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PREFACE

This study is primarily an emphasis on the role
of the black leaders during the period, 1875-1920, with
a view to analyse their respective roles in serving the
cause of the black masses. From the inceptibn of the irns-~
titution of slavery, around 1620, until the outbreak of
the civil war in 1861, one major issue loomed large on
the minds of American social reformers - how to abolish
the institution of slavery from the South? But no sooner
did the slavery come to an end {(in the foi‘m of the 13th
anendment of the U.S. Constitution in 1863) than the isgsue
of removing social, economic and political barriers of
blacks became the major concern of thesé two leaders.
Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois emerged as great
anancipatbrs of their brethrens. They dirécted the moves
ment of the Black masse.é towards realizing their social,’
economic and political objecfives in the whiie society.
They spoke effectively and wrote extensively on behalf

of their prople.

The present dissertation is an attehpt in the inter-

play of societal forces that came to determine the fate
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of Blacks in the latter part of the 19th century as well
as early patt of the 20th century. The racial discrimi-
naéicﬁ\ana'ségregatiOn and seve@alvsugh,other 1ega1 ;ac-
tics on the part of the white-majo:ity_againét Elacks;
assumed new dimensions. . Hence, both of the_B;ack leaders,
 Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois took their res-
pective positions in aeter;ing the racial bias from the

mindsAof”white people,

However,' beth, had their 1imitations in fulfilling
theilr goals. Booker Te Washington gerved the Black cause
at a time when the rigidity of southern whites as well as
~ the racial bias of ﬁhe white, in general, was uppermost.
The period between 1876-1900 witnessed the worst of racial
segregation in the form of lynching, social boycotts, Jim
Crow laws, &u Kiux-Kién énd'sévefal othet modes, of politi-
cal eliminaéions. Booker T, Washington projected his
profile to his canmunity 1n a sober manner. He advised
them not to emulate his white men but to make themselves
indispengable in the white society. Hence he was termed

™ .
as an accogodationist.

On the other hand, W.E.B.' Dubois who emerged as a
great leader at the close of the 19th Century kindled in
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Biacks fhe spirit of PaaaAfziaanismg DuBois was a man who
ient a sense of taeial pxide ta Blacks auxing the early
part af ﬁhe 2o€h GéﬂtUKYa Dunois wag to heébme‘mnch more
raﬁﬁ.eal in his mtellect:ual éispesition bnt the ptesent
aissertatien is eenfined to his tole enly in the firse

ﬁwe decades of the 20th eentuxy.

'S.'he ﬂtat chapte: provi&es a historical sketch of
the Black L@a&ership during the period of slavery. The
references have been made of Black Preachers, Black Abow~
litionists and a few prominent Black ;aeménaiities include
ing Frederiek Douglass.

Chapter 2 deals with Booker T. Washington, his biow
graphical details as well as his ideological stances.
Washington's perception of the Black Movement as also the

major issues emerging therein have been analysed.

Chapter 3 deals with W,E.B. DuBois and his biographis
- eal details. )DuBois' eontribution towards Pan-Africanism
and his iaealagieai predilietions have been analysed. His
role in the Black Movement also remains a hall-mark in

the chapterd



Chapter 4 deals with the similarities and dissimila-~
rif‘jitiés of the two personalities, i.e., W.E.B. DuBole and
Booke# T. Washington. The organizations of the Black Move-
ments have been d iscusgsed as also the activities that they
pursued.

Chaptef 5 feflects the ideological differences
between the twe leaders. However; the chapter does not
go into details fegarding the thecretical aspects of the
ideologies of the two., Various viewpoints of séholars
have been provided to asnalyse efficacy of their pronouns

cements

The last is the conclusion which portrays the sum
total of their contributions to the Black Movement.  An
agssegsment of these two leaders in terms of the impact
that they left behind, has been focusged.

The methodology adopted in this dissertation is
historiographical and ana‘iyticai: The materials canéuited
are chiefly secondagy source materials but some primaty
sources like the private papers and autobiographies have
been consulted. For this purpose, the material available’
at the American Studies Research Center Library at Hyderaw
bad have been of gz‘ea{: heip. Besides, the American Center
Library, New Delhi, Jawaharlal Nehru Univergity, the Indian



Council of World Affairs, New ﬂelhi." Social Science Docue
nmentdtion Centre, New Delﬁi{'centraiwbibraty; Delhi Unive
ersity have also been of immense help in carrying out this

work. -

| ‘Th:’l_s ai s_saxtationhas been carried out under the

gupetvigion of Dr. R.P. Kaushik, Associate Professor in
Ameridan Studies, School of International Studieg, Jawahar-
lal Nehru University. I am deeply grateful to him fof his
invaluable help, constant guidance and encou‘rageneﬁt at
every stage of my work. It was his patience and ingpira
tion which "heiped me to complete this dissertation. I am
algo thankful to Prof. M.S. Venkataramani for his enc;ou-ﬁa- ’

gement in my work..

I;a‘sﬁggy. I wo_uié 1ike .to express iny deepest grati-
tude to members of my family, especially my pa'teﬁts‘,* who
'have heipedi in numerous ways to sustain me in my efforts
to biing the work to its conclusion. ,
Qnohs Lo,
¥New Delnt ' ANURADHA ARYAN
28 September, 1983 |
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Chapter - I

INTRODUCTION

The issue of Black lLeadership in the United States
has long been a subject of controversy among historians. .
They ared ivided in laying their emphasis on the types of
leadership available in the ante-belium and the post<bellum
periodsy as also the role that the Black Leaders played in
the nineteenth and twentieth senturies.) In reeent yearg the
historiography ¢n this subject hag brought out notable di-
mens>ions? Some have tended to believe that there has always
been a two-fold approach of Blacks in fedeeming their pogi-
tion 4dn the United Stateg. The dichotomy of this approach
is besgt :aptéséntéa by the trends of "assimilation” and
"alienation®’) The ones who stood for assimilation fegarded
that America was the place where they could eventually .
resolve thelr c¢risis by asgimilating in it, On the other
hand;' thoge who advecated that there was little that they
muia achieve while being iﬁ the white man's world and the
nltimate solution léy in going back to Afpica. B-oth- the
app:oaéhéé had their fol lqwingé in a ¢continual fashion.

However, none was supreme over the other.



No matter what labels ¢ne applies to des,cribﬁ'tiae
advocates of these trends, the note of protest underlay
theiif zespeetﬁ.va appmachem Stme have been c¢alled agco-
madationists and bthem as militants. Naf:han I. H‘ugg&ns
tiies to aescriha the 1eaaem who have been auatamarily '
aestztibed as awm:nodaticnista, as "emblaaai:ie'.l The
authai: emghasizes i:heir éepmaencc on the whites whe reabg-
nized them as anb}.ems. Those leaders whm we aaanaiate -
with npen pmtest have been identiﬂed as tefomet/. These
protest leaaets were apostles caf an inte:»«-rmiai refam ) |
movement. " “The werpwering c@naﬁxictmns at the hnerican
easte systea“ ' Huggins argues,‘ "éivetted both types of 1ea-
&ership Em any efﬁart to mcbilise thé black masses alﬁng
z’acial 1i.nes“ 2 Another h!.stoxian aalls Regza 1eadez:sh1p as

an *issve xeaderéhip 3 bue to the absence of strong insti=
tahional basesi‘ these Neg:aes, who with great intensity |
‘called upen for zaae aévanemént. were depezadent upoﬁ popu-
laf appmval cf theix handlmg of issuea of rar:e advance»

.menﬁ *

LT T

1) Na!:han Irwin Huggins "Afté—ﬂmari@aua“ 5 m John
S gh&ﬂp ﬁo Sl ic Léad ship in Nnet&éa, ‘ m
a'ohn Kepkina Univ. Press, atumore & London,’ 1978) .

2y ;9 .




Despite differences of class and culture, Blascks
were vieved by.i?miteé as a monclith and, for prééﬁc:g!_pﬁra
poses, outs’iae'_ the body péiitiez.‘ i@egr_:a leaﬁem mi-;gtxt be
perzons of natablé mi.evan\ém.; tegpacf..ﬁ and- reputation who
could be Aundg:a‘mé to speak for the race. Lacking ﬁééha-
nism for popular choice, such people simply "x_aaé o thé-
top” .“? A Elvaakv hlea&erahip was not expected to rise £rom
the people or Weﬂ selected and sugﬁainaé by them .

‘Examining the ‘;‘ieadei:'ship in the South, ladd, says
that the dominant form of Negro leadership in the South
fxom the end of Reconstruction to World War IT has been
deserived as "Uncle-Tome-ism®, as “conservative® or “scco-
mnodating® 1ea&efships. The "Uncle Ton" was a leadey w-
or a decision-maker, because the White comnunity, designated
hin 8 lesder and supported his decision. This was the king
of political leadersghip that exigted, based on the mpmrt,
end senctions of a dominant outgroups

while Gunnar Myxdal foundy; Wegre leadership as always
xalatéa to thé'patt:ém of race relation in the United states,

o)

4 | H!xfggma; n. 1, p. 98,
54 tsdd, n. 3, p. 115,



both with xr‘e,Spéc»t to time and pace, Others like Guy B.
Johnsgon ﬁhaZacterizeavHegra leadership as “gradualist“ and

“revolutionary“;s

The references like moderate, militant, conservative,
radical, should be judged in a particﬁlaf historical cone
text, They are a reflection of the popular poIEmicai enve
ironment. Hence, the labels thus applied may not be an
adequate expression of the leadersﬁip that could best he
understood in the context of their stated goals. It is
quite possible, therefore, to eonclude that for either
group to succeed some very radical changes were necessary
in the American soclety. One would agree with Charles V.

_ Hamilton'$()view that, ./, any black political action that
gets out to ovmrcome white racist exploitative practices in
this country hag to be, by definition, out to effect some
very drastic = radical - changes in the society”. 7
éistoricai,éaekgreund 3

When judged in the ‘'leaderwhip context®, the crusade

6. <3uy B. Johnson, "Negro Raqial Movements and Leader
8hip 4in the United States", American Journal of
Sociology, XLII, {(July 1037 = May 1938), pp. 65-69.

7. See Inttoduction Charles V., Hamilton, The Black
Experi in American Politicg (New 'E’Ze—_tk,—_l'@&m .




againgt slavery was the moszt important and revolutionary

wave of reform in the United States. Although, the Whites
had a gréatv&eal to champion the cause of abolition of slavery
from the early part of the 19thvcertury, the Blacks did not
lag behind in such & venture. The times were different; ‘
rescurces at their hands were meagre and only a small nume-

ber had the opportunity to_ds g0. Nevertheless, the crusade
continually swept a number of such Negroes who had the
avenues open to them. The Black man realized that Fhe

alone would have to fight for his cause, i.e. the abolition

ef slavery.

The establishment of separate houses of worship fbr‘
Negroes, gave them an unusual opportunity to develop leader-
ghip., Cut off as they were from participation in the poli-
tical life of the community and enjoying cﬁly a very limited
amount of educational opportunitiesg, their religious insti-
tutions served as a training ground for many types of

| activities.

yany of the Negrqleaders in thig crusade wére
fermer glaves and they contributed significantly to the
platform that was engaged to the advocacy of theiy libera-

tion. They marvelled their audience with the eloguence of



their specches, despite their innate handicaps in fnglieh
iangaiagev and ﬁ:eiﬁeupteséim_ Thay gought 1n§egxatm
into the political, sociel and economic 1ife of the natien,
They tiled to achieve status in cvolving Amerdcan civilie

zation,®

Whén the abolitionists began thelr ficht against
glavery the planters betame more canéiﬁua’ with regam to
Negro religlous activities and undertook to eontrol them.
In Worthern cormunities the opportunities for Negrces te
gecure education widened during the 18th century. The
Black abolitionists were cetting invelved in a debate vhe-
ther the free Negroes should seek a plocect fraedom for
themselves in West Africa.’ The incident relates to late
Januagy in 1817, ‘“he lesders present on this occasion,
debdting the above fssue were the three prominent black
leaders, James Forten, Ruﬁsél*!. Parrott and Absalom Jonese
Thore were quite & fow cilergymen who aﬁ;tmaea the meeting,
John Gloucester of the African Presbyterian Church was also
presentsy A goclety to this effect, by the name, Mnericen

B, For details cameming the role that the Blaek
progchers played, see J.H, Franklin, Erom 8! 3
to Preedom, (New York 1567), pp. 162-165,

9, Benjanin Quarles, - {oxford Univ.
Press, london, 1968), pp.




g had already been founded. The objective of

theociety was to rehabilitate free Negroes in West Africa.
"x*hej proposition was mooted but did not gét through, The
abolitioniats 414 not want to leave their slave brethren in
luxch and separate themgelves by ‘settiinq down in Afxica,

The sttempts made thug refilected thelr desire to
geek redress from slavery rather than excilsment from
America. They petitioned to the state and the federal
govetnments to put an mﬁ to the slave trade and to smbark
upcn a pmgx'an of gencral emanicipation. The follow up of
such activities continued to aqrip tha attention of Blaahﬁ
m:ga iﬁaﬁi@ng like the Froee Lety of Philst
phﬁ.a wﬁitﬂi pasaed resolutions for the abalitim of .
glava’ys '

The mﬁple: who supported such a move of c:aimiz’sation
- and c:_t&r,afs tho buttressed their policy were put to 3 consi-
derable harracsment, The difforences between those for |
colonizations mi others opposed Lo 4t wore éhatply dafined
in their approsches too. The religious orieatation end

thelr raligionit y brought a mild,' moderate and sonciliatory

10. Js Hope Franklin, n, 8, ». 250,



tone which was particularly prevalent among the Southern
Abolitionists ({pro-colenizers). While aven among the
Southern Abolitionists, there were some who took a militant
approach and defled vehemently any logic that fto_l,erated
glavery and ite escape in the form of seeking colonization.

Another significant erusade that is a pubject of
great academie interest, in this regard, is the rebellious
sotivities of the free Black crusaders who lost their lives
in the process of redeening their vow to seek libepation.
Chief among them are the Denmark Vessey revolt, Gabriel
Plot and Nat Turner's Revolt. These represented early
types of pure protest 193&@:9.’*1 Thoy showed a certain
sense of desperation on their part to rip off the fabric
of this evil social institution.

These isolated ineidents were not related to any

~ organigational setivities. Hence they do not constitute,
strietly speaking, part of the Abolition Movenent that was
stoered by the Blacks in one form or the other., One ghould
not f£ail to tribute these small number of people, Who were

11




ciroumvented by forces around them,' and yet contributed sig-
nificantly towards the uplift of their race. The reﬁiﬁiit
and success of such effort need not obliterate the judge.
ment of a histerian in not paying adequate tribute to thelr
‘geal and passion with which they worked towards helping
thely brethren. The sgituation that confronted the Blacks
in the United States in the ante-bellum period was an exte
reméiy difficult and complex one. The Blacks never accepted
the fact of their enslavement willingly, of easilys Herbert
Aptheku and others have }aﬂcmnénﬁéa the many slave revolts
that otcured in the history of Black QEWIZ"E!M& in the United
S 15 apparent ‘that the Black leadership that
7existed dnting ﬁhis pexied had taken oognizance of its
iimitations and realized the f&tizity af any_azmeﬂ &nsnxte¢

:‘Stateao

eﬁﬂ.‘m? The uniform expousal of some form of Black nationae
' 1!‘.5::1 by Black lesders like Martin Delsny,’ ﬁenzir Highland
Gainet,’ 3 Molly and Frederick Douglassj' seem to be a
V'f&acisieﬁ*t@ the events of "-ffh'e times) |

m was not, hwevet, until 1830'8 and a deeaﬂe iater
that: a graat fﬂlip wag i:eceived by the Blaaks m theix

: E

| 12) Harbert Apthekaxu Aneric yo 8 j7; Revolts,
o (Néw‘ferk, 1974 194377, R



erusade against slavery, The Black Abolitionists were soon
joined by a host of White Abelitionists. THe Whites stte.
mpted hereafter to channelise their support which £itfully
eonjoined with the sspiretions of the Blacks. A very
interesting reference on the Negro sboliticmists which &
.:H;Leh@la: cannot aﬁﬂs‘:ﬂ@ te lgném ig Hexbort Apthekar,’ g

‘ M (z:ew Yuﬂ:. 1981) Apthekar has brought opt the relee
 yant source materisls to provide an insicht to the readers
on the sctivities and achievements of such Black abolition-
| isi:sé‘ Bqually significant is the collestion of orations of
' eha greae slaek pimear orators in Carter Y. Woodstm, od.)
Neqro Orators end thelr Orations (Waghington,' 1028).1% an
tﬁesé m&teriala &o mﬁlcata 8 great deal of uneasinass that

oxisted among slaves and the ways they reacted to this
inﬂti&%i@ﬁc

Ia sepmm:. 1329, aavm naxker:‘
itizeny : orld egpeared It was m& aﬁ the

13. %e gene:al vorksd’) on this period ineluﬁﬁa Jamea C.
. ’ Cuftis md Wls ild Gﬂuid. Q&Bi. ’k'-‘h ) 4 1 ‘.‘, To{zd
- mer i I ﬂ..x_t ol I P LN REN (m m 1 79 1< ‘

t‘ms&h F‘ Revolution mm YQ!‘&: 1963)} &ﬂé

mgmau.smmu,.n , :

*td .'4 Sl South P WRIELS R el 132

Y@:’ko 1968) ,

¥




must vigcrtms demmziat&ms of slavery mér tn be pﬂﬁtea in
the United smma.“ David Walker was & Black who had

émled ém in Basﬁon. In hﬂ.a appaal he had a.asued a wat#
niﬂg to the White Ame:iéams in the form of a pamphlet .in |
Which,hg”aaia that it was high time for ﬁxe whitemen that
they gdt_: rid of their sins af keeping _Iiégroeg in bondage.
His wéxz;s had mga‘iatéeﬁect on North Carolina and Georgias
which enacted laws to prohibit the circulation of such infla-
mmatoxy maﬁe:.taim The macka 'haa begun feeling the impact |
of it. Row it wag v,:avm’,lv.y'_i with the passage of a few yeér& that
tha maﬁka and whifé goon got #o thoroughly involved in the
abalitim af alavexy that the hnpartance of the White Libexw
terian. eaﬂeﬁ by the ﬁynan!.c personality af Willdem Llaya
@arxigom %:annpg be separated and nndetestimateﬂ;

‘Around this period, the Abolitionist Movement had
dipped to a low key, "It was at this time®, reports louis
Ruchames,’ "That ¥illiam Lloyd Garrison a;i:pear:ed on the scene
with a revolutionary philosophy®. He challenged every basic
assumption of the eﬁistmg anti—-slaveft;? mietieéa‘ He uilt
’“new foundt iong, ana created a8 movement which ultimately
brought about t’ne éastzuatim of alaw:ry" 15 Gérrism was.

14. mg Hope smkm, ne B, pe 243,
15, 339 3“"‘?’5&“':%0!!: Iseuis Ruchmea. The Abolitionistas




thus, regarded “the mastermind of the great revolution®.
various types of activities begun rebounding as a result of
Garrimon's £11lip to the m%. On & aanua:y 1832, the
Jew England Anti.Slsvery Society was formed) Its constie
tution was avowed to the principle of immediate smancipa-
tion, Volces wére heared in favour of forming a national
enti.slavery organication shich should be based on the pri-
neiple of immediate; unconditional emancipatien.l®

Thin showeldl a new direction to the Slacks in @ﬁjﬁﬁg? to
attain political, and socisl recognition of the cause, The
funds wers ralsed by such organizations and donations) no
matter how small in amount, continued to flov In, Among

ar s of the Black Abolitionists, Prederick
Douglass was the most influential of the former slaves.
bDouglass had escoped from slavery £fom his master in
Magyland in 1838. He sottled down in New Bedford, Maos-
achugetts, In 1841, he begcams an sgent of tha Mascachusetty
Anti-Slavery Society and lectuved in the north of the United
States as well as in Pngland, Douglass® 1ife was a moral
crusade for the sbolition of slavery and racial discrimine.
tion. He gtood for the attsirment of ¢ivil and political




rights and tqaauty efore tha law, as alsp for tha ms&-
muat&m of ﬁﬁgﬁmﬁ ﬁma ﬁne mmam aaei@typw "

t.hezse m&&ms way thelr @mm affort townrde politie
cal froefon s mnly clevation in the attatument of a high
mm of eivilized achiovenmt whiich they thought tho Negro
had no epportunity €o puraue in their comtey,’® rrefiestex
Douglans was & 1ifelong ensoy of colonication schenes of,
both ‘%&t@‘a as well as that of the Negroes, As asmmim
slavery, emigrationisn, in his m was simply an evas
sion of m problem, for one chould strile at an. m,j'é stice
in the p‘;m mre it mﬂtea

Douglass’ mfum& to serept the fact of color pres
Julies in general s nstural and hence, permsnent, He
boldly deslared that the Negro conid de politicslly ssadnis
1eted ma;' indesd, would have to be 1f the republic were not

e

Rudwick, ed,, A ong

* % iy it Rt o4 Press, 1996); ’ﬁ; 4

18,
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to degtroy its principles. He refused to accept that justice
for the Negro. His political assimilation requires his bio-
logical amalgamation.t® g 3¢ important to understand what
is meant by assimilatien. In go far as assimilstion is the
acquisition of cultural, moral and political standards oad
habits,’ 4t is a learning, not a biological process. Accorde
ing to Douglase, assimilation was not simply a matter of
legal or political justice but entalled the elevation of

the Negro. He was not against racial intermarriage. Accorde
iy to him, such a thing wsuld lead to the absorption of the
Negro, theoretically and practically his goal was to affimm
the irrelevance to public policy of swh theaxetzcax roflow
ations about i:he fntuxe.m

Douglass’was & middle-class orientation toward the
golution of the problems facing Amerlcem Negroes., The solue
tion to race problems, he said, "... lay in g sincere effort
to apply the moral principles upon vhich the Republie was
foundea” .2} 1n his 1848 article, "Whet are the @olored
People Doing for 'fﬁanselvea”. he éegerted & theais that

19.  Ibid,)' ps 7
20. Anid, p. 8
214 Meier and Rudwick, n. 17, p. 95
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later became the basis of a controversy betwee‘n Booker T.
Washington and W.E.B. DuBois. The question was whether the
elevation of the Negro would take place threugh the creéation
of a digtinguishied elite or whether it required a general -
change in thé“Pésple as a whole.' Douglass cpted for the
latter. Dcu‘gga;%g: intereat in the welfare of the Negro

Ied him to becane an advocate of iq&u‘stxial elucation. He
opposed Jim czmﬁ wherever it appeared. To him, the stru-
ggle of the Q‘eoi,ézed maz; was _é cause;0f the larger human

struggle." : ) n

- The Marxigt-oriented historiamn, Philip S. Fener,
viewed Douglass as the persoaifaaﬁian;qﬁ-thavstzuggle
against evils inherent in the American Society of his day.
?Qné,“zi‘ piace,s' him in a c:.}sass}?i he feserves only for Jefforson
and Lincolnd | -

Douglass' public career during the abolitionist pexiod
may be divided into ﬁﬂ§ parﬁs; the 1840s when he followed the |
moral suasion tactics of the '&‘fzzis‘éniansgi. and the 18503
when he espoused the cause of political sbolition. August
Meier has doue a cage ,_,study of the kind o's ‘'Negro protest led
by ,Dt?uglaisa.?? In ‘th;is article Meier points out that from

22.‘ - mgns:t Meler, “Frederick Douglass' Vision forAmericay
A Case Study in the 19%th Century Negro Protest",
g‘gpn:bushed in Quarles, ed., Black Abolitionistg,
Red » |



18851 onwerds, agitation for political rights and stress
upon the value of gammx' aetivity bééana one of the m;t
impartant themes in Do&glass' thinking. In the years ﬁrm
the ﬁtmnémg of w to the eleetioa of nincoln)
De:ugiasa‘ ‘Programme for the advancement of free Negroes
amﬁisted of three gxincipal elementss a major emphasis

on pmtest and citizanahip rights, ad secondary taaphasis
on seif-shelp. race priae and racial soudarity on the one

hana, and mmm.{a develement on the othet.

It iz very signiﬁcmﬁ to note that agver a generae
tion before irﬁuati ral eﬁucation becama a major plank in
Bmker Te Washingtona pitatﬁam. argquments almost identical
to these had 'been utilized by Frederick bouglass. Douglass
mphaamea_ ttaiamg for the trades over education for the
learned professions. For Douglass, the asquisition of moree
lity and property was & supplement instrument in the struggle
for equal rights. The gimilairty between these two great
leaders ¢an also be seen, while spesking at the 13th annie
veraary meeting of the American Anti.Slavery Society !my
December 1868, Douglass suggested, “the question is: Can the
white and colored peoples of this country be blended into
a8 ¢éommon. naﬁionality,".‘_n”aa Both bagically had a middle-

23,  Meler & m&g@mk. n. 17, p. 15.



tlase orientation towards the solution of the problems

facing American Negroes.

: . bouglass é’ti& i{u_at gqnﬁne his activities to kne;i:ma
alone, He went sbroad and solicited the support for his

cause,) The object of publishing his famous journal was:

- vest0 attatk Slavety in all its forms and aspects;
advorcate 'universal Emaneipation'; promote the. Moral
and Intellectual Improvement of the COLOURED PEOPLE}
and hagten the day of FREEDOM to the Thee Millions
of our “Ens?.aved feliw countzy:nen.24

:}'Jeugiasjs made the Abelition novemenﬁ hig primary
mission. To thet extent,' he can be called a glant ameng
his contemporaries.’ The Blacks aextainly made great
strides in their movement. The constitutin ai, political
and social challenges from the White Society were far too
stupendous’ The Black problem was resolved only by the
eivil War. | - |

Gne would agree with August Meier when he wiites,
#In short, during his last years,' 'Douglass was "t:he protest
and ass&nilaﬁienis’t leader epitcxﬁiﬁé&"ggs |

(NEW YQl'ko 1950"1975 . Vﬂlo 5 pe. 69,
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28, &£ X «-Meler ni7, p. 23
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Chaptef - 31

| 1 . .
*Js.the man who bore the lashes®, Booker T. Washington




Chapter - IX

The Black history in America is full of its herees/

The names that figuré during the period of slavery are num-
erous as discussed earlier. 2Among a few leading ones,’ Booker
7% Washingten has been a unique personality, He was born in
1856 on a plantatien in Vif@iﬁia.‘ The Censts Report of 1860
gives the yeayx of Washington's birth as 1851’6;..1 The details
furnished in this regard muggest that his mother who wag a

- slave worked in the family of her master,’ galled James
Burroughsi She was in the cumtedy of her master, James
Burrough$ when Booker TJ Washingten was born.

Then came the tumultucus years of the Civil War
(1861-1865). By the famous proclamation of 1863;' Abraham
Lincoln made the historic decision to set all slaves freel
R ‘

1 Aecbré:lng to the 1860 ¢engus, Washington's year af
birth 1is 1886; though in hia autabiegraphy he gives;
1858 or 1859"as his birth year.) No date is mentioned,
génms Rgpagt taken f£rom Louis R. Hatlan. ety al.,

_Papers, Voll 2 (Univ. of
1llinols Press, Utbana, 1973), pe 3.




Booker T, Washington and his mother, 8s the staey coes,
were called to the "big houge® by their magter, Burroughs
and they were told that they were free and were no more

glaves,

 Washington recalls in his sutoblographys “This act
wag halled with joy by all the glaves, but it threvw o Creme
endous responsibility upoh my mother, as well as upon the
other slaves" ;’2' Hereafter, they were supposed to lesd their
1ives indepsndently. There was nobody to provide them the
bagic necessities of 1ife. Nor were they skilled in any
profession. Washingbon confessess “Although I was born a
slavas, I wag too young o exparierice much of its harde
ship®,? wWashington patd & compliment to his master when he
said that his owners were "not go cruel as were many others®,

‘After the Declaration of the Emancipation Proclamg-
tion, Negroes wanted to change their names and leave the
 plantations of the South s that they felt sure that they
were free. During the 187's, his mother left South Virginia

2. Booker T, Washington, The Story of ¥
(Jc!:. Nichols & Co., 1. Pe 13
reprinted in The B ¢ T, Washir
!l &h W Haﬁl&fi,
1572) .
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and went o ﬁaiﬁéﬁ» county in West vtﬁrgiaiag | There she
married a man Rnown as Washinfon Ferguson.

Booker's inquisitiveness as a slave child was immensey
He had no aceess to School, but he always carried the books
of his master's children as an attendent., He was not allowed
to enter the School as he,w_éa a slave child. But he learnt
-8 good deal at the doorsteps @f the School, while he awsited
for hie Master's dhildrm,' This 15. hw he gradually devew
1oped an inteiest. in reading and writing. vHsLs curogity did
not stop here. Working in the salt industry with his step
£ather, ap;rkax@pntmﬁea hip intense desire to leam ¢o
x_eaaj' His mother who had a deep impact on him provided
him w;th lessons in virtue of thrift,’ she managed to get
hold of a book for his son. She continued to aid him fully
snd hélpeﬂ him fulfill his eaua'atmna:. amiition.

2t yas &zﬁng this t!me that & school was opened for
tha colered children in the village., Booker wag admitted
to thig scheol. A black man, called ﬁuiiam Davig becams
Bookex 8 fizgt toacher. 'z'his schwiwas owned by the freed-
men of the ﬂalden area, ‘I‘hey.evc};veﬂ an ingm%ous ides %o

4.  Booker T, Washington, UP gm Slavery (New York
190%) . E
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pay him the tution fees by & swall subscription which each

ganily would contribute menthly, He would eat and sleep
one day with one family and the next with aﬁathéé;s Iin
1867, Davis felt that the bla_aek sehmia m the Malden area,
me not well ,réc;es.ve& vby‘ t’hé whites, w‘h&mae tﬁe E"ree&men ':‘s
éuréﬁu ie“ménraéed them, It is the same 5&1@@1 -abouk wmch |

Washingtcm mantions in ‘his antabiogzaphy, Up_£xor mw 9'4

but dbes mt: mention his tear:her's nam@.& He could mt
aantiﬁue xegu lazly attmaing the scml for ’too 1zmg. &amea
how, he wag ahle to managa with seme eﬁucation studyiag at )
night anﬁ on Stmﬁays. _ Then one day, he heard abmxt a great
B&h@ol fm: ﬁaigmﬂ pe@ple sanwheéé in Virg‘inia. | mﬂmut
haw.ng aﬂy kncwledge ahcnt i, he decided tc ga to the
Hmpt:cm Nomal and Agricuztuml Ingtit:ute m vizginia.

| For about a year or little more, Boak'er had to work
&g & haus&—bay in the famny of Ganerai Lewis Rufﬁner, the
bwrter af the saltafumace aﬁ& eoal-mine. Mzs. Rnffaem _
T-mawn f’or hez' stfictz behavmur. soan becane ene of MB best

5e _ :‘zetaua abont t'he schoel have been t:aken fm,
' Hﬂriaﬁ. ﬁtzp alof ﬂtlo EPe 17‘&*184 '
6.  Booker TV Washington,' n.. 4, P. 36 -
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friends. Here too, Botker 81d not leave sny moment to keep
_ up with yhatever little he could grasp, even though the
opportunity came at nicght. He reecelved full encouragement
of Mre, Ruffner to get education, In thefall of 1872,
Booker decided to leave for Hampton,

Hmwex: unwiliing,' Booker's mother was to part with

~ het gon. She gave her econzent to his decision to o to
Hampton. In hie journey f.tm Mélden to Hampton, Bosker
realized the subtloties of the racial difference being pra-
cticed by the Whites tovard his race. After resching Hempton
Institute, Booker presented himself, with all his humble
background, to the Lady Principal, Miss Mary F.Wackie.
She asked BSooker to clean 8 xoom snd slso agked some ques-
tione., After clearing his "sweeping examination®, | Booker |
was given admission in the Hampton Institute. The diffi~
culties that he faced in his bayhea& made Bookexr & man with
stole courage and a determined person in the pursﬁit of hig
ambition. He was algo influenced by General Samuel C.
Armstrong, who guided him at m:efy step uhtil hig death in
1%3; | :Gen@x‘al Axmstrong was the Principal at the Humpton
Institute, It wae he who helpad Booker, & great deal,

]

79 Harlan, et, al, n. 1, p. 21,



morally and spiritually. While giving due credit to Genw
eral v#ma!;fang?a influence, Booker says that, “"He was & man
who éiculd not Qgﬁum forx ajn,ﬂ;ﬂuté-hypo&;iay '61? want of
truth in eny one. This moral leasson he impressed upon
every one who cane in contact with him®, 9 Booker inherited
this iﬁea of General's mcial fph&lcsophy as the guﬁing
ptimi@&e of his mfaa

Nathane lord who mﬂuenceﬁ Booker as & teachex
begides the other great personslities, was the most helpful
lady whom Booker respected, He attended her Sunday~school
classes and studied tha Bible under hez Srection., She also
taught him the art of public gpeaking and later helped him
prepare his post graduate oration - "‘;‘he ?;Efce T)faaﬁgjiﬁﬁ"
at the 1879 Hempton Commencement. The ad¥antages of indugs
trial efucation and the ideas of puritan values wete also
stressed by Miss tord. Throughout her eagser she gave Bookar
frank and cogent advice and encouraged him to continue the
Hampton approach to educational mnd smia,_’l, philosophy,

' Byen when fooker left the School, he owed sixteen
dollars to the institution, This clearly showed the diffi.
cultieg ‘he foced in financing his eﬂueatian.




The self-less regard for human values by his teachers
at Hanmpton made & aeeg impact on Booker T. Waghingtons The
Protestant virtuess "industry, rugality, ¢cleanlinens, tempe
erance, order, decorum and punctuality, became the virtues
of his life too® e,.‘!9 This kind of education mentally prepared
Waéhingtoﬁ to function within the existing social @yéﬁéﬁ a
trait that was o go & long way in his iife. The swccess
that one could attribute to him was in his sbility to make
the most cﬁt of the prevailing social éﬁh@sg

Yoo I repeat for emphasis that any work looking
towards the permanent improvement of the Négro South
must have for one of ity aims the #itting of h,»im'

toe live friendly and peacaabiy with his white neigh-
ors bith socially and politically,l®

- Hiz was the schooling which was somewhat limited
in the sontext of 1ts pragnatism where even the smallest
guccens and achievement became his objective. But it was
a training thet knew no limity to challenges in iifes

99 Hai'ien. et, al., nn, 1, Pe xxvi.

10. *The Bducational Outlock in the Sauth“ hy Baoker T,
Washingtm » in Hawazd Br:otz. ed., | : : 1 and

~ Fublishers, Wew York, 1566), p. 353‘



| After having enperimented with sther caresrs, for

sovexal yesrs, including politice mnd the Baptist Ministry,
Booker returned to Hampton tn 1879 as & teacher and a dorw
mitory supervisor when he helped the students community a
great deal. 4

“Tn May 1881, Gen, Arnﬁatrmg xaaeiirea a letter from
a gentleman in Alabama asking him to récommend a person who
could take charge of a school vhich was %o be set up for
the colored pecple, in the little tuon of Tuskegee. Booker
T. Washington became the obvidus neme to Samuel Amsgtrong.
The authoritics agreed, after a slight hisitation in app-
ointing & eoloured toscher., Tuskeges was a town which was
well known ag the Black Belt of the South, In this county
the whites ware outnumberéd by the Blacks. Scnske: founded
the Tugkegee Notmal and Indugtrial Institute on the Hampton
modeld To pregide over the Tuskegge Institute, wa-sm.ngm
had to combine ell of his abllity as a shrewd politician and
a preacher. | |

| _ chker Ty Washington took with him to Tuskegee not |
miﬁr eéﬁﬁéﬂmal methods but also. the basic assumptions
raga?:ding the Heogro race in America. Since he had an
intimate knowledge of .hia ovn race, he did not regard thet
emancipation brought the millennium, and that the frecdmen



could n@ﬁ get a position of equality. He found to his
dismay that the Negroes in America tended to believe as
did the whites, that a Negro was inferior in his cultural,
social snd economic heritage. Washington wanted to stem
such a feeling of inferiority among his brethxm‘ He felt
that unleéss a Negro feels innately confident about hinsgel¥,
he camot face the white world. This plan called for a
long«phased orientation. Washington felt that too much
emphasis was being laid on the importance of securing the
political rights and getting the Blacks on voting lists and
their holding political offices. He, instead, wanted to
prepare them for the higheat qualities of eitizensghip,

The Negro must prove his worth, became the adwcacy
of Washington. That he should ‘prave worthy of his freedom
became his focus. His shorteemings could be remedied through
eflucation. The acoomplistment in the realm of education
would require much more than a mere academic training. A
systematic method of education was to be imparted., After
he had made his foundations secure, could he think of “cule
tural® trainz.ngg Lemx ning how to make a living was much
more necessary than learning to enjoy life, Hig strategy
wag to gain more for his cause by praising the virtues of



the 'méﬁ éeautﬁ than by émamnmg iﬁs faults. The school
was transformed fxom en "experiment” into "an established
fact® &uring the next fifteen year_s.u This was indeed a
remarkable sﬁﬁcéaa of waahinéwn‘a strategy.

At Tuskegee, lessons in self-help and gelf-reliance
wore given to all the stuﬂmm.‘ They p:acti'cauy had te do
everything that they needed in their everyday life - fram
£illing their land to erecting their owm buildings. Relats
ing to the importance of being selfereliant, Washington
said, “The i{ndividual who cen do something that the world
wants done, will in the end, make his way regerdless of

his ':raeeg‘*m

To fight off his critics and to retain his power,
however, Washington showed a different personality. He
felt the need to assume a @eextm public role no matter
what he himself believed in., Any action that might offend
the whites, Washington tried to do it clandestinely. Dure
ing the period of 1880%s and 1890°s he had to face several
.political and economic challenges. | '

i1. Samuel R, Spencer, JL,,
- Boro ce in Amerie

12:0 Washxﬂgmna‘ Ne 1' Pe XXV,



xt haé uguany been saggested that the czvﬁ.l War
wag faught for the iiberatian of Blecks £rom tfhe human
bondage, &nd the amnstmgtm that; followed after the war,
B:ef,a & great aeél‘ fsf promise for Blacks to resﬁa:e thempelves,
economically, politically and soeially, But very little
improvement vas disceffible either in the economic or in
the gocial status of the Blacks at the end of Reconstruction,
Moreover, whatever political gains they had achieved were
taken away hy the vindictive attitudes of some of the sou-
thern terrorist soclieties, fampous among them beding,’ the
Ku Kluw Klan (KRRK).

'H@Wévez,’* ixi the fleld bf education gome progress was
made. Many schools were ctarted at that time and iﬁ was
hoped that Negroes would make some progress through educam
tion. To escape from the indignities imposed by the southern
whitemen, the Negroes viewed education &s a means to escape
. thelr .inhumaﬁ&ty;

‘Many church organizations tired to help the Negroes.

The gph&lmmropists too contributed substantially in improve
ing Ehé“status of the Negro. But education brought many



pwmms for the &egraes. Many people felt that the au&ciaas
or fa:l}.ure of the ﬁegm in afjusting himself éepenﬁe& on the
type oﬁ emat:&an, ‘he wag expaseﬂ to, |

The role of Booker T. Waahingten in the hﬁs’tﬁty of
mmericen education and of race relationg] infact, is the most
significont one. The years that Washington fspént at Hampe
ton Instibtute brought about transformation of his life and
thought, These years at Hampton have also been called as "the
years in vhich he was born again”. Washington found a father
figure in General Samuel C. Ammstrong, his téécﬁer »at thé
School, Amstrong's idea of social philogophy became the
beacon that guided Washington throughout his life. Washing-
ton became the most eloquent exponent of the ideals he
emmciate&: He emphasized on Negro achievements ‘by asquite
fng vocations and gkills, which would in the 104';%3{:)" run be
found »u:seﬁ’ul for the world. |

In 1881, ‘ﬂaahingﬁm went to Tuskegee., He 444 not
£ind any of the squipment to develop an eflucastional instie
tutions He promulgated a two-fold task to secure the negew
ssary resoutces by which he could conduct the school. At
the same time, he felt an urgent need to concillate with
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the white sauth. ‘In his task, Washington regeived full
cooperation of the gtudents,’ They helped in conatrueting
the hnilding.’ They produced and ecooked thelr own food,
Washington wanted to assure the Ssuthern mteis that. ﬁhe |
eddcation of the Negroes would serve the interest of the
South. : S | | S

. . Booker T, Washington saw the effects of such a prow
gramme to his afvantage. He be&ma convinced that he eould
provide & penacea to the deteriorating conditiens in the
South by éz,mtmgx the -giat;zm of the Negre in the cconomie
senge, He eontendef that the hasié of race edvancenent
should be economic and moral rather than political. Eco-
nomic p}é‘aspaﬁty and economie¢ independence wag regarded as
the vital need of the hout. This would, in tuen, make the
Negro accepteble in the white gociety.

The doctrine of "pelfvhelp” was o mixture of trali-
tional Puritan gospel of work and Emersmonien s-elfgr‘a‘liaﬁa@@u
Booker T. Washington presched the dignity of labox, and
emphasized the importange of self-reliance, Waghington
pald that the Negro be, “himgelf, not a second » & thirde

rate imitation of somoona a’lsef‘@“ For the problems of the

13. Semuel R. épenée:,.n:. 11, p. 94,
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Negro could be golved neithér by the Freedmen's Bureau nog
by the federal government. The Negroes coudd mot aven seek
the aid and protection of the northerners.

‘Hooker T. Wachington justified the need for a
p:cgrm of inﬁuattial e&ucatian ofor the hlaaka a8 eariy
as 168& 51 ¢! e

X think that thees distinot advantages may be
¢lalmed for guph &m education: First « under
wise management it alds the student in securing
mental training; gecondly, it teacthes him how
te @arn & 3&%# md, thirdly, :I.t teaclies him
the dignity of laber.'®

Aithmgh waﬁhingtm very rsghtiy ameateﬁ the fact
ﬁhat he wag not the £ivst person to lay streas on industriel
efucation, He gives Napolean Bonaparte the crefit of putte
fng into prastice the idea of combining mental and manual
 training. 16

It has been mofrntaingd that Baokey is secyedited Q@t

154 Hazeiam a8ty 8l., te 1, @9. 191«*920

16, Bward w, rarrism.; “Booker T, waahmgmat A atudy
in Efucational leadersidp, ‘ 1y,
pie %4 (auiy. 1942}, pp. 31347;

3



developing a new theory of educations Bdward W. Farrleon,

an historisn, who has extensnively worked on the type of
esducstional lesdership provided by Washington. iWhile rejecte
ing this vicw, contends that the lessons Weshington Laught
were the game 8y the “gospol of work® presched by Thomas
Cariyle, The lessons in sconcoy and theift were put fouxth
by Benfanin ¥rankiin,)? Though the idea was not mew, tut
the novelty lay in the way he meulded it by the pressures

Gf his time.

At the time when *rm way miy three mm nm:

Washington delivered s max before the National FAucstion
sooeiation fn Madigon. m ghoke nothing mﬁus% the smﬁh
In his sidrezs, he laid the grounds for a policy of COODELSe
tion to be pureued between the two racesy We said, “Any
movesent for the elsvation of the Southern Negro in order to
be guecessfuly mush hove, to a cartsin extent, the cooprae
tion of the Southern Whites,*’®

paaking for the f£ivst time on the brosd question of
Civil Rights, Washington esphasized that, "braing, property,

17, uia.
16. . Marlan, et, 21,., n. 1 Ds 257,



and character for the Negro will settle the cuestion of
¢ivil Rights, The best course to pursue in regard to the
Civil Rights Bill in the South is to let it alone,*:?

He further said in the Madison Address that it was

in the South thst the Negro can achieve considerable soOveess,
"1t kills .twb_bit&s with one stone, ... secures the coopera-
tion of the whites, and does the best possible thing for
the blaek man® ,.:%‘ It appears £xom hig speech that he was
sppealing to his Northern audience to assist the South,
in gemeral, and Negroes, in particular. waah_iugm gought
to produce a moral man in a goclety where all men would be

congidered men.

In all the apeeches, that Washington addressed, "his
concern for his race seems a5 eonsistent ag his attention

to what he congldered primary issues" @‘121

Washington stressed the solidarity of interest bet-
ween Negro and whité man in a gradual, evolutionary approach,

29) abid, pe 259,
20,  15id, pp. 2601,
21, A Young, "The Bducational Philosophy of Booker T.

Washington: A Perapective for Black Liberation®,



He was invited to speak before a biracial avdience gathereﬁ
f@t the opening of 1895, gtlg_gta cotton States and Aer o) R
t‘f al Exposition, Gmrgia. Though this address was not
‘hié girst publie gpeech but it made him the Negro leader of
the hour. He waz the first Negro ever to address such a

large group of Southern Whites., He reasserted hig convie-
tion that the ﬁegi’e must help himself ﬁhxou@h -egmmi?.c. deve-
lopment. rather than political agitstion. As one writer put
the novelty of this address: "First, he talked specifically
about sgocial equality, & matter he had not _menizwnédj_ before,
Second, he conseiously ahﬁémpted to get forth in integrated
fashion what the South, and the entire mtim, had been
searching for a practical programe of Negro - White rels-
tionships® 32

touis Re Harlan anoﬁihér_minent writer m‘i this sube
Ject says that Booker T.- Washington had traced an analogy
between the conditions of American ﬂegrces with those of the
‘African colonies.. Both were politicslly disfranchised,
soclally subordinated, and economically esploited, His
cooparation with white e@-lﬂnial authoritieg and promoters

22, samuel Spencer, n.' 14,<p.-10.*
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in Africa was in hammony with his publie acceptance of most
of the Southern white racial practices and his partnership
with american white elite groups of both North and sent:h.”
Washington was sn advocate of Black nationalism,’
Harold €ruse, Black Social Critie and Historian, argued
that the Tuskegee principal was " #{.the Negro bourgeois
prophet par excellence" who "laid the basic economic founda-

tion and motivaticn for Negro nationalism in America®. 24

The question of the improvement of the status of
the Negro in America created much dissension and @ebate in
black emunitieg: In the period before 1895;' no Negro
leader of eminence ever floated the idea of submission to
the will of the white ruling class/

| "The accammdatiorﬁst wing of Negro leasdership, where
ﬂ: escisted px:iet to 18’95. was generally impotent and reduced

g

23, Louis R. Harz.m;? "Boake#: 'r washington ané the White
Man’s ﬁurden"“ Aj Histo ] Review; vol. 71,

24. £.n. guoted in Manning Marabie, “The Pan African of
Booker T. Washington: A Reappraisal®, Claflin Collec
: (?Iace of Publication not mentioned), ‘May'




to 'a- ghadowy existence" commented the noted authox, Jack
&ﬁramﬁwi@fa ae contendls that Frederick Douglass' death
in 1695 éleaxéﬂ the way for leaﬁerahip of the Accommodate
ionist,

waéhingto{n“a leadership can be best analysed if the
times in which he lived are taken into consideration. The
Blaéks;‘ and the Whites were plague& fw&th the glaring problems
of en industrialized, urbanized, and disorganised society)
The nation wés gripped in the mid 1899‘5 s by the &é&.zméae
and deapair of t‘ha eebnamie depression. The business people,
farmers, and aestitute Black anﬂ White ghare eroppers
gearched a way oﬁt of t’hia glm. 'I'hete were riots, blood
shaﬁ, strikes, pmperty aamage and b‘;tﬁet race conflicte.
‘I‘he worst to suffer vere the Blacke. Direct political agie
tation had proved to be vp,ai.nfuz. and costly for the Blacks
in the mid-1890'8.%® They wanted a nes doctrine, a new
movement, or a new leader to lead them out of the depressed

eTonomy «

25, ka %bxamwitw “'rne Energence of Bmker T Washingu
ton as a National Negro Leader,” Social Ed fon
KXXIT (May, 1968), p. 445, "

26, ma‘_ Calista, "Bookey T. Washingtont Anothex Look",
rnal of Ne History, Vol. 49, no' 4, G:!t. 1064,




The time was ripe for new black leadership, new doc=
trines and new "solutions”, The nation was in need of a
rhetorie of compromise snd Black people were in need of a'
leader vho could gain the respect and ear of the government,
The leader needed to be virtually all things to sll people,
bia rhetorie to be aucdessful, could not e extreme in any

smﬁef” .

' In the midat of these conditions;' Booker T. Washing-
ton was tnvited to deliver the famous Atlanta Speechs The
prestige that white scelain gave Waghihgton, together with
his ahmwatzess and his tiveless capacity to m:gmize; ma&e
him the leaaing spakeman of the blacks in Meriaa.

. "&_’hetg gwld: ‘fbg a nunber eﬁ fagmzs that accounted
for Wash;ngm& 's success. One of the most important was “the
- timing.. The Aﬁlmta Spaeth in the Fall of 1895, came at
the peak of the Negro's troubles., By the mid1890's, the
forces working against the Negro suddenly came to the fores
&épz’eaaw raged on, he wag .aa;sartad Wy the government,’
£riends 'aiﬁapwrea,} ddatranchisenent picked up steam,

27. For deteils, see, M. Gminas.' “Higtorical Settmg
for Becker T, ﬁaahing%a and the Hhatoric of Compro-
mise. 1895“ Joug £ _Black studies, Vol. 8, no.




lynchings ren rampant, end then Frederick Douglass died.
washington gave a new hope €0 the Negroes at Atlanta.

The question that arises is 1 How 444 Washington
become so prominent a Negro leader on the occassion of the
Atlanta Speech.’ The historian, Jack Abramowitz,” surveyed
the Negro press for Sept;* 1895 and found no mention of the
spaech prior to its 6@11VE£Y;28 The blacks responded to
the speech in’ ambivalence as compared to tixe responge by
the Wnites. This wag due to the fact thst he proposed to
barter theiy Civil and Political Righta for inter-racial
peace mé economic opportunities. Perhaps, Washington's
obscurity before 1895 was overstated by Abramowitz, but one
agrees with him that blaeim had no signiﬁicant tole to play
in mak&ng Wwashington an \esv.ablishaﬁ Blaek leader. It 13
posgible that washington's racial compromise of 1895/ aa
August Meier noted, ®... expressed Negm aceommedation to
the am_{al nmﬂﬂ.t&on impls.c!.t in the earlier compromise
of 18"7?.

284 Jaek Abrmwitz, fie 215 ' pd 447,
29, ; ‘

‘Univo o Mcmgan,mes‘.'p.zs. B
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Weshington's advocacy to Blacke wes te atag: secking
gocial mnd political equality. He, instead, emphasised
on their attainment of economic ?eap@etamuty; “Whites were
urged to lessen their antagonism toward Blacks if they expe-
cted ¢o get rich, for it could not be done without Black
peaple"s he&pg... a30

* wrote, about

‘A Representative of the New York Wor
Booker T. Washington that he ... rmugt yank from thig time
forth as the foremost men of his race in America*,’l The
gt itutd

seme yea¥ Hon. Clark Howell, Editor of the ¢
weote to the Editor of the Worids

"It wan &ﬁ epochemaking @k,“ and marks digtinctly
4'a‘ turning point in the progress of the Negro race,

.~ and its effects were imeéliata in bringing sbout a
perfedt 'unaatstanéinﬁ between the whites and blacks
,ai" the Bouth. The address was a revelation. It was
the £irst time that & Negro orator had appesred on
a gimilar oseassion bafore a Southexn auﬂimég”‘@

30. M& Gtmnings.' "Higtorical Setting for Booker T. . waaha—
ington and the Rhetoric of Compromise, 1B95" 1
of B]a::k stédies, Vol. 8, no. 1, (aept. 19?75. v

31( Hariaﬁ' @tc Blab Tlo 1# {3- 78Q )

32, Ipld, pa 79



. Weshington believed that educational qualification
were very esaeétiél to achieve the political rights of the
Blacks. In a letter to John Elbert McConnell, Washington
weote, "It mur tend to lessen the ml&ti‘aél aﬂimosity ‘bet.
wden the black and white races since the leading whites now
claim that the Negro is thwarded" ¢3 His goal was thﬁu
a mpleté and unqualified integration of the 'Black into
American socisty. He could realize that the Black eould
do little st that time to block the current of discriminae
tion, and hence emphasited on the practical and the feasible
aspects of thoge timea.' He baged his hope for the eliminaw
tdon of dlserimination . He firmly believed that swcessful
conmpetition with whites in the e conomic :ealm @um raige tha

Black in the estimation of the white man and ﬂ:eze}w break
dowm thelr 1cng held preju&mea.

Washingﬁon always wanted assimilation of his race
mm the Wh&te Ameﬂca. bnt not at the cost of equality.
This is very clearly shown in his letter to the Editor of

“1f therilroad officials do not want to
 let us enter the first.class car ovcupied
by shite passengers, let them give us a

33. ibid, {Lettez to John Elbert McConnell, Dec, 17,
1888), p. 284,



‘geparate one just as good in every parti- =
“ealar and just as exclusive, andthere

will be no campiaine. We ‘have no desire

to mix, ¢

Speeking as eariy as 1884, wgshingten was emphasi.-
ztng an thepxocnzement of the civil righte. ‘He said,!
“Brains, propezty. ‘and eharactet far the Negro will settie
the quesﬁien ef eivﬁ. right& The besf:. course to pursue in
zegard ta the eivii rights bill in the South is to let it
alone; and 4t will settle itself,*3S

Washington always $ried to suggest that it was the

futy of the goverament to uplift the Negro frem ignorance.
and’ to make him a full ecitizeén of the United _S"f:»a‘!:_es;" He
further remarked: "This,” I take, to be the white man's
burden 'just now - 1o, ﬁéﬁ,“.‘na& his burden;’ but his privilege,
his opportunity, to give the black maﬁ right, to give him
strength,’ skiil af nand, iightnesg of mind, ana honesty

of heart 436

34, Harlan,agt¢ al.. N 1 égatter ?o Eﬂi§$§ of fhe Mente*
gomery Adviser, April 24, 3885), p. ' This speech
alsa zaprinted in B Davmasen Wéshingtcn, ed., Sele-

g of Book . hin"ton. {Daubieéay;




Reiterating on his emphasis on equal opportunities,
Washington later saids ‘

flothing that I have,sgia ig meant to indl-

cate that we should surrender any rights

that are guaranteed %o us by any of the

state and federal laws. We should do our

utmost in every part of the country to
prove to the world that we are worthy of

~ the same protection of the law that is
guaranteed to any nthex: class of
eitimms.%

Booker T, Warhington became increasingly invelved
in the problems of the national Black community between
the years 1895 and 1698, Thia was a t.ime of increased
racial segregation. The Pleséy vs, Pergusson decision
established the “geparate but equal® doctrine not only in
wénmratim t in pnbﬁé accommodations and éauéa«
tiﬁmav’ wa‘shmgtan reacted st:mglg th thi_é deeision and
geveral years later, in response to ther ising éide of dig=-
crimination, he delivered the controversial Peace Jubilee

36, Washingwn, e 35. p. 85,
37, For aeﬁaus abau* tha Act, sce éfahn zwpe F:ankmn,

From Slavexy to Freedomi A Historvy o

gang. (New York), 1956, p. 342,




Speech. He aallad upon the sonth to ury racial and sec*

ional preju&me in the ttendhes aﬁ san Zuan Hill, where

black and white; northerner and souﬁ'xeme:, had united in
a fight for Exeeﬁoma

Digfranchigement wag accompanied by the adoption of
more amd more stringont Jim Crow laws. There was a proli-
'ﬁazat‘ii@n of state and local gegregation laws, ranging £rom
residential zm;_mg otﬁmaﬁees and separate coach laws to
ordinmnees which prohibited wm.t«é and Negro labourers
from working in the game foom of a factory. Lynchings of
Negroes in the United States rasched a pesk in the perind
between 1890 emﬁ 1910, ' The Race riots occured in several
gouthern cities in the wake of éiﬁfranchisment cempalgns.

Washingtmi fought the unﬁaitness of the Jim Crow
z'ailifead. hoth, openly and secretly. Publialy, he protested
only agalnst unequal faciuties rather than separation
itself. Benind the scenes, Washington was more militant. 38

38, for aemu.ea account 6f Washington s secret activie

, ties gee, louls R, Harlan, “The sgeret Life of
Booker T. Washington, in Journal guthern Bigw
mw; 37. E{i&ng‘ 1?71); ppo 393"41&:




, Washington's vieds never ehangeﬁ. Speaking about
ﬁhe crucial 1ssue of‘blaak aﬂvanaement* Washington said
ﬁhatﬁ let the Negro fit himaelf to be one of the units |
that make up’ the eong;ervative b@ay of the govetnmen‘l:- ‘then
all his legal and pelfical right would be accorded himagg

#e

397  Haflan, et. al., Vol, 3, 1889295 {Univ. @flllincis
‘Press, 1974).' An account of Testimeny before the
hcuse carmittee an appropriation, May 15,19
o 4224423,
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Washington held the Sweep of the Black Movenent dug-
ing the latter part of the ninecteenth century. His role was
not meagre. But as it happens in all movements, a Aew star
wag to emerge on the £imament, His role was going to ba
aggresaive and fﬁtthzight in huiming the Black memmt.
He would loom large on the Americen scene for many years
" to come, This was W.E.Bs Du Bois. B

- Williasm Edward éuxﬁha‘rdt Du Bﬁs was born on 23rd
February; 1868, Du’}Bois, in summing up his varied ragial
m:cham; gaid he was born "with a flood of Negré blood,
a strain of French, a bit of Duteh, but thank God ¢! no
*AnglomSaxon'.} Highlighting the significance of the year
he was born, DuBois in his autoblography saids "... . W
birth plate was less importent than my birthetime. The
Civil War had closed but three years earlier and 1868 wes
the year in which the freedmen)of the South were enfran-




¢hised and for the ﬁrst ﬁme as a mass took part in govern-

ment. o2

Young Duboia was ifery tloge to his mother. Hew ﬂﬁes,
fshe was rather silent but very determined and vegy patient,
My €ather; a light mulatto, died in my infancy.. T do not
remember him.*> Hig mother stressed the virtues of dilie
gence, optimiem, and religion. DuBois did not have sny
financial ai€ficulties. "I had a pleasant childhcod. I can
femenber no poverty, alﬁh@ugh my £m11y was eertainly

poor® ¢

DuBois had a formidable snd lifelonyg frasp of the
rules of"?ﬁrﬁ;ﬁm'ﬁhies; “The declsive factor in shaping
mmia" 'wﬂ@@phy‘ was the seriousness and cmbatiirenesa of
the Calvinism in whieh he was tutored",>

3. m PP- 11..12.
4y

5. ’i'akea ﬁrsm Arnold Rampé¥sad, The
g, (Harvar:d Univ.

?ressg Cam%s.,ge. "




When he wag g:cswing as & young man, he showed hizs
k&en mtereat 123 politics. He fead of the contest of the
Damoeratie and Republican partics in the newspaper columns.
He wiote, "I do not remember hearing anythiugf sald a,b@uﬁ
the Pifteenth Amendment which became law in 18705 hut there
were a fow new cd.@xaa peep&e. ’czan!:rabam&s’ m came te '
town 5 | |

G:aﬁuauy, he realised thai: some people in towm
aonsiaered his bxm ak&n a "migsfortuns®, He becme v&ty
sensitive to the resctions of others. As a high school
émﬂmés DuBoisg thought that hard étudy would grant him
immunity to the racial dissbilities. It seemed to him that
sarnegt effort in all he attmpﬁé& was the eniy way "to
emal whites,”

His first resl experience of "feeling unwanted
eame®, wrote Dubois, “when his classmates decided to exchae
nge v&siting «aatﬁm "i"hé &achange wap nmerey, till me'
gzgie.. teﬁmeﬁ it mampw:i}.y, with a glance®. 8 He was

S _ \

6. Poner, ny 4, Pe 23,

7. .  DuBois, "My Ev@!.v&ng ngtame fax Negro F:eeﬁom“

' in Ray ﬁem Lo What the gr g (chapel an.
1944)' po V

B‘i, mBO’aQ' 16

: Pe 2.




a b:ig‘ht boy in school ana took special aez.s.gm ﬁm su:pa-
ssz;tﬁg his white fenaws.

. It is true that this sense of isolation from the

‘ Whites in Great Barrington, aroused a keen concesn in
DuBois for the development of his race,’ He drew Inspira-
tion from anti-slavery heroes. He said in 1885¢ “When X
was gradusted from the high school we all had speeches and
mine was on Wendell Phillips™.? He hoped to attent Harvard
college, but he had to tmp,aiarmy give up his dream since
he had no funds. | |

| A gifted student, Dubois earned a scholarship £rom
vhite neighbours and in 1885 entered Temnessea's Fisk Uni-
versity «« an institute for the education of freedmen. He
wag sxeited about the chance to ¢go iﬁta the S‘oﬁizh i espo~
cially haviug an apportuns,ty of meeting Negroes of his own
age and educational backgmuqa, Enrolling at ﬂsk Hn&veraity
in the fau of 1885, DuBiols embraced the paapibgaﬁ his own
coler, "who it seemed were bound to be my new and exneiting
and eternal tﬁ. @ 10 He reﬂalls) H#into this world I leapt

Se Foner, n. 4, D. 26.
10.  DuBois, n. 2, p. 24.



with eathusiam. A new loyalty and allegiaﬁce tépla&eé my
Met;&.caﬁisms hmcefemard - was a Negro®. 11 He hegan to
coneentrate on a zaae—cenﬁeted programme designed to improve
flegro 1iving conditions. DuBois® racial pride swelled as
his classmates recalied the institutlion of slavery and he
witnessed first hand the Reconstruction era's lingering
faeiél @pptfeﬁéiﬂn . How the existing racial conditions affe-
cted him is reflected in his autobiography. ‘

tynching was a cantimzﬁng and recurrent horror duﬁng

my ¢ollege d ay, frem 18385 through 1894, geventeen

hunadred Wegroes were lynched in Americal Bach death

was a scar upon my sgoul;’ and led me-on to conceive
the p&ight of other ninority g:aups....lz‘

Bducated Bilackg“}g DuBois believed, were obligated to
end the ignorance and suppression of the Black masses. He
vowed to became the leader of this “Talented Tenth*y

 He earned his AJB. Degree at ifiék in 1‘8é’8 J At Fisk
he Yegan writing and also did a bit of public épea’king;‘

He edited a nevs magazine called the Eisk Her
Qame an mpasamned orator and developed a ‘belligexent
attitude towards the g¢olor line.’

110  DuBols, The Autobiography of D Y by
Apt!;egar, Inter : mbnshers (":a., Eltﬁ, 1968),
‘pc @ & ° : .

120 DuBois,! n.' 1, pd 29.



He enrolled himself for further studies at Har ard
College. Here, he gtudied under some of the mogt inspire
ing teachers; Willism Jsmes in Psychology, Santayans in
Philogophy, and Albert Bushnell Hart in History.

- At Harvard, he ecarned & sscond A.B, degree in 1890
and a Moster's degree in 1891, Following two years of fur-
ther graduate work in history, DuBois spent three semestera
" at the university of Berlin in Germany.

In 1894 he retupned to Hervard snd the following
year earned the first Harverd doctorate ever swsrded to a
Black, Heyveafter, Dubois set himself to intellectual
activities. As an educator and a researcher, he wried
out a scientficw-sociological investigation of his people and
 the society in general.) He conducted doormtodoor inquiries
on femily status, morality, oscupation and raugiéu..' He
Qaﬁhezéd sone of the facts that he hoped would shatter the
existing racint stereo type idean, In an attempt to enli-
ghten sducated wMtes. DuBois published swaral articles in
magazines like 2;_.51 Colliex's and Ly whieh
were being published in the United States and were  POpUi~
lar, both in South ag well as North, .

Atl
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Unitl the end of the nineteenth century, he b,e‘:;_&;é&ed
that soientific fact and educaticn would bring about & new
efa of Facisl understanding. He, however, was 111 prepared
for the heightened racism of the early twentieth century.
puBois concluded ishét sw!;él ¢hange could be accomplished
only throuch Black ’.agit&ﬁwn and the diregt action of
protests. -

T@m:ﬁa the end of the néneteenth and in the early
years af the _twmat:ieth century, W,E.B, DuBols enunuiated
‘most of his idems that distinguished his approach from that
of others in the yesrs that followed, The fiost important
eoncept in’ his Lwaaiagy wag the "two-ness® of AfrowAmerican
life. He sought the achievement of firsteclass citizen-
ship and the conservation of racial identity and integrity.
Besides, | he éalléd for racial pride. All Black groups
should evelve 'Aeomez'ted” action. The "Taelented Tenth” must
serve ﬁl‘t’é communitys The agitations and propaganda to A
gain political, economic _éna sovial equality, were extremely
nevessary. The Pan-Africanism and Socialism became the
Rey viords of his programme. ‘

puBols® experiences stimulated his desire to know
more about the circumstances that condemned his people to a



1ife of slavery and an existence that was scarcely sbove

degradation, He wanted to know all about his ancestors in
order to understand the inception of the institution of
slgvery. DuBois wanted "... to make a fscieni:ifm conguest
of the environment, wiéh mﬁm rendexr the emancipation of

the Negro roce easier and quicker*.!®

All of his writings deal directly o;zs' indirectly
with thn racisl problam. In hisg later years, he betame
concerned with world peace. He tried to provide an inte-
1lectual basis for the Negro's protest. In this effort,'
he not mly .&nﬂueﬁceﬂ and ingpired thousands of Negroes,
_but also many white Americans. He wos the most articulate
.ﬁpakeanaﬁ_'fat the kind of education that should he imparted
%o the Negxo méx;icans. Educated Blacks, DuBois helieved,
were ébiigaﬁédv to end the ignorance and suppresaion of the
~ Black masses. He ‘wweﬂ to become the leader of this “Talen-
ted Tenth‘u Afm: the completion of his education, DuBois
| adaptéﬂ 2 dual role: that of an educator and a researcher.
As a speiologist, hé‘ccnmc%!e& door~to-dooy inquries on
_,famnv:? To r_::arx%y his message to the educated whites,
‘DuBots published several articles in leading magadines.
T411 t:iﬁe end of }‘ﬁhe nineteenth century,’ DuBois believed




that selentifie fact and education would bring ebout a new
era of racial understanding, During i&tg 118'8@*9" and garly
1890%s, DuSols was, both, harsh as well as concilistory.
 Het ried to assute the Southern whites that ﬁ:aycould _
depend on the friendchip of Negroes. That the Whites shbum
grant them citigenship rights and adeouate educational
ﬁa&iiiﬁié&“ iai‘ke Booker T, Washinaton, DuBoip aﬁis@ bow
Mevea ﬁhaﬁ Kegrbes must stress dz.tiee as well as rﬁ.g’nﬂ:a and
work faxf thelr own aévancenent. He wrtote of John Brown,

"He beliévﬁ in the sbilities and worth of tho souls of ‘
m.ack f@ik.i.. ‘I'hus he was a ploneer in the £loht for humsn

equality ana in the uplift of the masses of men", 15

- puBois's concilistory approach bore similarity to
| Washington, who laid emphasis moxe on edunation ‘heﬁcte the
Negro could be glven the ridht to wte. It is very clear
- when he says in Darkwater, ... #n other words, education
1e not & prerequisite to political contrel - political cone
trol ig the ¢ause of popular education®, 'He,fuzthéx mﬁz-a-;

14, - Aagust Meiem &wr Qo P test Thoy aht L1 Aner pien,

1 B80W10 »_'g‘iq..;'” he Ace OFf Boockar T.

Wmhington Univ, of Michigan Presa. 1963), P 191,

18. = W.E.B. DuBois, J ' {mliaaeipma: G.W, .?accbs
and Co., 1909},
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sizes the importance of social equality by saying, "Note
withatanding this, if Awerica ig ever to heeme 8 QOVerT
ment built on the brosdest justice to every citizien, them
eveiﬁ? ﬁiﬁwﬁn mﬁa»ﬁ be mﬁt‘anchised”gm At the same time,
he says, "We must seek not to make men carpenters but to
make carpenters :éem*-“ .’w DuBois pald due emphasis to the
procurement of pdlitical mgw without which he ‘congidered
any Xind of memic opportunity tmpossible;

| It was Quring this time, that DuBois laid his
mawimum dmportange upon selfehelp and raclal solidarity.
He tried to combine econanic advancenent with his educa«
tional programme for the 'T&ienﬁed Tenth,

In his exhaustive study,’ The Philedelphia Neqro
DuBois tried to atudy the Negroes as a social system.

{The Negro problem called for systematie
investigation and intelligences The world
wag thinking wrong about races betause it

16,  W,R.B. DuBols, p. 139 & 147,
17. ibid, pe 210,



dia ptmess enough knowledge about them.
.'..,?hé vltimate evil was ignorance and its

child, s&upidity, The cure for it was

' knwleéga based on atudy.’“ '

‘ ’fhe stuéy oﬁ ‘I‘he Phiiadelphia Negre - .""*. .shawad the
| Negro gzaup as a symptm and not a cause; aB a —
striving,’ palpitating human group and not an (-
inert, slck body of crimey it traced, analysed,

 eharted and counted,l®

Slowly, he began to zealize that mere facts, as
valid as they might be wu’iﬂ not ’previae the solutien.’ He
recalled in his autebiography, that he had to take int@ |

agcount t:we cmsiaeratmns.

Firsty ne could not be a talm,’ cool,’ and .

~ detached seientist while Negroes were
iynched; murdersd, and stravea; and secanﬁly,
thére was no such definite denand for scienti-
fic work 6f the sort that ¥ was doing as I
had eonfidéntly assumed would be easily

fortheoming. 20

He insisted that disfranchisement retatded the

economic development of the Negro because the Wtelesé

19. ;._:gg._,_, . L
20, WOEGBO m%is, Tie 119 @o 222'\
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could not protect their property rights, DuBols was
unequivocal in his stand on segregation. He vehemently
denounced the separate-but-equal doctrines "Sepsrate
schools for whites and blacks, end geparate cars for
whites and blacks are not equal"gzi He f:xihﬁ;tzised the
south's demand o remaln subordinated and belived that rac
izl preblen could rot be golved t111 segragation éxigted,

He came to the conelusion that cconomice discrimine-
tion was in large part the vause of the race problan, Die
Bois very eariy in his ecareer, revealed that economic orga-
nination end cdooperation meong legroes was easents.al to
achieve control of their owm c::munmiem He wan%eﬁ his
race to rise above the stereotype concepts and that the
black laborer should have & right to vete, e summed up
the way the uture of his bt,eﬂsxengj} gould be ﬁnpwveﬁ;

*%, half the Neqgroe .bréa&%innam of the nation are partially
submerged by bad economic system, an unjust aﬁmfinigtzatim
of the laws,’ anﬂ_@f’cémea fgnorance. Thelr f:uﬁare depends

on common sehools, justice, and the right to ‘wﬁé’i‘“@m

21,  uoted in Auguat H&Gﬁ; The 14‘, po} 201,
32,  Philip 5, Foner, n. 4, "The Pconomic Future of the

Negro*, 1906 (Sesgion of the Ameﬂem Beononic
Asgociation), p. 169,



T411 recent yesrs, it was a commonly atcepted fact
that Booker T. Washington and W.E.B DuBois were at logger-
heads with each other. There is nol)doubt that they had
differences #f opinion and they had put across their ideo-
logical skirmishes occasionally. In evaluating thess two
Black leaders in a historical genae, it is necessary to have
en objective assessment of theix phubﬂophieazi The reseagch
eonducted into the 1ife and times of these lealders suggests
that their ideas were not basically contradictory. They
were xather complementary to each other's approaches.
DuBois himself wrote s

It was no controversy of my seeking 5

- quite the contrary., I was, in ny imagi.
nation, & scientiat and neither s
leader nor an agltatory I had nothing
hut the greatest adniration for Mr. Wae
shington and Tuskegee... ,3‘3

At the time when Booker T. Washington delivered
hia Atlanta Address in 1895, many colored papers condemned
the proposition of compromige with the Southern Whitenen,
DuBois, wrote to the Nex York Age that the swtﬁzem Blaeks

23, Philip S. Foner, n. 4, p. 41,



could cooperate with the White South if the latter opened
t:hs ﬁmrs of economic opporunity to themﬁz“.‘ The Whites,'
at this time were pressing for disfranchisement and segre-
gation laws. Thoy agreed with Washington's speech since vit

 suited their investments. The Atlanta _Exposition came at
a time when the contact between the rgces waas strictly on
an employer-employee relationship. The Blacks snppoz-tea:
his speech aince they hoped for economic betterment and
Whites supported the idea, for it would bring their support
in the socia) md political gpheres.

"I’he aifﬁereneea between these two leaders related to
the xéspeetive baakgmuna that they both had and the chaw
racter that each of these men possessed.) DuBois was born
~ in New England, and entered a world of abolished slavery.

_ In his childhood, he was brought up in the company of
Whites, It ﬁaﬁ,ﬁni&r at the age pésf_‘ ‘twenty-six,’ after his
return from Burope to.&meticé.y thet he experienced helghe
tened racial tengions. Iynchings of Blacks wag at its
peak. Waghington's early life was very much unlike that
of DuBols. | - |

T
e 2

24, Amnois, Autﬁbiagraﬁﬁ’o fn. 11. p. 209 anﬁ Wesley C.
Pugh, “'rhe Inflated Controversys DuBois vea. Washing-
The Crisis, April, 1974, vol. 18, no. 4,




| buﬁeis had livea ﬁnx’ years wit:h washingﬁon and the
muskagee !:ham:y eﬁ édunati@n. It has heen cmanlar beummd
that Waahiagtoa's autab&agraphy nade him aée t‘hs ﬁm
cuitural meanings of the Tuskegee measage. He apenly aﬂ-
tmisaé the author in his July 1901 review of U '
m‘* He saw the main weskness of Washington's 1eaaefship
to be h;}.s appos&tian to liberal ﬂulture. His .dul s of Black
___;j;, eonta&nea several seamhingly eritical esaaya on
waahingtan He sccused him of preaching a, %, .gospel of
work and money to such an extent as appaxently slmost compe
letely to overshadow the higher aims of 1ife®.%® DuBois
. gaid that Washington's Atlanta Address’ mede him the leader
of his people, not by their own choice, ut beeéuﬁe of the
manner in which he wag acclaimed by the vhites s.n the North
and in the South,

' wmmgten roge fzm a alave cahin. reeeivéd an
hmrary aegxee from Karvafa, ane& reeéweé} gals, zeqeptims
grom the sguf;hemerxs.- But, DuBois was, both, & pioneering
aMe§t9_§£ Black capitalism,’ and later one of the country's
moat ;srmiméw Black Marxists. He relied on :a‘ boundless
faith in humanity, the efficiency of work and thrift, and

25,  W/E.B. DuBois, n. 8, pp. 3448,



the virtue of humility. These ideas were basic:; to DuBois!
oun thinking. At first DuBols agreed with Washington's
gradualist stratesy. Dubois 44 not deny the importance of
pacifying the South, but he refused to pay Washington's
price which he interpreted as degxaﬁat&cn an@ virtual
slavery. Flliott Rudwick remarked s

_‘Fbt DuBois,” the blacks's only effeaa-
tive way to open the doors of opporﬁu-u
nith was to adopt tactics of militant
protest and agitationy by emploving
this style of propaganda, he made a

. key contribution to the evolution of

' blaek protest in the twentieth czentuxy
emd to the civil rights move %6

The obvious senge of pride which mmia had s ghown in
most a:u of his writings. DuBois debliared that social
justice could net be achieved by flattering the race elee
ments of the whites, What was neetled wag a clsmorous

protést against oppression,

26, = Flilott Rudwick, *W,E.BY DuBoiss Pmtagms.ak aﬁ
ﬁhe Aﬁzmmarxman Pxotest“ ’ in Bl £

Univ. of Illinois Fxfess. ,

and 'MQus' Maler,
1982}: fh 65.



- Hashington's concern, on tha other hand, over the
growing polarization was based on his fear that a more
aggressive policy would alienate wﬁ;ita gupport of Negro inse
titutions end sariously curtail the flow of money end the
asceleraticn of educationsl and orgmisational efforts. One
of the blographers of Washingbon p’o.i‘néed puty

It hag been said that he 444 more

than any other man to overcome the
projédices against the members of his
race, snd to establish a neighborly
fewling « & sort of fellowghip betweoen
the negfoem anil the white people in the -
south,

‘DuBols asked for three things: the right to vote,
clvic squality, s the education of youth acecording to
their ability., DuBols &ig not emm of Washiaétm 's
applogetic tone for injustice. The strugole betwm the
two aould net reach the mymanf Singe DuBois zepi&mzea |
the fntellectuals of the ﬁay. his ¢hoice could not be heard
by %the CONmen M . '

Except for & common dedicstion to the cause of race

27 er&eriﬁk Eaminkex. eﬁ. Vana aui:htm, =mmf_. e
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‘advancement, the personalities of the two men dif_ﬁéx:e&_ as
widelv an theiﬁ .;i_;ﬁéagq_. Waghington was a pmg‘set'iga; rejéztst:
and interested in attaining tangible goals., DuBois was a
romantic «= he would gight for pzinc_ipieg even if hig life
was endengered. DuBois had a poetic temperament, whereas
washingéan was sinple and prosaic. Waﬁhingwn was firgt
and lagt sn Anerican but DuBois was first and last a Negro.
To DuBois, Washington's folth in man =nd God was somewhat
naive, mmw feit mhappy on wasﬁﬁxgton‘s gtrong reliance
on the attitude of the Blacks cooperation with the White
South. He could not agree that there was a golidarity of
interest betwem the Sauthem Negro and the Southern White
man vhich made the race problem one to be gerved from withe
in. The Black man's cooperation and support to tm white
meén, according to DuBois, was too high a ptieé to pay.
DuBois felt that the White man was an enemy ﬁaﬁzem than a
friend. ‘

. Washington preferred Stmth for his race, ﬁhilé
DuBois could see z’m future in the South, Instesd, he contra
dicted Washington's counsel, and urged the Blac:lc pmple to
go to North for freedom and advancement.

%naé hoth wexe eﬂucators. their Aivergence in regard
o) &auuaticmal philosorhy becdne the focal poinﬁ of their



most widely publicized disagreement., DuBols eriticised
Washington's philosophy of education from the viewpoint of
its format. and its bas¥e thrust. On the cther hénd,§Washiﬁg—
ton's views exenplified a pronounced "spiritual orientation".
His perspective of education was an outgrowth of his exper-

ience of his enviromment and his personality.

Even these who admired DuBois' intellectual and lite
etatydabilities‘usually’endorsea Washington's consgtructive
approach with its emphasis on gradualism and duties and
respeﬁsibilitiea,~ They deplored DuBois’ bitter and militant
approach., It would be gpeculative to argue that criticism to
Waglhington!s ideoiegy stammed from mere envy. There-is no
doubt that Washington dominated the scene completely., It
was this denunciation that his opponents resented. Tﬁey
feared the ascendancy of the "Tuskegee Machine", which would

provide Washington a power over Negro affairs.

L34



Chapter - IV

The Two Personalities and the Black Movement




It may be worth its while to etamine the mlé of the
two personalities in regard to the Black Movement -6f the
period. The two may have differed with each other's appro-
aches, they, nonetheless, had femarkable pexcepth"n of their
mission to achieve equitable justice to their race.

In almost all his speeches, Booker T. Washington
calle& for an interlinking of the total human experience -
mind, body and soul. He believed that this would eventually
go in .the making of a moral man and a society where 81l men
would be congidered equal. His views exemplified a prow
nounced “"gptiitual orientation" which evolved due to his

experiences in an oppreéssive situation.

In his speeches to the black audiences, "his concern
for his race geans ag consistent as his attentiaﬁ to what
- he cengidered primary ‘issues“‘.." The theme of "concern for

1. Alfred Young, "The Educational Philosophy of au@kejr:'
T. Washingtons A Perspective for Black Liberation",
phzlﬁzza Vol.: 37, no. 3, 1976, Pe 231."
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race®, constituted a "blsck perspective® which combined his
identification with love for his pecple with a spiritual
conmitment to human weli-smﬁg:.z

Wills Nommen Pitts, a fomous writer on Washingten,
after ‘analysing extensively the latter's specches, found
that Wachington strossed the following points 3

{1) the necd of his people for edueationy

(2) industrial sducation as & means to sn endy

{3)  the value of prafticing goodwill between the races)

{4) the South as the best place for blacks to 1ivey and.

(5) the duty of both gections in bullding up !:he eitie
zenship potential of the racégz

| BMW: C. Cox » another writer regarded Washington's
speeches ag gimilar to one of Henry Grady's which relegated
the Blask populstion to o zw&ai csate position, OCrady 4id

not want Blacks ever to agk for Sociel Bquality. |

3. ouoted in Ibid,

4. onvex ,tf. cox. "ma Eaaﬂemhip of Booker T, Hashings
: S0CL 84 _2OXCOH {oct. 1951), PDs 91aD6,




 Alffed Young a waiis known critie, challenges Cox's
methodologlcal appméch to the question of Washington's
perspective. Cox conceived "Talented black maﬁ" in siavé:y
as destined to became either "discontended bondemen with
ideas of escape and revolt, or trusted slaves®. He conclu~
ded, therefore, that, Washington's own experience as a slave
seemed to have conditioned his approach to life to the type

of personality that he himself had developed.>

Applying the Marxien analysis to the l-ﬁ:.vﬁa of indivi-
dualg who lived uﬁﬂe: the “peculiar institution”, Alfed
Young says that Cox failed to understand the aynauiies of
the slave systend Young argues that Co’s has fal 1en into a
trap of using only slave revolts as a measurement of oppo-
gition to slavery. |

When Washington stated, "In all things thet are purely
social we can be as separate as the fingers,® he was mezgeiy
painking the picture of race relations in the South as it
was or as he hoped it would be 4if whites would share his
social and religious vision. The perspective that Washinge
ton realized w’é-a_ the necessity of "Blaek liberation® before

5¢ Young, ns 1.



blacks eauza integrate 1nta the larget'scciety; 'Through a
cembﬁnation of industrial education and econemic selfesuffi~
aieney. Blaa?a eould aanaali&ete their wealth, To quote
Lerone Bennett Jr.,vﬁh.nan s power depends ultimstely on
the pﬂWér of his group®. 6 Waghington wag trying to take
aﬁvantage of the imposed segregation of Blacks to promote
Black‘hegamany ﬁhraugh soonomic interdependence.

 'ﬁheﬁ'vieweé-in1the context of his time, Washington
was aumagter "af techniques of manipulating white public
mpini@n“ 7 Emﬁhasizing the need for industrial eﬁacatian,
he saiﬁ..“i.‘z have had something of an opportunity to study
the ﬂégra at firstﬁhand.“s Washington rsalized‘the\ilzg
effects of slavery but at the game time he paid, "s.vevery
large slave plaaﬁattca i1 the South was, in a 11mited gense,
an 1naﬁstrial sﬁhael” 9 He suggesteﬁ to the ﬁhite in the
South in his “Atlanta Address' that they should “cast down"
their *buckets... and run" their fag;or;es. He appealed to

6.  Lerone Bennett, Jr., "ILiberation", Ebony (Aug. 1970),

. Pe 40.
74 'Rebecea cha,zmer:s. aareon. Hitnee es_for Free
8. 'awmr T. Washington, a . of _the Amarican _
| "%lsgi?.o (Negro Universities Press, New York, /18997
969}, p. 11, _ _

9. Ibid, p. 54.



people for assistance for his brethren who were three decades
yemoved from slavery =- flliterate, disfranchised, and wi'tha-
out an ecoriomic base. 10 imen he told his black listeners,
“cast dmm your buckets where you ars," he employed the
words of & pragnatisgt. Here was a wan who was cognizZant

of the conditions of his people and thoroughly familiar with
the raclal prejudices of the South. This he said so that
the Blacks c:»oum throw off the yckg e§ s_aonamic xépraaéi@n.
Thie was a practical solution necessitated by their slave
exg;eﬂenize and the pz'ex_é*aiun'g economic circumgtances,

Waghington's immediate concern was the gquéstion of
ﬁlagk- manhood, his identity and the citizenship. In his
approacn the individual was secondary in trxanforming the
society. - Alfred Young commented: “Booker T, Washington's
perspective of education wag an outwgrosth of hisg experience,
~his envirorment and his personality®. He approached education

as a "survival meéhanism® "11

when Washington did not necessarily spesk for the
attainment of voting right for Blacks, it was because he was

10, B Young, n. i, P» 233g
11,  zbid.



not wonfident, "in the -pveepxae‘ who yegterday were slaves,”
and féow, citi:zens to make laws for "the government of the
uaéian“. It is maeed caxfmet to aay that, “Washmgton 8
rhetawieal stmﬁegy was pmbably the mly kind ﬁhat would

work fot bleck people,®}?

~ 1% would be wrong 0 rogard Washington as an all-out
ascormodating leader, He never relinquished the rights of
Negroes to full 1iberly to be realized in all respect as
thelr ultimate goal. Gunnar Myrdal correctly assessed,
when he gaid ¢ , ‘ o . \

it is a political axiom thet Negroes
can never, in any period, hope to
attain mozre in the short-term power
bargain than the most benevolent |

. .groups are prepared to give them g‘m

| 'c.r. 'Va;nn Woodward, the famous historian at Yale tnt-
vexrsit?? {now retired), axguéﬁ that it was neither Washington's
eaxthashaking thought nor his personal influence that placed

12, M. cumiuga. "Historical getting for Bac’ket‘ T. Waghing~
ton and the Rhetoric of Ccsmptmisa, 1895,¢ aou al of

Black studies, Vol. 8, no. 1 (Septs 1977),
Gunnar Myraal. 2 24 DLl emma

13,
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- bim 3n the forefront of his raoce, It waa instead, n,,.the
reparikabie congenlality batﬁém his dootrines and the donle
~ naut forces of his age and wﬁia‘ty, forees that would have
nade themgelves feil in any eaee“.M from Woodwardts glale
ysks, the worsened race relatlons wpuld have continued with
or without Washington, Tho United States in general and the
gouth in particular carried out the complete allengtion of
the Hegro; america vwas ¢ a white f&aﬁ*‘s mmtzyﬁ.m

 To schieve equunlity of his brethren, %i#shiixg%n sald,
" ,esthe degro must Logln at the bot tom aad lay a sure foundas
tion, and Bot be lured by any temptation lnto trylag to rise
on a felse temptation iato trylng to rise ob a talsa foundam
tion."¥6 yashington a%rasseai mopns rather then aaﬁ#; s
was optimbstic rather than pessimistic, %hs amm@uwma in
woshingtonts philosophy were vital to his succoss, He akill.
fully manipulated popular gymbols and mythbs like the gospel
of weslth gnd the doctrines of Soolal NDarvinism enhdneed bis
© gffegtivenens, |

august Holer says, ‘ -
- n.eedn splte of bis placatory tone and bls outwerd
emphasle upen economic development ss ths sslution to

3, CoVann ﬁ%éﬁﬂm’ Priging
Houge, 1951), pe 300, ,

18. - &bl3es PR. 3?;;-49@
16, Washlagton, 0.8, p.22l,

ow_South, (Baton,




the race pzéblén, Washington was surreptitiously engeged in
undermining the American race system by s direct attack upon
disfranchisement and segregation®, he further says, “he was
a powerful politiéian in his own right. The picture that
emerges from Washington's oun correspcﬁdmee‘ is distinetly
at variance with the ingratiating mask he presented to the

world®, 17

The ambiguities that have been talked abwt in Washe
ingten's philogophy were vital to hig suacess; ﬁegiaes who
_supported him looked to his factfully worded expressions.
on ultimate goaia‘. The conservative Southerners were attra-
cted by hig seceming acce{.étanee of disfranchisement and seg-
ragation, md by his flattery. The Industrialists and Phia.
lanthropisty appreciated hisg "petty bourgeois ‘ouifslw"k*' . He
espouged a Social Darwinism of competition between Lmiiivie
 Guale and races of uplifiting backward races, that was con=
- genial to his age, He conveniently put Negro eqizaiity off
into a ﬁazy future that di4 not disturb the “practical™ and
prejudiced men of his generation. | |

17, August Meler, "Toward a Reinterpretation cﬁ Booker
T, Washington”, (Notes and Documents), The Journal
4 f Southern History, vol. XXIII, no. 2, May 1957,




- 72 -

’Waahi‘ngitm"‘s praatiéél intuitive mind aid not deal
4n abstract analysis of forces, As a wisge ::reatiivs téf@rmez.
he did not merely denounce evil from without; he deliberately
set himgelf to develop in the new generation loyalty to

new values.

. The sum of all Washington®s functional achievement
wag the man himsalf, To the end of his days he remained
"racy to the soil®. | |

. 1t 4p @1fficult to evaluate as to what extent Washinge
ton directly influenced Negro thought, The Negroes accepted
him partly because of the prestige and power he held among
Whites, and partly because his views - except for hisg con-
eildiatory ’-pla:mseomgy « were dominant in the Negro community
throughout the South, | ':

Basil Mathews, a famous writer, sald that he had no
doubt shout the influence that Washington held during his
time while saying, ) o

It scems certain that no leader since
Booker T. Washington has had, or is ever
1ikely to have, the alleembgacing sutho-
ity that he expercised in his prime...
in prodding and practicing a congistent



POI!-C‘}R 18

- - Anong _,Negroés. who opposed Washington were p:tméfily
'ﬁaztheing:a. ‘DuBois placed hism emphagis on the race's need

- for leadership and the discovery of talent within the race.
WQthﬁgt:m_‘s gensitivity to this opposition led him to mise
caleulate its force. The conference which met in New York
City in January 1904 was a failure inspite of his and the
apgmsi’.‘him‘a’ eareful planning. The Cmmﬁteé af» Twelve
which emerged was tightly controlled from Tuskegee. ﬁ'he:
opposition abandoned all attempts to work within the waﬁhing-
ton orbit. DuBfis resolved to call a ¢onference of his own.

DuBols sent out his call frem Atlsnta in June 1908
for a conference. He proposed to oppose Eirmly the preaént
methods of ‘atzaﬁglim honest eriticism; to '@ggans;ze intelli-
gent and honest Negroes and to support organs of news and
public opinion. |

The next month, in the same year & national organi-

gation by the namé, the Niag ra M it was founded. There

were twenty-nine delegates from fourtsen states who came to

Co., College Park,




attend the meefing» at Fort Erie. Elliott M, Ruﬂwaqk pointg
out that, "The Wiagara Movement wag the £irst national orges
nization of &egr&ea which aguressively and unponditionally
demanded the ssme civil rights for their people vhich other
Amgricans enjoyed® 'w - Dufols wag elected the CGeneral Score-
tary of the Movament, Some historiang have argued that
Niagara Movement was atterned to confemn the predecessors of
the Dlack Movement,”® tut Rudwick is correct when he says
that the conference 4id not believe in condemning personse
1ities like Boo!:e:‘ T, Waghington. |

Thﬁ memb&ra of the Movément caueﬁ for defim.te
demandg @

(1_)' ?xéeﬁm of Speech and criticim.
(2)  An Unfettered and Unmbsiaiaed press.
‘(3} , nanh@oﬂ Suﬁfemage.

(4) The abolition of all caste distinctions
based simply on race and color,

(5)  The récognition of the principles of humam
brotherhood as a practical present creed.

6) Remgnitim of the highest end best human
~ training as 8 monapazy of no class or race,

ié,.. Euiett u@ Rudwick “Thc Niagara Movement®, zhg Jouge
, f NE 7' i "‘7' vol, KLII, nse 3, Ju:.y 1 57;

20, Baai}. Mathews in his book, Bao ]
(MeCGrath Pub., Co. College Park, : ‘
says that "The maga:a Movement clashed seﬂously with
the Tuakegeeans + Do 285,



(1) A belief inte aignity of labors
(8)  United effort to realizs these ideals,?!

i mseas. 'nating the xaaatim to its foxmation wrotes

@

The Niagars Movement created furor and
the most disconcerting cxiticism. I
was Bccuged of acting from motives of
- envy of a great zeaaér.,...z
| waémngmn wag not too happy with the setting up of
the movement., He exerted some pressure against the movement
and its members. He even appointed Charlieg W. Anderson to
get fal) information of the happenings. In this power
smugglez, the ftzzuwegs of Waghington were stz?engtmenaﬂ by -
1mpreasing theif imks on attaining advantages thzough polile

tical pattmageg

The Niagara Movement took a few important steps as
an organizged beody, yet mmis cmtmueﬁ to define the terms
of its opposition to the tzatu _guo. ALl great reform move-
ments have been preceded by agitation, he noted.

23v - Ruﬁwmk. ne 18, p. 1?9‘
22. B




‘me magaxa men became interested in the fomation
Qf a "Pan«Afx:wan League” anﬂ it bacme part of the official
nrganmatiana ‘The members of the second Niagava Conference
found no dearth of critics., A few magazines even compared
the platiam of washingmn‘s Hatd .
with the ngarfa platform.’ kiashington wag regatdad as a
lesder of the masses, Whereas the followets of ﬂuﬁaig rage

arded themgelves as the real lesaders of the race. They
were unrealistic in so far they failed to gauge the wide
£issure between the Talented Tenth snd the unéah@a;ea majo-
zitygz?‘ .sm even called for the merger of the twé but
DuBols was t@ﬁ@ilfly unwilling to do so, o |

. Ag one writer puts it, "The major tactical founfate
iong of the Niagara Movement was its dismissal of tﬁe racist
suppositions of ‘smial Darwinism with which Eiaek thinkezs
had stmggiea since thé end of alavery n24 The movement
could never develop as 8 majcr political fotae‘ But it 4id
advocate a strong programme of Civil Rights. The movement
thus 'heipea.to lay t"h‘ev fmfs&atism for the N ional Assbeia-

232 Rudwick, a. 19, D, 1874

24,  Arnold Rempersad, Th and Imagination of ™
*(B&W&ra Univ, ‘Pteﬁa. Lﬁﬂ&m F 1976; Pe 98;




There could be four major reasons for the steady
decline in the effectiveness of the movement s

Firet, ite views were too radical for the time, ad
the 'Tuskeqes Machine' too powerful and determined in oppo-
gition) Second, the dootring of the Tslented Tenth isolated
" its members fram the masses paychologically and iﬁé@l@gic»
elly., The ballot was fegarded as the panaceas Third,
DuBeis' often forbidding persenslity anfl his inexperionce
ae sn activist leader hurt a body dependent on him ifaz con-
tinuity and direstion. Lastly, the mévemont was hampered
by the aiﬂmptix}e pregonce of Willism Monroe 'Efotbé:.' whoge
actions and ﬁtatments more than once infuriated DuBois ana

the ﬂrganwatmm 25

-Gradually, Washingtonisn was receding in its influe
encey DuBois and the movement were being vinﬂicated ag the

N:AACWPe appeaziea on the seene.

The @rmgressiva Mwmeat uaieasheﬁ a aerzlea of re-
£oma daring the carly patt of the mmtmth centuz:y, but
the movenent barezy benefitted Blacks. No substantial

25,

)
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gwemeﬁt measures brought out the Black's ta:abigsx tovards
| éoiutibm‘ ¢d vaon Woodward a noted historian ‘ms.»nted wf:opl
that the progressive Movement in the South was £of the
Whites only. Yet out of the ferment of the pericd ‘émerged
3 small minority of preminent uberalm These rtgén wanted
reforms for both Whites as well as Negroes, Whe;i? the |
Niagara Movement wag bout to disintegrate, the Hgtional
ro Committee was founded. This Committee later was
ﬂaueﬂ NJALA.CuP. It was the most efﬁentive exggaigatim |
yet estsblished for the agitstion of Negro Rights. DuBois

was greatly involved in its growth/ He became the Negroes'
leading :pchagandigt@, Dubods wrote, in 1506:

"Jelmy sareer as asecientist was begin-
" ning to be gwallowed ug :ln ny row ag
pmgagméist’ 26

The cmittee had an mt;er«-zaaial eanposi,tim and sﬁma |
for ._ra:eia'l equality. There were many mﬁlneatial Whites 4n
the Conmittee. Mary White twm«;tan wtitﬂ.ng in 1924 gatd
about the inception af the arganizatioﬂ thatf

'G""’Zﬁ was ‘the‘n ot an organization « . |

not even a camittee; it was mly

a graug: of signers to a pmnounee-
ment ag&inst the treatment of the
Negro in the United States. Now

26, Pnilip S. Fomer, i 2%:ip. 47F
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-4n 1924, it i;akes its place among
‘the most important national asseeiaa
tsitms ni’ tfhé United States®. 27

- The most impartaa% pexsmalities in :;ita' gi?mﬁ.
according to Mary Ovington were J. Max Barber, W.E.B. Due
Soig and Jchn B, Milholland (of the cme%itmtim wague) ’
T Maot Barbex had started s radical Negro magazine entis
tiled The Yoice of the Neqro. Barber got the aupport of
many pmpla m due to the cutbreak of Atlanta riots in

1906, he had to put an end to hig magezine and was forced
to leave the city. The second important eﬁ‘fozt.'was the
fountain of the Niagara Movement under the 1eaderézig of
W.E/B, DuBois. The duty of the Negro was to demand full
rights as a tzitizen of the United States, The Ehira Orgae
nisation wag the fongbitution Lesg 1t qu laa by John
B, mzh@nm&. and 5.1:3 secreta:y was Andrew E. Humphmy.

. Maxy White avingem was & white a@cs.al w@;rke::;’ The
Committee roceived its spark when she read Wﬂlm :E".? Walle
ing's account of the 1908 Springfield Riots. They agreed to
establish a pemanent group, which would protect Negro's
mqntgﬁ. - -

27. Mary . Ovington" “The National Aas&ciatibn for
| t:he Advancement of Colored Pécpie” Journal &
egro History, Vol. IX, April, 1924,
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A ”cau“ was £ssue& by cawaw Garrison Villard on
Febtua:y 12, ;9@9. mich wag alm Linmln's birthday. The
ﬂismwstcnﬁ- and the resolutions that the econference adopted,
attosseﬁ for securing the Black man's Quﬂetit:utianal Ridhts.
In 1913. Dxmei.s welcamed the chanee to jmm the sﬁaﬁ taf
f;he N.I&.A.C.?, He became dizector of reseaxch and algo the
editor of the N A,A.e.?'a magasine, mu mwm, as

'an editaz of Th@c:ri‘ -__,' recorded and auppozted the ﬁ.k,A,c:.?‘s

pmgnmnma. But he wanﬂed Blmk mén to control thaix oum
V&xganizatioas and have theiy own identity. He went much
ibeyend the HQA.A.Q Prg, aﬁgmml programme of seeking pro-
téﬂtion for the Hégm'.s Q‘matitutimal Rights.

DuBois emphasised on race equality and denunciation
of segregation. Exemining segregation in the sbut;h. he under=
genred the increasing dszexgnﬁiaticn in intereat and cul—v
tyral tradition vhich existed between the two raceg. He
thought Negroeg wexe becming more united in racial consciou-
snesq and moxe desirous of coope:ating Wwith each other, Tn
The vC' 4aig, he was eenﬂaaning thtea who tried to manipun

iaﬁa’*‘%he’ Negro 8 separste system, h:t outgide of tha maga-
aiue. he stressed that Wh:ltea ghould ingtitute a “hands

ose" pancy. He believed that "closed ¢irecle of gocial

é.memouxaa" was haneﬁiﬂal ﬁo ﬂeq:aes.zg

]

98.; moted m Ruéwmk, ns 25, pe 149, |



Hawevet. hhera ware differences of epmim with the
azgan&zatim hecause af mxaa:t.s'( nat:lcm ef ma mie as a zace
zeaéem 'xh:ts erack in !:he Aasmiatian 8 unlty. pai:@heﬁ anﬁ
plaste}:ed over for tweuty«-fauz yeats. evantually led to |
Duscia' regignation. N

- In 1915, DuBois broucht forward a formal statement
that Iindicated both his gsupport of the H.A.A.C.P. and hia
wunwillinomess to be confirmed within it, In his magazine_ -
he said, ?The fmerican Negro demands equality - political
aguality, ‘kdmtrial equality and social -equalitw and he
ia ﬂever gaing to rest satigfied with anythmg less“.

.He fugther stated that they would demand for ‘u..ﬁxeedom on
the one hand and power on tha ether“.s_o DuBoia laid a
czleamut pmgxmme oﬂ smxk agai.ust ohst:uctions. This c:ould
be sumnmed up unﬂem |

{a) economic Cooperation .

(b) & revival of arxt and literature

(e) pﬂlitical action
(d) educe fon and

| (e} ergagizatimgg‘l'
- 29, W.EsB, DuBoisg, “’i’he Inmediate programme of the Ameri-
' can Negro", The Crisis, IX, 6 (April 1315) 1 gp.tl’ﬂﬁ-—
Blaek Pro

312. taken fxcm 'Auguat Mej.ez:% et. al,

, 2nd ed, New York.

30, '.m Do 684
31,  Ibid, p. 7.



The last one was regazded ag the maats impat&anﬁ &n

:Qxéex to achieve any concrete research.

‘ mﬂﬂis co!zla not trust goclalists on t;he Hegro quase
t&m and hmce in 1912 reaiogned firoam the Scclalist Paxty. |
In August of 1912, maa:i,s demanded a "price" for Negro
votes ~- enforcement of the Rencnatruction Amendements and
. the discarding of segregation. ©One, thus, finds.that the h
Black Movenment was nursed by the two leadera with a passion
and vigour, Their tactics at times, now at par with each
 others' yet their difference were acute in pursuing their
common objective - how to improve the posaition of their
brethren, It is guite unfortunate that the two personalities
should be discussed with a value judgement of a deep emimom
sity azid that the two had nothing to share with each other.

rhER



Chapter - V

The Ideological Skirmishes




Since Washington's death, numerous writers have
attempted to analyze and evaluate his ideology and his role.
ag a race leader, It is important to emphasize the limita.
tions which the times and oircumastances in which he lived
imposed upon Washington, ‘ |

! have often pointed cut that Washing~

ton wag the mouthpiece,’ not z0 much of his own race, as by
the whites, who looked more liberally toward a solution for
the problem of the South and the Nation. There is very
1ittle truth in the statanent., It 4§ wrong to chamczbe#ize
him as en all-out sccommodating leader: He never relinguish
the right to full equality in all respects as the ultimate
goal. The time when Washington rose to eminence was a

Various weitexs

crucial period in the history of U.S. As one historian’
points out that during this peried it was necessgary to
enunciate a philosophy which would not alienate the Negroes

from the majority of the population, “In fact econcmic impe

1. The contemporary writers of Washington held this
vier., It wag only after his private papers and cogr-
éspondence wvere made available to gcholarg that a
well-balanced view of his leaderchip was provided,
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rovement was primatily reuarded as a temporary accermoda-
tion to realities, and an indirect technique for :aahieving

political rights?., .”2 |

Washington's ’Me@};égy was welcomed as well as
attagked by the ceﬁtmpbtéties. He was opposed by the Negro
intelléetuals.’ They looked upon his emphasic on vmational‘
ttéiﬁmg ag a tacit admission that was unfit for higher .
aﬁaﬁmiﬁ training, These Negro intelleastuals were morve artie.
culate and could make their views known than were the Negro
masses, They coriticised him on a number of scores. One of
the principal charges was that the sygizaa .cf industrial
édugation vwas ini:gnded' to keep Negroes in a menial position
and perpetuate the caste system. That his sceming dispa-
ragement of aseademic traiﬁing gave limited opportunities
for higher sducation for talented Negroes and the develop-
ment of Negfo leaders. Moreover,! they were critical of his
deptecatory remerks about political actiﬁ_ty, his seening
deffuse of éiséz&n@h&s&neﬁt, aid his sccquiescence in getrew
gatziafni. Finally,” they resented his neat - universal popuw




larity becausze be was §0 ébfrieusly not one of them. They

\ charged Washington of exercising unchallenged power over
the distribution pf white philanthrapy to Negro institutions
" and politidal appointment of Negroes, Since he conciliated
-with the wﬁites, it was said ti'aat he betrayed the interest

of his race ‘fbx: ‘n.:g,s ewn‘l advancement,’

Héweveﬁ, there were pro-Waghington Negroes who pra=
ised him s ince he was able to win the confidence of whites
in both North and South., His Atlanta Address was hailed
by the Negto masses as well as the newspapers. Newspaper
- war compesppndent, representative of the 'W.

wrote that Booker T. Washington. "... must rank from this
time fotth as the foremost man of his race in America.”>

He further wrobe,' "I have heard the great orators of many
countries,' but not even Gladstone himself could have ple-
aded a cause with more cohsumate power than this angulax
,1\‘feegz':oi.;.;"’.“‘“4 "Hon. Clark Howell,' editor of the éoﬁétitutibn.
wrote to the editor of the World, in whiéh he wrote that -
the Atlanta Address,! "...was an epoch-making talk,’ and marks
distinctly a tuzmiﬁ'g point in the progress of the Negro race,

3. Louis R, Harlan, et. al., The Boocker T. Washington
Papers, Vol. 2, (Univ. of Ililinois Press, Urbana
1973), p. 78.

4. Tbid, p. 79.
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and ita efﬁect in bz:ingﬂ.ng abeut a perfect understanding
‘between the uhites ma blac:ks af the fouth will be imme- .
diate*S

Charles W. Chesnutt, a Negro novelist lived in Cleve-
land and moved in white ¢ircles. He lauded Washington for
his success in éstablishiﬁg Tuskegee. _ﬁfheurgh he questioned
his extreme emphasis on industrial education, agre: on
maintaining the goodwill] of the white South, Chésnutt
ceiticised Washing&on'.e .i:maxrkis on suffrage, .And voting »
requigements in the new state constitutions of the So&éh.

‘&notﬁef notable f?.giﬁ:e of the tixae waé T, Thomas Fore
tune. He was born a siavé and largely ‘éelfweéﬁca&ed. A
militant and uncompromsing champion of Negro rights, Fors
tune remained for many y_éars;% -Was’hiﬁgtan ‘s closest .'aeﬂvi.set
and loyal defenders, The frienéship of the two began in
the eithties¥ *“It is enough to note that Fortune helped
ﬁfashinétﬁn' éi:'taiﬁ the unique leadership which he anjéyed.”
He adviged him on hig speeches, 'ghost' wrote some of his
books ‘and articiesd and spent much time and effort.P Inspite

5. Ihid.

TSN

6. Euma Lou Thombreugh, ed.,
{New Jergey, 1967), p. 38,




of iﬁéelogical &ifféfencga between the two. t‘he‘y: worked
‘tggeﬁhgg“untii'isev, when wééhingtén was appointed political
aév&set5to Pregident Theodore Roosevelﬁ?

T, Thqmas Fbxtune, creator of ﬁhe Azra-American
neaQﬂe% wanted an ozganization that would £i ight for Black
olvil righta., The League haa ehapters in 23 stateg by
1899& Pive years later;y he revived it under the name of
' thed_“tian ] Afr':hmer&can council. It reeeived the support
of Black leaders but failed to gain mass supp@rtf The

couneil gradually became identified with Washington's cone
ciliatory aippﬁ'aaeh to rac-_é rel‘a-tiensﬁ‘

| &neﬁhet very vdhement critic of Washingtcn waa |
William Monroe Trottez. He wvas the“fitbt Nagro eleeted to
Phi B@ta Kappa at Harvat&. S-Ie 1mbibed an aneomprmiqing
hatted of all fonms of diaﬂziminaticn. He ¢atr1ed out a
Journal called the ggston Guaggian.' zn hisg editcxia&s.
anottaz accuseﬁ Washingtnﬁ as the agenh ef the f@*ces o£
_appnsitian and 3egtegation. As Waahington s prestige and
power grew; ?ertune‘s influence and repntatisn declineﬂ.
3; Amexican citizena; Blacks were entitled tmiﬁhe.rights.
guaranted by the Constitution of the United States and the
. govemmen® had the obligation to protéct these rights. ¥or-

70 Haflanr ei:.( alnp na3" Pe 35?.
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tune heuevea that, “Blacks must uae theix poiitical xighta
o px:ai:ect themselves and determine their own désts.ny,
Commenting on the attainment of civil rights, he pointed
out, ",,.that c.wn rights and mocial privileges were not
synonymoug. Protection of civil zigbtzs‘was the duty of
‘gavem;uen%. ﬁw:ial priviletens were a private matter, dep-
em‘.iing on the tagtes of individualet v He further points

cut, "what Blacks wanted and ﬁanane‘j!ed was 'the concession

of mzy right given to thé white man under the lews of

the United Statesis.. Call this Social equallity if you wil?10

. a 9,"Wie;1‘13-samefa&, a feminist and anti-lynching
| gpnkeswmegz. was one of the best representative of the
handful of prominent blacks who comsistently espoused a

str&tegy af. protest during the ascendancy of Booker T, Wa-
shington., ﬁengéﬁam& proved unable to participate eff-
mm&ly in other organizations, even like the N.A.AWLL.P.
that ghared her basi.é philasmhy,‘ Wezlsssameté wag a
f@mﬁgﬂ:’ of the N.A.A.C.P. and a friend of Marcua Garvey.

¢

B8, froma Lo Thambrough, "7T. Thomas Fortunes Militant
~Bditor in the Age of Accommodation®, in Black Leaders
; Twentieth Century, ed, by J.%i, Franklin an

Univ. @f nnnais. 1982), p. 22,

: &."Meier,



“ghe was & major figqure ﬁ.n the great ideclagical éanﬁlict
betwesn: th.e accommodationist philosophy of Waﬁhingtm aﬁd
the pzatest traﬁiti@n vepresented by W, E.B. mﬁois."‘n, She
d4d not adher to Waehingtm's philosﬁphy; yet her om ide-
ology embraced 3deas not dissimilar to wa,shington's.. Waghe
ington insieted that political action be subordinated to
economis éé’if«-&:ﬁlp, which would ultimately lead to “resl
pover", This emphasis was also given by Wells-Bammett,
Ingpite of this similarity, there wag § fundamental diff.
erence batween the two, %Economiz power was not a reward
achieved by accormodating to the status quo, but a weapon
to uge agamét it‘-', Weliéuaamatt believed, wa'shingtan
‘ﬁei& t:.hét the ééonmw success of blacks would .avez'mé
the iégitimate claaé pmjuaiaes of whites =nd gain thedr
a:espent and acmptme@,u Both of them asw hhe ruling
ciaas. whit:es, aa the kﬂy to aooial ehangm

?

Boakes:‘ T, Washington was one of the best known Ameri-
~ eansg of his age. Very few men of that time enjoyed as.

extensive and favowr able voverage in the white press and

‘ 11. frhanas Cf. Helt, “'I‘he wnely warrior: Ida 2. Wellge
' Barnstt and the Struggle for Blagk Leadership ¢ in
Frankilin and Meier, ey, Ne 8, P 44,

i2, : Stbid .



white journals as he d1d. Many writers have observed that
Washington's great reputation was confered upén him by white
Mmerisang. Some say that it, ®osowag due in part to the
fact that he was usvally a mester at the art of pﬁmw
relations®, 13 Waghington throughout his cereer tried to
recelve support £rom the Southern white men, the Horthern
vhite mén and member of his own race. There is no doubt
that he did not succeed in winning compiete suppozt. of
tham. But the experts working on Washington have s,izggeated
that he 414 achieve a remarkable éuccass in creating for
white America the dmage of a monolithic Negro Society.

Most of Washington's sdmirers praised him for his
paintly qualitiesn. They went as far as comparing him with
Jesus. Some caliéd him as the Negro Moses. He was congi-
dered as a modest gentleman,' of pure simple 1ife and supre
emely wise. wWhile comparing him with Fz'eaéz;;c‘k Douglass,
and pia&ing him intellectually inferior to the latter,’
Willism Dean Howells gsays that Washington's statesmanehip was
the only realistic method of deal ing with the race situation
in his own timea;“

13,  Enma Lom Thornbrough, "More Light on Bookex T. Waéhs.ng-
ton and the New York, Age, ial _N X g

tory, Voles XLIII, Jan. Ro,

14, Emma Lo Thombrou@, “Booker T. Waghingtm ag seen
by his white contemporaries®, The Jour of Ne

m 53; Aptil; 1968' .p‘ 16 -
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Theadcre Roosevelt viewed him as a gen.tus as wouid
nat axige in a genemtmn.]'s Hénry Wattersen found m |
Washingtcn'a pbilosophg an answer te the tace pmblm.
Walte: Hinéa { age slso accepted his philasophy as a wayout

, ;Ear esi:ablishing better relatians‘m

Very few of his contemporaries doubted his remedy.
Somé attributed his achievements to the fact that white
blood flowed in hip veins. Whereas some gaid that he
toceived importsnce because he was & blackman. They con-
ténﬁéd that 1f there had been a white perzon given Washing-
ton's talents, he mui;a- have remained in obscurity,

" Washington's views on education were in complete
harmony with the views expressed by the white philanthro
piets, Hence they supported Tuskegee as it propagated
akaésﬁ the game kind of ideology. He apééaxed to abjure
social equality and to accept,’ at least temporarily, -@iss—
franchisement and 'aegmgatim@ fie emphasized instead eco-
nomic afivancement, seif-help snd industrial education, In

15,

16, Erma Lowt Thombrough, ' M, p. 162,
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their enthusiasm some of his admirers went further than
Washington in their advocacy of irdustrial education as the
Solution to the Negrb:pgbh&em, Booker T. Washington,
William H. Baldwin, Jr., said, was the Moses of his people.
He added that it was a "crime" for any teacher, white ot
black, "to edugate the Negro for positions that are not
open to him."® “This progfamme was especially appealing to
whites because in effect Washington was tranamuting the
currently dominant social ideologiles of economic individuale
ism and the gospel of wealth into the kef to social salva-
ticnsas

~ White Southetners were unanimous in agreeing that
industrial edueaﬁien was preferable to academic education
for Negroes, but some insisted that any kind of education
for Black people was futile or dangerous. They feared that
the temptations and dangers surrounded the Negro in the
United States./

selling Negroes to leave politics and to cultivate the
A9

Ha:‘er' ‘eekln‘praised Washington for coun-

v&rtus of industry and thrift”

17. Inid; pe. 167, _

18, August- Meier “washingtan and the Negro Press"i
in Al the Color lLine, ed., by Meler & Ru&wick
(univ, of Iilinois Press), 1976, p. 62,

19. Thornbrough, n. 14, p. 170,




| . .Apparently Washington rejected political. participa-
tion of Blacks, but there is no doubt that he was aatively
engagea in politics.?e His role as Roosevelt's advisger on
appointments aroused criticism smong. Southern Whites as .
well as anti-Washington Negroes. Such eriticiem led Washing-
ton to write letter to the press in which he emphasized

that his life work wag education and dented any political

ambitions

The magority of the Whites accepted Washington's
philosophies. Walter ﬁinés'l’age, who publighed many of
wa's’tiirigtoﬁ 's articles and books,” asserted that through the
system of induitrial education, Washington had found an
answer to the face problem, One of the leating ﬂ‘?"’?lisffﬂ-:
of the era, Willism Dean Howells, calls Washington,' "an
exenplary citizen.” He praises his common sense and con-
servatism and lack of bitterness toward the white race’

' ﬁéwens asserts t’hat, mnsideriﬁg the circumstances af the

~ timesy in the face of the loss of political rights by
| Negroes, Washington' g,-appxbam; wag the only wap by which he
could display .ﬂubﬁ’@..é*&tmﬂsmpfgi

20, Fai: a aetailed account -on this subjecﬁ, see. the
‘ four volumes of Booker 'I‘. . ‘ Pa
!rbuis R- Hatlaﬁ. ; o

21, For details, sece. Thembreugh, ed.,
' ten (New Jersey, 1967).




Tromas Dixon, Jr., who represented the extréme views
of ‘the White s uprémagy insisted that industrial &ducation and
econonfe advancement of Negroes would nﬁﬁ'vimprévé race rela-
tions? Instead 1t would lead to a recial sti'ife. He 'iae’lieved
that 1#: s@um bring Negrves intoe emmic cempetition with
the Whites Moreover he asserts that waa;hmgt;an was cone-
ﬁééiiﬁg 'h.is dltimate cbjfeééive which was racial xanialg'amaian.

meelogieauy. Weuassamett belcmged te the maois -
N.AWALC.E, camp; buﬁ mm not continue aangeniai relations
with Eheia‘.’*‘ She proudly élaimed some of the credit ﬁoz
evelating busoia to a po}.s,aitmn of aatimal 1eaaetship‘ In
1899, she requeat:ed the boax& of direators of the gg___
y Couneil to have him named dffector of the bugi.aesa

bureau Im;pite ‘of such closeness between the two, sure
pﬁinsingzys i ﬁei&her Wells<Bagnett nox her husband appeat
to have beaa pmminent activists in ’&he Niagara M@ment
Mganisea ‘by mao.is in 1905 to eppose Washingtcm. I

| “ﬁez primaty sttat:egy had aiways been to :anbive
'prminent whites in. the mbruggle, mid the new N.A.ALC.P,

@ffered a8 vehs.cz.e far achieving that gcal.“22 Mary White

Qvingtm, wife of DuBois described M. Trotter and We:ll S
) Bamett as powerfui personanti ey bui: not fittea to aeeept

the restraint . ef argan.tsatim.-

22,  Iobid, p. 51.
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:xt was fm the ﬁnks ai x«egm inteliigentsia t?nat
maeis dtew his éﬁiﬁf supparﬁ in the Niagara Mwenent that |
meXgeé.with the Hatiaaal Assaaiation faz the Advan@ement of
colared Peeple. At the beginning of the centuz'y, macﬂ,a |
was the4chie£ spakésmaﬂ af the Negza inteiligentaia. “The
taiante& Tenth of t‘-he ﬂegm xacze,“ he wwt.a :!.n &9@3, must
be made leadei:s abf the thought and missioaariea af ﬁuamir:e
among ‘&héi: peapi « MNo bther person can do this work and |
ﬁhe ﬂégzb colleges m@st'tfain.mea'fbt this purpose, The
“Negre zaae. Xike ail other races, is going to be gaved
by its exceptional men. .23 busols believed that withoat
.palitaeal zights, Negxces, eonld nat sénate ecnnomic apﬁo—.
rtunity. ' . " '

o Keliy fo!ilz,er hae aasez:ted *Imat wxuim Mcwroe 'I’reﬁte:
wove é "snmle nee“ a;wund rmscis and captured h:.m for the
tadmal. aaase. | mnez 5 “Radicais and c:carxsez:*msan.;i*t:ves"2'4
| suhmits the thesia that Tmtﬁex haé wwen,‘ "a aubtle net
about. W E.B. Buﬁaia... and graauany weaveé him ﬁmm hia
gtstwhile f;iendahip for Mr., Weshington; so as to exploit

23. Bmker ‘1‘. Waabington aad w E.B msois ihe N,e_g,g o

. problem (New York, 1903), p. 75, -~ .

247 This-article reprinted in Willfam M, Tuttle; sd.,
L. HeB.B, DuBoisg (New Jersey, 1973). S




his prominence and splendid powers in behalf of the hogtile
if'or:éés.. DuBois himself has z‘écal?:-es that he was gradually
growing more disturbed after 1990. This was in part due to
the ideological difference between him and Washington,' and
in part by the immense power over political appeintments
and press wielded by what DubBois has labelled the'Pugkegee
Machine," |

During the firet world war and in the 1920's, DuBois
~ was under fire from psée;tziaany all sides - from white
segregationist, blaeck rovolutionary Marxists, and black
nationalists. The Left Wing ’black socialists A. Philip

Randolph and Chandler Owen of The Massenger denounced DuBois

for being reactionary and for failing to represent the
*leadership of the brand of what he once pretended te be,
tut of what he now £inds he is not - radicalism.”

A. Philip Roudolph and Chandler Oven critieized the
programme of N.A.A.C.P. for meny, it was tame, its stress
on congtitutional rights irrelevant to the needs of the
great mass of Negroes. 'i‘hey eaiﬁed a monthly called,” ‘_Tg_g
W_g - "-me Only Radical Negro Magazine in america,”
Their editorials touched on many themes 1 the sociallist exi-
tique of capitalism, the need for golidarity among black
and white workers, the blacks' capacity to resist by violence



and by boyeott, and the poverty of thelr existing leader-
'éhip;.ﬁ?s-f "In one of theé ditorials, A. Philip Randolph shows
the failure of ,ﬁh?ééiaf'és a tﬁeaki'a?’-' He says that DuBois |
never made any effort in the intefest of ‘unioniging Negro
Workers, to strike fof more wages, shorter haufé_‘? amd
better working cc’andiﬁi@na‘»% Randolph says 'thét.' DuBois
misgepresents the attitude of the rank and file of Negroes
by pretending that the N.A.A.C.P. is the expression for the
sttaimment of the Négro rights. Iﬁnéﬁéé&. Randolp sugg-
ests that, *J..the N.AAC.P. is led, controlled and domi
nated by a gtoup who are neither Negroes nor wotkihg people,
which renders it utterly impossible to articulate the aims
of a group that are the victims of certain social,” political
and eeananic evils as a race, and -as a part of the great

working people ‘27

' Md'finaliy’, M. Gatvey was unremitting in the 19203
in his digmissal of DuBois ag "purely and stmply a w'hite
man's nigger" 28 Even as late as 1935 Marcus Gar:veygonti-.

25, A&gugt Meiex, gilio'ct Rudwiek ama Franeis Bra&enck,
. ¥ Liot

] <=8 . 0
he Babbs»nerzill Co. Inc., New YOrk), pa 81. .

26.  DuBois fails as a Theorist "Editorial The Hegsanger
‘ (Dee. 1919), reprinted in Ibid, Pe 92y

27, .zbia, |
28,  William M. Tuttle, n. 24.



nueé to ccmdemn DuBcis §at hiz “tzeaehery : When quois |
a:esi_gaed frm his @ositian at the R.A.A C.P., Garvey asked:
”cata he ceﬂ: inue abusmg the white Qan when the Merican
Negr@ is at the white man's soup. Kitmhan ?" _ In the 1920'
Garvey aantinued. mBois haa &ab@taged selfaéegtegation

for Blacks as. éspouaed hy ﬂniveraal Neqgro Im mvement AS50=

_ggati@nsg now, belatedly;‘ he had enbzaeeﬁ thi;s progranme
for Blacek iﬂdependanee.

‘Pandolp and Owen were middie elass intellectuals,
who voiced a deep soncern about the welfare of the masses
of the race. They spoké with fluent gubtlety about capie
talism and socialism, but it was Marcus Garvey who best
articulated the alienation of the black masses J His y,,tg_g;a
had a fc‘iiming of about half a million black masses. He
exalted the ﬂégio‘s Black skin and assuted the Negfo that
his glaziaus past hs.story in m:'rica cfferea a prcnﬁsing |

futu r:e. ) ’rhe appeal had txaaen&ous inﬂuence upen the ur’baﬁ
| ﬁegroes Gaxvey sati.aﬁed thé yearenings of nzban Qim‘-
&wellat:zs by giving them a s anse of racial identity and TaC™
ial pride. He aepreaatea the 1ight~brown skins of people.
t‘hus making black the standar:d ef gécﬂ. He espouse& eeenaaic
nagtionaj;m_,x and gn;ge_d b;aeka to support black\ businesses.



"The future of the Negro: theréfere, mtside of A:Erica,
epells mfm and aisaste:_'fz_g

By esocisl equality, Garvey, comnoted the right to
inter marry and fraternize in every social way. He was
certainly against this and gave due credit to Booker T.
Washington not to have asked Negroes to aspire for social
equality. Gatvey called gocial equality a "race dostroying
doetrine®. He criticized DuBois for asking constitutional
rights, which according to Garvey were impossible to achi-
eve in a political set-up vhich had a white majority.
Garvéy regardeﬂ ﬂumeis ag a brilliant scholar with mghez
inteneatuax abiliti@s. but uot a hard wurkéx. A

' DuPois was ambivalent sbout Géwey and ignored him
until late 1920, The Crisis editor was profoaundly impressed
by this extraordinary leader of men® and acknowledged that
Garvey's cooperation. DuBoig thought this mass movement
could stir people t6 effect the realization of his own
~dreams of a black coonomy. However, théir rdlations could

29. B "Mamaa Garveys The challenge of Black Nationalism®,
‘ taken fzm Meier and Ruawick. ed., e 3.6, Pe 103,

.3{); .
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not remain cordial for long. DuBois 414 not ask for compe
lete amalgamation which sav&ézy was o much opposed to, He
was oppozed to homogeneity and wented to see racial cultural
aif-fagan@en gszreaegv&qg He x%efuaé& to be s stranger in
mine own house®, He chose the "veil” as the symbol ﬁi At
tal barriers,>’ He was infact enunciating the th@zy of

' cultural fluraliem, whereby people of divirse backgrounds
1ive togoether on va» bagis of ggoueilkty, justice and harmony.
This culturel pluralian was rejected by whites. The cxie
tics condemned his réqaest for social end political equality.
He wap constantly maﬁ of beinyg ashamed of his race

and ﬁmtiﬁg to be a white man, August ﬁet&t 'haa very
z&m'stly aald that, “Xt is mgtam: iﬁe mﬁe, howaver, tﬁat
many tﬂn@s Qéﬁpieg ma at haart ag!eed with his poiaﬁ of
viw. were mt miagm m@h 0 ﬂm:t the gwez atm:-

- amm bath within aﬁﬁ mtsiég of the ﬂegm wmunity as he
aten, 2

-~ Dubois hated the role of being & social action leas
der. A schiem hod doveloped within the Niagars Movement.
Dutiofs seemed unable to convince William Mouroe Trotter and
others to Fesolve their differences, The chief reason for

31. M’ ﬁ‘.ﬁ 298, . .
32, auquat Meder., n,. 2, p.373
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the éiffex'encas wasg mmis‘ ‘Para&m' 33 ~ His pmpaganda

'alwayg moved fnto two aizecticns - 1ﬁtegratianist and Neg;o
nationalist. Althaugh'he said he apake for the Negro race,
he made no genuine sttempt to discover the desires of these
aeop&a. or to encourage them tc aaapt his ideologﬁcal poai-

tiﬁn .

. The N.A. Aic.P. decided to canfineiits aetivities to
the American race problem¢ It gava no financial aia ta

the Pan~A£tican mowement after 1921. ‘

I

33, Ellfott M. Rudwick. p. 303
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CONCLUSZION

The 4issue of leafership in any movement is usually
wrought with controversies. It is difficult to find hige
tory of a movement that goes unchallenged at the hands of
its eritics in terms of either the tactics of the movement
or its leadership. The ﬂubjeat of the Black Leadership,
therefore, is no expeption to this phenomenon. The Black
anericans have been profoundly concerned with the tuwo
pronged approachesy how to integrate and assimilate themw-
selves into the manistream of i:he whitemen, or in the |
absence of it, how to create their own racial exclisive-
ness that would evoke respect and integrity of their indi- .
vidualeselves.

Henoe, a guery ctmes to our mind: when did gzhe
Black leaﬂfex‘ehj.p begin in the United States? Since it is
not gtrictly within the purview of the present digserta-
tion, it has been, however, touched in the introductory
thapter. The defiance and militancy that existed among
the American Blacks at the 't.ime of their slavery has been
proved by several scheolars in recent times. Due to a lack
of organization and political inability to voice their
grievences, these Blacks had to, for most of the time,
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remain subdued in their militant positure., But the fact
of their militancy does not get obliterated iﬁ the pro-
cens. The' times were difficult and their resources to
oppose the prevailing system were extremely nmited;
Un{?jfder the circumstances, the Black lesdership of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries could not have been

divorced of this gyndrome.

When viewed in thig context the role of the Black
Leaders during the period, 18751920, in snalysing their
respective roles in serving the cause of the Black masses
remains noteworthy., When the institution of slavery came
to an énd, {in the £orm of the Thirteenth Amendment of the
U.S., Constitution in 1863 effective in 1865)the idduc of
removing mial; economic and political barriers of Blacks
beecame the major @n'cem of the Black Leaders - chief among
that;_bemig Booker T. Washington and W.F.B, DuBoig.

o . ,Bﬁokgz T. Washington was the most .important suec-
essor of Frederick Douglass. His broad theoretical undex-
| 5tana‘imj of themce problem was identical with that of his
preﬁeﬁessm:;’j w‘asﬁingten theudht‘ that the race problem
would be solved by the élwétion of the Negro if he asgi~
milates himself within the White Society, He had a truly
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ﬁéﬁiﬁﬁaiﬁeﬁsm&ﬁv@. Imf:ing thé 18‘99"‘5. :W El.éﬁ maaié.'
wha had mt yet came iuto the ume-»ught beliéved t‘hae
the Neg::o race conm be served thzough 1::3 own gelfs
develament and thmugh the good-will of the Whites,
Bnt. he éid rwt ask for ccmplete asaimuatien or smal-
gamatmn. He was opposed to hamagmeity and want:ed to
sece :!aéiai—cali:utal differences preserved. He refused to
be, "a strenger in mine own house.' He chose the "Veil"

as the gymbol of racial barriers...*%

| 'Qzé would certa&n}.y ;ag_xee wiﬁh.!iawaré B;roég vhen
he writes that, “.;,W‘as‘hingtm was more than f£ifty years
ghead of his time, Today, as the 133% Vestiges o_f_;:..egal
mequali.ﬁy; arfé ‘bei:ig cleared away, it ’13 beccmng a come
mﬁn v!.ew that me funamental problma of the Negro are |
‘beyond élvil zlghta 03

Washington very rightly understood the problems
that Slavery haﬁ created for the Black, and the solution

1.

2.
3.
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lay in preparing him to ‘work', He.did not -want to con-
fuse work and the attainment of rights. He could undere

stand the legacy of Slavery very correctly.

. WJE.B. DuBois on the other hﬂn&,*enuneiatéﬂﬂ‘xé
thmx:y of gultural pluralism, whereby peoples of diverse
baekgrbpﬂﬂa could live together. He readily admitted the
cultural inferiority of his race, but he proclaimed his -
intentions to direct the road to advancement, DuBoias,
in a more radical spirit, put the"'pfimazy gtress upon
rights. But tﬁese:xights wore the same for both,

waashmgi;én; the economic dépendem::e of the Black
on the whites was a political danger to himself. His
stand was a mixture of toughness in ordezr to maintain
a level of fx:ien&ahip of the stronger for the weaker. As
a practical man, Washingtm looked forward anﬂ not backe
ward, Whereas, DuBois was &n academic man. He injected
among his followers a spirit of resentment due to which
he broke with the mA.A.G.P. His work as an editor of
the ___gg_g__g was in &efas& af the Negtc*s right:s, ~ Bhortly |
after the turn of the cantuly, maois became a conciliae
tionigt, and pleaded for the good-will of the whites. He
held whites responsible for the Negro problem. He never
wanted to beceme a social action leafler. His editorials -
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not only antagenized, but atbracted attentioni His goal
of a world organization of Negroes was a formidable one

to achieve in the 1920's.?

Beasides, one has msfe merely an attempt in di.’splayw
ing the interplay of gocietal forces that detemmined the
fate of Blacks in the latter part of the nifeteenth cen-
tury ag well as early part of the twentieth century. The
racial discrimination and segregation and several such
other legal tactics on the part of the white majority
against Blacks, assumed new dimensions. Hence, both &f
the Black lesders, Booker T. Washington and W.E.B, DuBois
took their xespectivé positions in deterring the racial
bias ffnm ﬁxe minds of white people.

However, both, had their limitations in £u1£1111ng'
their goals. Booker T, i?iashs.ngton gerved the Black causge -
at a time when the rigidity of Southern Whites as well as
.ﬁhe‘ raciel blag of the white, in general, was uppemost.
The period between 16?6«1900’.@&%5%@ the worst of racial
segregation in the form of lynéhings, soeial boy €otts, Jim
Crow x:aws. Ku Klu¢ Kran and geveral other modes of politi-
eliminations. o - |
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Whatever may be the viewpoints and whatever the
eritical avaluation of these two personalitics at the
hands of others, one canmmot gloss over the fact that they,
both, served their people with an untiring geal. The
tactics and approaches differed but so differed the times
in which both the leaders carried out their respective
missions. ‘&‘he Blacks were subjecteﬂ to a deep down race
ial hatred hy the White Soclety, hence to b:ing them out
of such a racial acrimony was not &n eagy task. waahiugn
ten was faﬁ?ﬁ wiﬁi' this dilemma. His contributions, there=
ﬁbre. have ta be viewed aégains't thege odde. One must
an that: ta tha ext:ent it waa poass.ble and to the degree
it was feasible, he made a dea:p m;:aet :m ‘the minds of
Whitemen in upgraﬁ&ng the B:.ack race, And it was not a

mean achievement.

| 'I'o maois, be!.ong the credit of creating & great
racial pzi&e and the revwal of a rich past herit:agé of
the Black_per)ple. He was the £1rgt man who militantly
apposeﬁ any 1ﬁtéllectual of racial inferiority attributed
to. his r ace, QABdis beld#ved that a Black man need not be
deﬁenéxvg of his racial background in a White American
Society. A Black man can, instead, forthrightly sttack
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any sach notion = no matter what be the price involved in
the process. DuBois also underwent his ideclogical trange
formation from esrly period to the latter, as pointed out
earlier. He nevertheless, -V remained comitted to the
cause of socislly and economically deprived people of the
United States « majority of whom were the Black people.

To that sxtent, one must give full credit to hig notable
contributions in reaping s rich harvest of his mission in
serving his community, |

DuBois, certainly made some impressive contribue
tions, .ﬁé Was a 'picneet in Negro researc¢h, He was an

impértant: booster of Negz‘b morale.

Thus the two persomalities Booker T. Washington
and W.E.B. DuBoieg wese,both, ideclogical as well as prace
tical in their formations. They were both extraordinsrily
reflective men. The f£inal solution 1s one which would
be an ultimate standard to quife and perfedt social and
political life, - | -

edddd b
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