P ) is therefore presumed thsat there was no
engal Glituary, 1851, Page 205, ““mural inscription’’ whatever on the
building. . -

6. In this connection, the “Bengal Harkarn’ of 1839, 1840, 1841, 1842 and
1846 and the  Enclishman” of 1848 (the only papers of that period available
in the Imperial Library) have also been carefully examined and in the “ Bengal
Turkaru ” dated the 21lst December 1840, we find that the foundation stone
of the ¢ Metcalfe Hall”’ was laid by the Masonic Bretiiren on the 19th Decem-
ber 1840, and that a plate with inscriptions on both sides was Inid along with
the foundation stone.” A typed copy of the extract containing the inscription
is put up. But nothing can be traced as regards the “mural inseription 7 in
question. In the ¢ Englishman of the 9th November 1846 the death of
Lord Metealfe was announced and it was noticed that among the many noble

, acts of ILord Metcalfe as provisional

}S:g?g'rd Metoalfe died on the 5th September Governor General of India, thEPD:I.OSt irn-

ortant one was the lileration of the

press from all restrictions. In the “Bengal Hurkaru” of the 15th April 1846,

we find an account of the unveiling ceremony of the bust and the dinner

which followed in honour of Lord Metealfe. But there is no mention of any
kind of inseription on thie building in the above newspapers.

Extraét from the “Bengal Harkarw,”’ dated Moiday, December 21st 1840.
# * ¥ # * * 5
The following is the inseription on the plate laid down with the Founda-

tion stone of the Metcalfe Hall

; In the Reign of
Her most Gracious Majesty Victovia,
And under the Auspices of the Barl of Auckland, Governor General of

India.
The Foundation stone of the Metcalfe Mall, was laid with. Masonic bonors

by Joax Grawnt, Esq,
Provincial Grand Master of Bengal and its Territories, assisted by Janis

Burnes, K.,
Provincial Grand Master of Western India,
W. C. BLACQUIRE, Esq., Past D. P. G. M. Bengal.
Sir BpwarDd Ryaw, Ko, P. G. 8. W.
Major W. Burrron, P. G. J. W,
and a bighly numerous and respectable convocation of the Craft.

On Saturday the ninegeenth day of December in the Fosr o
1840 in the &ra of Masonry 5840.

This edifice was erected as a testimony of respect to Sir Charles Theophilus
Metealfe, who on the 15th day of September in the year of our Lord 1835,
in virtue of his authority as Governor General of India and with a generous,
and enlightened regard for the cause of truth and the interests of mankind,

gave liberty to the Press of India.

These walls will not merely record a name that can never be forgotten ;
but receive and preserve a public library and the museum of the agricultural

207



